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Existing Conditions Analyses



Block Pattern Study
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Figure Ground
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Block Pattern Study
El Camino Real
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Figure Ground
El Camino Real



El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan
City of Menlo Park

Block Pattern Study
Downtown
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Figure Ground
Downtown



Paved Surfaces
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Paved Surfaces
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Open Spaces
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Vehicular Circulation
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E‐W Connections
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Distinctive Elements of 
Downtown Menlo Park
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Existing Land Use
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Plan view



3‐D Model View
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3‐D Model View
Overview 2



3‐D Model View
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Santa Cruz view looking east
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Existing Conditions 3‐D Model View
City Zoning Envelope 



Existing Conditions

El Camino – lack of definition of street edge
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Existing Conditions

El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan
City of Menlo Park



Existing Conditions

Pedestrian Crossings
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Existing Conditions
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Existing Conditions

Santa Cruz Avenue 
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Market Analysis

Review of Market Conditions

Review Plans of Pipeline Projects

Talking with Realtors/Mortgage Brokers

Market Comparables with other Similar Cities
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Traffic and Parking Analysis

Reviewing Traffic Counts and Conditions

Vehicular/Bike/Pedestrian Circulation Patterns

Reviewing Downtown Parking and Standards 

East-West Connectivity

Review of Work to Date on High Speed Rail Study 
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Precedents



Development Along El Camino Real

Los Altos / Mountain View
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Development Along El Camino Real

Redwood City
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Development Along El Camino Real

San Mateo
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East – West Connectivity

San Carlos / Belmont
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Parking

Palo Alto / Redwood City
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Downtown Character

Palo Alto
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Downtown Character

Mountain View
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Downtown Character
Mountain View
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Downtown Character
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Downtown Character
Palo Alto
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Downtown Character

Redwood City
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Downtown Character
San Carlos 
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Downtown Character
San Luis Obispo
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Downtown Character
San Luis Obispo



Phase One Vision Goals
A “Healthy” City for Menlo Park



Menlo Park Vision Goals = A “Healthy” City

1. Improve public health and wellness: 
Access to quality food, wellness facilities and activities

2. Encourage a diversity of uses: 
Density, job preservation, diversity of housing types

3. Create a sense of place: 
Good transition between zones and uses, community participation, vibrancy

4. Optimize travel options and linkages: 
Good circulation, effective transit, alternative modes of transportation, walkability

5. Provide public amenities and conserve natural resources: 
Open space and recreation, improve air quality

6. Balance activities and intensities: 
Shopping and marketplaces, social spaces and events 
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Stakeholder Interviews



Stakeholder Interviews

Stakeholder Groups
• Architects and Developers

• Schools, Religious Institutions and Other Institutions

• City Staff

• Property Owners, Property Managers and Real Estate Brokers

• Residents

• Business Owners

• Former City Council Members

• Open/Extra Session
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March  18‐19, 2009



Stakeholder Interviews

Issues/Focus Areas
• Vacant lots on El Camino

• Character of development

• East/west connectivity ‐ downtown rail station, civic center

• Pedestrian and bicycle safety and connectivity

• Downtown parking ‐ supply, sub‐standard configuration

• Traffic
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Stakeholder Interviews

Sense of Place/Character
• Small scale development ‐ 1 to 2 stories

• Small business, local‐serving businesses

• Pedestrian orientation, landscape

• Santa Cruz

– Median trees beloved

– Many ideas for street ‐ one‐way, limit traffic, ped only

– Improve streetscape

El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan
City of Menlo Park

March  18‐19, 2009



Stakeholder Interviews

Development
• Community ‐ 2 to 3 stories; Developers ‐ 3 to 5 stories

• Community ‐ up to 40 units per acre; Developers ‐ up to 50 to 60 units per acre

• Mixed use development, balance of uses OK

• Residential development OK

• Smaller scale, local‐serving uses downtown

• Broaden demographic reach of downtown

– Consider more night‐time activities

• Pedestrian‐scale, tie to transit

• Menlo Park unfriendly to business development

– Permitting process cumbersome

– Community opposition

– Political opposition
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Stakeholder Interviews

Connectivity
• Connect to, support transit

• Wider sidewalks, more accommodating

• Comprehensive Bicycle Network

• Comprehensive parking approach downtown

– Address sub‐standard configuration

• Parking structure(s) downtown
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Community Workshop #1 
Outline



Community Workshop Work Plan
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Community Workshop #1 Outline

Objectives
• To re‐confirm Phase I vision and goals

• To understand existing conditions and constraints

• To understand and consider critical inter‐relationships/tradeoffs

• To prepare participants for considerations of alternatives in 
Workshop #2
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Vision Refinement



Community Workshop #1 Outline

Open House Format
• Welcome and Presentation

• Rotation among Stations 

• Report Back
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Vision Refinement



Community Workshop #1 Outline

Presentation 
• Vision and Goals

• Existing Context, Conditions and Constraints

• Menlo Park as a Healthy City

• Inter‐relationships/Tradeoffs

• Introduction to Open House

• Next Steps
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Community Workshop #1 Outline

Planning Principles: Inter‐relationships/Tradeoffs (in progress)
Character
• Village character and scale/density

Vibrancy
• Vibrancy and density, mix of uses, connectivity

• Mix of land uses and traffic/parking 

• Economic vitality and costs

Connectivity
• Connectivity and travel choices

• Traffic and density

Public Space
• Public space and land use efficiency

• Pedestrian and bicycle space and traffic capacity
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Community Workshop #1 Outline
Inter‐relationships: Mix of Uses and Travel Choices
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Community Workshop #1 Outline
Inter‐relationships: Mix of Uses and Vibrancy
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Community Workshop #1 Outline
Inter‐relationships: Land Use efficiency and Public Space
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Community Workshop #1‐Outline
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Community Workshop #1 
Outline

• Public Comment Board
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Community Workshop #1 Outline

Overall Questions for Participants:

• What other inter‐relationships should we consider?

• If Menlo Park wishes to be a “Healthy City”, what trade‐offs would 
you consider?
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