September 17, 2009

Undergrounding El Camino Real

There were discussions by the community to underground EI Camino
Real in the downtown area to both enhance pedestrian-oriented east-west
connectivity and improve through traffic heading north-south. After review
of the diagrams and findings below, this proposal was considered to be
inappropriate by the community at Workshop #2.

Preliminary Tunnel Study - El Camino Real

B SECTION ALTERNATIVE #2-TUNNEL CONDITION WITH WIDE SIDEWALK ABOVE

Preliminary Findings

= The existing El Camino Real right-of-way constrains the amount of space
available for ramp infrastructure, travel lanes, parking lanes, and sidewalks,
particularly where ramp conditions are proposed.

® The preliminary traffic analysis results indicate the cancept may work
technically, with through traffic (approximately 50% of traffic flow) and primary
turning movements accommodated. However, a detailed traffic analysis would
need to be conducted to understand the full impacts and it could result in the
need for additional turn lanes and other improvements that minimize the
potential aesthetic impacts discussed below.

# The primary benefits would be seen in the stretch between Roble and Oak DOWNTOWN TUNNEL PLAN
Grove Avenues, where two lanes of through traffic (one in each direction) would * From a business perspective, the tunnel could send a
be fully underground. In this area, significant aesthetic and pedestrian/bicycle message that Menlo Park is a market to be bypassed,
connectivity improvements would be possible through widened with the gains from an improved visual character and
sidewalks/medians and reduced automotive traffic. pedestrian/bicycle connectivity in the central area offset
« Between Middle and Roble Avenues and Oak Grove and Valparaiso Avenues, by a loss of visibility and unclear access.
two 750-foot-lang open ramps would present significant challenges with poor
aesthetics, loss of existing street trees, removal of on-street parking, removal of Assumptions (based on typical Caltrans standards)
two traffic lanes (in the stretch between Middle and Roble Avenues), and s Ramp slope: 5%
impacts to existing business with loss of access, *Ramp length: 750 feet, inclusive of vertical approach
= Costs would clearly be significant, with no likely funding sources identified. #Vertical clearance: 16.5 feet
There are still many unknowns at this peint, including location and potential e Tunnel cover: 6 feet
impediments from underground utilities and potential objections or concerns «Travel line widths: 11 feet (would require Caltrans waiver)
from Caltrans. + Shoulder widths: 8 feet in tunnel and 4 feet at-grade
® Construction would require delays and/or rerouting over an extended period. (latter of which would require Caltrans waiver)

Pedestrian Bridge Over El Camino Real
There were discussions by the community to
provide a pedestrian bridge over EI Camino Real

in the downtown area to enhance pedestrian-
oriented east-west connectivity. At Workshop

#2, the consultant team presented a summary

of the findings which are described in more detail
below, and which appeared to be understood and
accepted by the community at the workshop.

A pedestrian bridge over El Camino Real would not be an appropriate solution to
provide improved pedestrian crossing and should not be considered. Improving
the at-grade crossings would provide more overall benefit at a much lower
cost, This conclusion is based on the following:

1. There is insufficient room for the bridge's ramping system or elevator and
stairs, unless the elevator and stairs can be incorporated into a new building to
be built on a redeveloped site.

2. The pedestrian crossing time with the bridge and ramps would be 226
seconds, compared to the 26 to 186 second at-grade crossing time. Therefore
the pedestrian bridge would be less convenient and people would not be
inclined to use it.

3. The crossing time with an elevator would be shorter than with the ramps,
but not always shorter than the at-grade crossing time. Elevators have other
disadvantages, including unavailability during breakdowns and maintenance
checks and security.

4. If the bridge were constructed, people would continue to cross EI Camino
Real at grade, The crosswalk and pedestrian signals would be removed at the
bridge location thus creating an unsafe situation.

5. Measures to reduce pedestrian waiting times, decrease pedestrian crossing
distances, and slow traffic speeds on El Camino Real would be less costly and
more beneficial and therefore should be considered instead of a pedestrian
bridge.

Land Use Comparison
The study was conducted to consider the relative impacts of various land
uses in the El Camino Real/downtown project area.
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Stanford Properties

Stanford University owns 6 parcels totaling 12.8
acres at the southern end of El Camino Real,
south of downtown. The parcels are composed
of short-term and long-term leases.

» Total Acreage = 12.8 acres
» 4.24 acre Stanford Park Hotel

» 8.56 acre other 5 parcels
» Stanford plans to redevelop 8.56 acres in a
comprehensive, integrated manner after all

current leases expire in 2013

» Stanford foresees a market-driven mix of office
(including medical office), hotel, retail and
possibly not-for-sale residential uses

» Stanford has not prepared any master plan for
the parcels at this time
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