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Vision Plan Background

The El Camino Real/Downtown Vision Plan process began in 
late 2007 and is currently nearing completion.  The Vision Plan 
is community-driven, and was created with input provided at 
several events, including community workshops, surveys, walking 
tours and other outreach activities.  The purpose of this process 
is to identify a clear vision for the future of El Camino Real and 
Downtown Menlo Park.  The draft Vision Plan is currently being 
revised in response to direction from the Menlo Park City Council.  
The City Council will review the revised draft Vision Plan on July 
15, and vote on whether or not to accept the document.  At this 
meeting, the public will be invited to voice comments to the City 
Council.

Planning commission WorkshoP

The Planning Commission Workshop, held on May 19 at the 
Menlo Park Civic Center, was attended by nearly 80 community 
members.  The purpose of this workshop was to present a 
draft Vision Plan document and graphic illustration of future 
development and open space to the public and the Planning 
Commission for additional feedback.  

city council study meeting

The City Council Study Meeting, held on June 10, provided an 
opportunity for Council members to provide feedback and 
direction about the draft Vision Plan.  The City Council was 
presented with a revised set of goals, reflecting the feedback 
provided at the Planning Commission Workshop.  

The Vision Plan was presented in the form of the following twelve 
broad goals for Downtown and El Camino Real in Menlo Park:

1.	 Maintain	a	Village	Character	unique	to	Menlo	Park.
2.	 Provide	greater	east-west,	town-wide	connectivity.
3.		 Improve	 circulation	 and	 streetscape	 conditions	 on	 El	 Camino	

Real.
4.	 Ensure	that	El	Camino	Real	development	is	sensitive	to	adjacent	

neighborhoods.
5.	 Revitalize	underutilized	parcels	and	buildings.
6.			 Activate	the	train	station	area.
7.	 Protect	 and	 enhance	 pedestrian	 amenities	 on	 Santa	 Cruz	

Avenue.
8.		 Expand	shopping,	dining	and	neighborhood	services	to	ensure	a	

vibrant	downtown.
9.		 Provide	residential	opportunities	in	the	Vision	Plan	Area.
10.	 Provide	plaza	and	park	spaces.
11.	 Provide	 an	 integrated,	 safe	 and	 well-designed	 pedestrian	 and	

bicycle	network.
12.	 Develop	parking	strategies	and	facilities	that	meet	the	commercial	

and	residential	needs	of	the	community.

The Menlo Park City Council first heard public comment about 
the draft Vision Plan and overall process.  After considering the 
public comment, Council members discussed the draft Vision 
Plan, and ultimately provided direction for further refinement of 
the draft Vision Plan.

The workshop focused primarily on parking, El Camino 
Real circulation, Santa Cruz Avenue character and east-west 
connectivity.  These issues were identified as requiring additional 
debate and attention to reach consensus.  Community members 
broke into small groups to discuss these issues and reported a 
summary of their group’s discussion to the Planning Commission.  
After a period of public comment, the Planning Commission 
discussed and provided comments on the draft Vision Plan.
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Help plan the future of Downtown and the El Camino Real corridor.

uPcoming eVents

City Council Meeting
At this meeting, the final draft Vision Plan (with 
revisions made in response to input received 
at the June 30 City Council Study Meeting) will 
be presented to the City Council.  The public 
will have the opportunity to participate with 
the Council in the review of the final draft 
Vision Plan.  Following this review, the Council 
will vote on whether or not to accept the 
document, including a set of implementation 
measures that will guide the City as it moves 
forward with planning for Downtown and El 
Camino Real.

Tuesday,	July	15th,	2008,	7	p.m.
City	Council	Chambers
701	Laurel	Street,	Menlo	Park

Project	Email	List:
Sign	up	via	the	project	web	site,	or	by	emailing	Thomas	Rogers	
at	the	address	below.

For	more	information:
Contact	Thomas	Rogers	at	(650)	330-6722	
THRogers@menlopark.org

Project	Web	Site:
http://www.menlopark.org/projects/comdev_ecrdowntown.htm


