
General Plan (Land Use & Circulation) 

& M-2 Area Zoning Update 

Community  
Open House 3 
 

March 19, 2015 



Meeting Purpose 

 Summarize Planned Transportation 
Improvements 

 Summarize the Draft Preferred Alternative 

A “Vision Map” for the M-2 Area & Belle Haven 
 

 Review Community Programs Survey 
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Group Agreements 

 Speak one at a time 

 Speak respectfully 

 Listen for understanding 

 Speak from your own experience 

 Let the facilitator guide the process 
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Brief Overview  

of the  

General Plan 

Update 
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Project Steps & Schedule 

 Guiding Principles: complete 

 Land Use Alternatives: through April 2015 

 Goals, Policies & Programs: through July 2015 

 Zoning Changes: through Aug 2015 

 Fiscal Analysis & EIR: May 2015 - June 2016 

 Final Adoption: June 2016 
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Community Input Highlights 

City Council 

Planning 
Commission 

City Staff 

General Plan 
Advisory Comm. 

Community 

Sept  Workshop 1, Survey 1, 
 Economics Symposium & 
 Focus Group 
Oct Mobile Bus Tours, Mobile 
 App Launch, Stakeholder 
 Meetings, Transportation 
 Symposium & Focus Group 
Nov Open House 1 
Dec Workshop 2 
Jan Open House 2, Survey 2 
Mar Workshop 3, Open House 
 3, Survey 3 

Plus GPAC, Planning Commission and Council Meetings 
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Planned 

Transportation 

Improvements 



What We Heard - Issues 
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 Regional through-traffic 

 Congestion 

 Impacted emergency response routes 

 Cut-through traffic on neighborhood streets 

 Barriers to walking and biking 

 Caltrain and Dumbarton 

 Freeway and major arterials 

 Missing facilities and gaps 

 Some neighborhoods do not want/need sidewalks 

 Maintain existing character 

 

 

 



What We Heard - Opportunities 
Slide 9 

 Create “places” to walk/bike/take transit 

 Close walking/biking gaps and improve 
infrastructure 

 Limit non-residential traffic on neighborhood 
streets 

 Transit, shuttles, Dumbarton Rail 

 Transportation management strategies 

 Innovative transportation strategies 

 Parking requirements and management 

 Multimodal/quality of life metrics 



Planned Biking/Walking Improvements 



Planned Traffic Improvements 



Alternatives Analysis & Design Projects 



Planned & Not Yet Funded Projects 
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 Resurfacing, lighting, landscaping improvements:  

 Haven Avenue 

 O’Brien Drive 

 Pierce Road 

 Willow Road 

 Chilco Road between Terminal and Bayfront  

 Marsh Road 

 City Entry Signage on Willow and Marsh Roads 
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Questions? 
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Draft Preferred 

Land Use 

Alternative 



Maps for December Workshop 
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Maps created at Dec Workshop 
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January Survey Alternatives 1&2 
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January Survey Alternative 3 
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Survey Ranking 
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 Change from current General Plan was favored 
 Alternative 3 was ranked #1 the most 
 Cumulative score  

 Alternative 2 and 3 tied at 1.7 
 Alternative 1 was 2.5   

 
 
 

Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Cumulative 

Alternative 1 29 23 119 2.5 

Alternative 2 57 102 12 1.7 

Alternative 3 85 46 40 1.7 



Most Common Survey Comments 
Slide 21 

 Provide a walkable, mixed-use, live/work/play 
environment  

 Utilize Dumbarton Rail and increase public transit 

 Build housing in and near the M-2 Area 

 Address gridlock and improve traffic flow 

 Develop around rail station(s) 

 Improve bicycle and pedestrian connections 

 Generate revenue and sales tax 

 
 
 



Prelim Draft Preferred Alternative 
(Result of survey input; Presented to GPAC Feb 12) 
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Draft Preferred Alternative 
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Draft Preferred Alternative 
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 Supports all of the Guiding Principles, but will 
specifically require: 
 programs to manage traffic and parking 

 physical means to address sea level rise 

 Allows more nonresidential development in M-2 
than current General Plan, in exchange for 
increased revenue & community benefits 

 Creates two distinct places: Bohannon & Willow 

 Includes potential second Train Station 
 

 



Draft Preferred Alternative 
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 2 million added non-residential square feet 
(20% above existing General Plan Buildout) 

 About 4,500 new housing units 

 About 5,300 additional jobs 



Feedback & Next Steps 
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 Fill out your comment card 

 Turn in before you leave tonight 

 They will be compiled and presented to GPAC on 
March 25 

 Then reviewed by Planning Commission & City 
Council on March 31 

 Presented to City Council in April for final 
approval  
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Clarifying 

Questions? 
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M-2 Area & Belle 

Haven Community 

Programs 

Online Survey 



1. Transit & Transportation Improvements 

2. Community-Serving Retail 

3. Jobs and Training at M-2 Area Companies 

4. Social Service Improvements 

5. Energy, Technology & Utilities 
Infrastructure 

6. Park & Open Space Improvements 
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Community Program Categories 



Online Survey 

 Runs through April 8 

 Determine which community programs 
happen first 

 Based on Rankings from March 12 
Community Workshop 
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Online Survey Instructions 
31 

 Go to the project website’s survey page: 

www.menlopark.org/connectmenlosurvey 

 Log in (you can be anonymous). 

 
 

http://www.menlopark.org/connectmenlosurvey


Online Survey Instructions 
32 

 Click “Your 
Response”  

 Then drag your 
top choices to 
the top of list. 

 Repeat for each 
topic. 

 Click “Done” to 
submit. 
 



Online Survey Instructions 
33 

 Click the 
“Feedback” tab 
to see how 
others have 
ranked the 
choices. 

 If you don’t log 
in shown as 
“Off-Forum” 
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Clarifying 

Questions? 
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Next Steps 



Next Steps 
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 Survey – through April 

 GPAC Meeting 6 – Mar 25 

 Council/Planning Commission Review – Mar 31 

 Council Consideration of Pref Alt – Apr 7 or 14 

 
 
 



For More Information 

 Visit:  www.menlopark.org/connectmenlo 

 Download App at: connectmenlo2go.com 

 Contact: Deanna Chow 
  Senior Planner 
  City of Menlo Park 
  Tel: (650) 330- 6733 
  Email:  connectmenlo@menlopark.org 
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Thank You! 


