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Symposium Overview 

 Introduction to purposes and use of zoning 
regulations and design standards 

 How zoning and design provisions are applied 
in everyday use by City staff and can: 
 be made more understandable and useful  

 help realize the vision expressed in General Plan goals, 
policies, and actions 

 facilitate high-quality, sustainable development with 
beneficial space for public use 
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City Council Project Objectives 

 Establish and achieve the community’s vision 

 Realize economic and revenue potential 

 Anticipate land use changes only in M-2 Area 
Directly Involve Property Owners 

 Streamline development review process 

 Improve mobility for all travel modes 

 Preserve neighborhood character 

 Reduce emissions and adapt sustainably 
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Purposes of Zoning 

 Protect community health and welfare 

Guard against impacts of incompatible uses 

 Implement the General Plan 

 Ensure that development will match ability to 
provide access, utilities, and services 

 Preserve access to light and air, and “quiet 
enjoyment of property” 

 Locate uses together where they can create 
synergy and sense of place, and reduce the need 
for travel 
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Zoning Basics 

 Introduced ~1900 due to 
dangerous, unhealthy 
conditions 

 1926 – U.S. Supreme Court 
upholds local government 
zoning authority             
[Euclid, OH vs Ambler Realty] 

 Almost all U.S. cities have 
zoning regulations 
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Traditional Zoning 

 Sometimes called 
“Euclidean” per 
Supreme Court case 

Not for the Greek thinker, 
though geometric 

 Focuses on separating 
instead of mixing uses 
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Other Zoning Options 

 “Form-based” codes 

 Focus on appearance and sense 
of place more than on land uses 

 

 “Hybrid” zoning 

 Enable complementary uses by 
emphasizing use and 
appearance 

Proposed zoning for the M-2 
Area fits into this category 
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Making Zoning Work 

 Straightforward, efficient review 

What really needs to go to Planning Commission? 

 Predictability, transparency, fairness, and 
flexibility  

New uses in the market are always a step ahead 
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Making Zoning Understandable 

 Clear unambiguous map and rules 

What do we want to regulate and how? 

 

 Non-jargon terms and definitions 

Community, decision-makers,                   
and City staff need to agree on                
what the words mean 

Graphics can help 
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Locally Appropriate Rules 

 Allowed Uses 

 Development pattern 

block length, lot size, access, sidewalks 

 Site characteristics 

 coverage, setbacks, height, floor area ratio, amount 
of public & private open space, parking 

 Required Form and Design 

building mass and scale 

 facades, projections, roof planes,                          
upper-story stepbacks, paseos 
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Everyday Use of Zoning Code 



Realizing the General Plan Vision 

 
 
 



Updated General Plan Goals 
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 Land Use 

 Orderly Development 

 Neighborhood Preservation 

 Neighborhood-Serving Uses 

 Business Development & 
Retention 

 Downtown/El Camino Real 

 Open Space 

 Sustainable Services 

 

 Circulation 
 Safe Transportation System 

 Complete Streets 

 Sustainable Transportation 

 Health & Wellness 

 Transit 

 Transportation Demand   
Management 

 Parking 

 

 



Maximum Potential Development 
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Draft Zoning & Street Types Map 
Slide 16 



Draft Zoning Framework 
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Community Amenities 
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Requiring High-Quality Design 

 Relationship of buildings to streets 

 Building mass and scale 

 Ground level sense of place 

 Publicly accessible open space 

 Sustainable design and 
construction 
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Relationship of Buildings/Streets 
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Building Mass and Scale 
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Ground Level Sense of Place 
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Publicly Accessible Open Space 



Slide 24 

Sustainable Design 

 Green building 

 Energy efficiency 

 Water conservation 

 Waste management 

 Recycling and re-use 

 Exterior lighting 



Next Steps 
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 Zoning Focus Group – Dec 17 

 General Plan Advisory Committee – Jan 2016 

 Planning Commission – February 2016 

 Draft EIR & Fiscal Analysis – March 2016 

 Final General Plan Adoption – July/August 2016 

 

 
 
 



For More Information 

 Visit:  www.menlopark.org/connectmenlo 

 Download App at: connectmenlo2go.com 

 Contact: Deanna Chow 
  Principal Planner 
  City of Menlo Park 
  Tel: (650) 330- 6733 
  Email:  connectmenlo@menlopark.org 
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