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Emergency Water Supply 
Project

Community Meeting

August 29, 2011

September 8, 2011



Introductions

City of Menlo Park

ɀMatt Oscamou, Interim Engineering Services Mgr

ɀPam Lowe, Associate Civil Engineer (Project Mgr)

IEC Well Studies Team

ɀSkip Lewis ɀSiting and Design

ɀAnna Buising ɀEnvironmental Constraints and 
Community Concerns



Purpose of Meeting

ɆProvide update on project status

ɆFollow up on Summer 2010 community 
meetings

ɆGather input on the sites being considered for 
emergency well installation



Meeting Overview

ɆPart 1 ɀPPT Presentation

ɀProject Overview (Goals, Need, Background)

ɀWhat to Expect ɀTypical Well Facility

ɀWhere are We Now?

ɀPotential Sites

ɀNext Steps

ɀHow to Stay Involved

ɆPart 2 ɀCommunity Comments & Questions



Project Goals

Following a major earthquake or other 
ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙȣ

ɆImprove water supply reliability

ɆMeet firefighting needs

ɆMeet basic potable supply needs





Project Need

ɆArea east of El Camino Real supplied by 
MPMWD ɀ100% SFPUC Hetch Hetchy

ɆNo emergency back-up water in this area

ɆEarthquake or other emergency could leave 
many residents without water

ɆSFPUC estimates worst case = 60 day outage



Project Objectives

ɆDesign and construct approximately 2 ɀ3 
emergency wells

ɆProvide at least 3,000 gallons per minute



Project Background

ɆOriginal proposal was a well + underground 
reservoir

ɆWells only offers a smaller footprint and a 
shorter construction duration

ɆWell only process began with community 
meetings in Summer 2010



Typical 
Well 

Facility

Approximate size = 1,500 square feet



Project Phases

ɆPhase 1: Preliminary Site Screening ɀID potential 
sites and determine criteria

ɆPhase 2: Site Evaluation and Ranking ɀApplied 
criteria to potential sites and ID likely candidate sites*

ɆPhase 3: Detailed Engineering and Hydrologic 
Evaluation ɀConfirm viability of top-ranked 
(candidate) sites

ɆPhase 4: Final Design + CEQA Environmental 
Review 

ɆPhase 5: Construction
* In Progress



Phase 1 Completed

Preliminary Site Screening

ɆFocused on Favorable Areas

ɀWithin/close to City limit and eastern service area 

ɀWithin thicker portion of aquifer, and where 
specific capacity more than ~10 gpm/foot

ɀMore than ~ ½ mile from Bay margin, salt ponds 

ɀAt least 500 ɀ1,000 feet from existing wells





Phase 1 Completed

ɆIdentified Potential Sites

ɀ15 locations, 26 sites 

ɀ6 of the 15 locations eliminated

ɆDetermined Criteria

ɀEngineering Criteria

ɀCommunity criteria based on community input 
received in Summer 2010

ɀCity Council approved criteria in October 2010



Phase 2 -Where We Are Now

Site Evaluation & Ranking

Ɇ9 locations (17 sites) remaining

ɆEvaluated each site against criteria

ɆPreliminary rankings available

ɆCity wants your input before finalizing 
rankings



9 Potential Locations

Location Sites Ownership
Willow Oaks Park 
490 Willow Road

1A, 1B, 1C City

VA Hospital
700 Bay Road

2A, 2B 6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓȭAdministration

Seminary Oaks Park
299 Santa Monica Avenue

3A, 3B City

878 Pierce Road 4 City

40 Middlefield Road 5 Private party

Burgess Park
555 Ravenswood Avenue

6A, 6B City

City Corporation Yard
333 Burgess Drive

7A, 7B, 7C City

Fire Station No. 1
300 Middlefield Road

8 Menlo Park Fire District

Flood Park
215 Bay Road

9A, 9B County; may transfer to City



Engineering Criteria

ɆAcquisition Feasibility

ɆSite Hydrogeology 

ɆConstruction Feasibility

ɆOperation &Maintenance (O&M) Feasibility

ɆRegulatory Restrictions

ɆHydraulic Considerations

ɆEnvironmental Factors

ɆConstruction and Maintenance Cost



Community Criteria

ɆSite Access 

ɆNoise Disturbance Potential

ɆAesthetic Concerns

ɆParkland Concerns

ɆLand Use Planning Consistency

ɆBonus Factors



Phase 2 ResultsPreliminary Site Ranking



Next Steps

ɆCommunity input needed to finalize rankings

ɆLate Oct/early Nov 2011 ɀPresent finalized list 
to City Council

ɆSpring 2012 ɀDrill test wells

ɆSummer 2012 ɀCity Council meeting to 
approve final list of sites and begin design 

ɆSummer/Fall 2012 ɀCEQA environmental 
review and final design process

ɆSpring 2013 ɀBegin construction



Please Stay Involved!

ɆSign-in sheet

ɆVisit the project website

ɀSubscribe for project updates

ɀOnline Comment Form

ɆCall us or email us

ɆAttend City Council meetings

ɆRead and comment on the CEQA document 



Contact Information

City of Menlo Park
Engineering Division

701 Laurel Street
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Pam Lowe
650.330.6740

phlowe@menlopark.org

Project Website:
www.menlopark.org/projects/wellsproject.htm

mailto:phlowe@menlopark.org


Questions?



Your Comments

ɆGeneral Comments

ɆSite-Specific Comments




