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Background 
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 Opportunities 

 Rapidly growing high-tech sector in M-2 Area 

 More balanced “live-work-play” environment 

 Opportunities for local-serving retail + lodging 

 Community benefits from new development 

 Parks/plazas; retail services; amenities; other 

 Issues and constraints 

 FAR allowances 

 Traffic 

 



Transportation Concerns 
Slide 3 

 Key corridors in/out of northern Menlo Park 
operate at capacity 

 Willow 

 Marsh (still has some capacity) 

 University 

 Regional through-traffic 

 Balance between driving, other modes and green 
infrastructure in the right-of-way 

 



What’s Important Depends on 
Perspective 

Traffic engineer: F A 

A F Economist: 
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Induced and Latent Demand 
Congestion  

Widen 
Roadway 

Faster Driving 

More People 
Drive 



Senate Bill 743 – LOS Reform  

 California Office of Planning and Research 
(OPR) to develop alternatives for CEQA 
impacts 

 Once guidelines adopted in 2015-16, LOS 
(mostly) replaced with another metric 

 Cities can choose to keep or remove LOS for 
Non-CEQA purposes 

 However, we can’t build our way out of traffic 
congestion 
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Santa Monica Street Typology 



Transportation Opportunities 
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 Physical improvements 
 Bus priority, reversible lanes  

 Provides emergency vehicle access 

 Cycle tracks 

 Signal timing coordination 

 Transportation Management Association (TMA) 

 Better transportation choices for existing 
employees and residents 

 Trip limit  
 We can’t add (many) more vehicular trips 

 Monitoring 
 

 



Today’s Discussion 
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 M-2 specific issues and opportunities 

 Citywide 

 City vs. regional trips 

 Safe routes to school, transit, destinations 

 Street Classification System 

 Performance metrics 



For More Information 

 Visit:  www.menlopark.org/connectmenlo 

 Contact: Deanna Chow 
  Senior Planner 
  City of Menlo Park 
  Tel: (650) 330- 6733 
  Email:  connectmenlo@menlopark.org 



Citywide Context 



Focus on M-2 Area 
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