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Response to Comments of Lee Duboc, Mayor, City of Menlo Park, August 27, 2004 (Letter AL051) 

AL051-1 
The Authority acknowledges the City’s concerns.  Subsequent project 
level engineering will define the alignment (horizontal and vertical), 
right of way, power supply systems, and associated facilities to the 
extent necessary for identification of specific noise, visual, economic, 
traffic, and other environmental impacts and mitigations.  The level 
of information provided in the Final Program EIR/EIS is both 
adequate and appropriate for a program-level EIR/EIS document 
(please see Section 1.1 of the Final Program EIR/EIS regarding a 
“program-level” document).  Please also see standard response 
3.15.13.  Additional “photo-simulated” views and impacts on trees 
are beyond the scope of this program EIR/EIS.  Should the HST 
proposal move forward, visual simulations would be created and 
impacts on trees would be quantified as part of project-specific 
studies.  The HST system would be fully grade separated and would 
require complete grade separation of portion of the Caltrain right-of-
way utilized by the HST system.   

AL051-2 
Detailed environmental review at the project level (full disclosure of 
site-specific impacts) is required prior to final design and 
construction of any portion of the proposed system, regardless of 
the availability of project funding.  It is both adequate and 
appropriate for a decision to move forward with the HST system to 
be based on a program-level document.  The submittal of a proposal 
to a vote of the people of the State is exempt from CEQA (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15378 (b)(3)). 

AL051-3 
Acknowledged.  Issues related to the financing of the proposed HST 
system are beyond the scope of the program EIR/EIS.  The bond 
funding noted in the comment was proposed in legislation, not by 
the Authority.  Legislative proposals are exempt from CEQA (CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15378 (b)(1). 

AL051-4 
Acknowledged.  See Standard Response 6.3.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


