SAN FRANCISCO

CEVAIET

May 26, 2011

Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager

City of Menlo Park

Community Development Department, Planning Division
701 Laurel Street

Menlo Park, CA 94025

Subject: Notice of Preparation for the Menlo Park Facebook Campus Project
Environmental Impact Report

Dear Mr. Murphy:

On behalf of the San Francisco Bay Trail Project, | am submitting comments on the Notice of
Preparation for the Menlo Park Facebook Campus Project Environmental Impact Report. The
San Francisco Bay Trail is a visionary plan for a shared-use bicycle and pedestrian path that will
one day allow continuous travel around San Francisco Bay. Currently, 310 miles of trail have
been completed. Eventually, the Bay Trail will extend over 500 miles to link the shoreline of
nine counties, passing through 47 cities and crossing seven toll bridges.

The new Facebook East Campus is located at a crossroads in the Bay Trail (see attached Map A).
The existing trail directly adjacent to the campus along Bayfront Expressway provides east-west
bicycle access to the Dumbarton Bridge pathway, a key link in the bicycle transportation
network between San Mateo and Alameda counties. A north-south alignment is proposed to
extend from the Facebook campus, along University Avenue to the Ravenswood Open Space
Preserve and south along 26-miles of existing shoreline Bay Trail to Santa Clara.

The following comments are suggested for inclusion in the Environmental Impact Report:

0 Emphasize the importance of bicycle commuting to the new campus Facebook
proposes to establish a “vehicle trip cap” on peak period and average daily vehicle trips
to and from the East Campus. In order for this proposal to succeed, safe and direct
bicycle access needs to be constructed. The EIR should identify sections of the bicycle
network, including the Bay Trail, for completion as development project mitigation.

0 Recognize existing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure Twenty-six miles of
continuous shoreline trail exist between East Palo Alto and Santa Clara (see attached
Map A). This trail system can serve as a primary bicycle commute route since many
Facebook employees travel to work from communities south of the new campus, such
as Palo Alto, Mountain View and Sunnyvale. The EIR should include a map that
identifies existing and proposed sections of the Bay Trail and the surrounding bicycle
network.
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0 Require completion of key Bay Trail gap as mitigation A gap in the Bay Trail exists
between the Facebook East Campus and Ravenswood Open Space Preserve in East Palo
Alto (see attached Map B). This one-mile gap is the only section missing in the Bay Trail
for safe and direct access between East Campus and Santa Clara, a total distance of 27
miles. Completion of this gap also benefits the citizens of Menlo Park. In 2005, the City
of Menlo Park completed a feasibility analysis of this trail section with a grant from the
Bay Trail Project. Currently, the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District is securing a
trail easement from the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission and completing
conceptual design of the trail. The EIR should identify construction of this gap as
mitigation to realize a continuous trail between the Facebook East Campus and Santa
Clara.

0 Complete Transportation Impact Analysis (TIA) for University Avenue between Bay
Road and Bayshore Expressway This segment of University should be analyzed as part
of the Transportation Impact Analysis because bicyclists and pedestrians are currently
forced to use this roadway for access around the Bay Trail gap. Information gathered
from the study can identify a need for the trail gap closure.

Thank you for considering these comments and please contact me at 510-464-7935 or
laurat@abag.ca.gov if you have questions about this letter or the Bay Trail in general.

Sincerely,

Loumen Thomp o

Laura Thompson
Bay Trail Project Manager

cc: Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition
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