
1706 El Camino Real

Potential Traffic Impacts 
and Mitigation 

Discussion

February 26, 2009



HistoryHistory

nn Draft Traffic StudyDraft Traffic Study
nn Site Access on El Camino and BuckthornSite Access on El Camino and Buckthorn

nn Discussed Site Access Options Discussed Site Access Options 
nn Discussed Potential ImpactsDiscussed Potential Impacts
nn Discussed Potential MitigationsDiscussed Potential Mitigations
nn Differing opinions regarding mitigationsDiffering opinions regarding mitigations



Draft Traffic StudyDraft Traffic Study

nn Impacts with any new trips (Draft and Final)Impacts with any new trips (Draft and Final)
nn No credit given for existing use (Draft and Final)No credit given for existing use (Draft and Final)
nn Draft Study with access on El Draft Study with access on El Camino RealCamino Real and and 

BuckthornBuckthorn
nn Buckthorn and El Camino Real (AM and PM)Buckthorn and El Camino Real (AM and PM)
nn Watkins and El Camino Real (PM only)Watkins and El Camino Real (PM only)
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Site Access OptionsSite Access Options

nn Current AccessCurrent Access
nn El Camino Only Access OnEl Camino Only Access On--Site with new Site with new 

DrivewayDriveway
nn Shared El Camino Only AccessShared El Camino Only Access
nn Buckthorn Only AccessBuckthorn Only Access
nn Combination OptionsCombination Options
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1706 ECR

El Camino Driveway Shared with Adjacent Property



Final Study Potential ImpactsFinal Study Potential Impacts

nn Watkins and El Camino Real has new turn Watkins and El Camino Real has new turn 
restrictions, impact removedrestrictions, impact removed

nn Final Study with access only on El Camino RealFinal Study with access only on El Camino Real
nn Buckthorn and El Camino Real (AM and PM)Buckthorn and El Camino Real (AM and PM)
nn Spruce and El Camino Real (PM only)Spruce and El Camino Real (PM only)
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Potential Mitigation OptionsPotential Mitigation Options

nn No Left TurnNo Left Turn
nn Buckthorn (AM)Buckthorn (AM)
nn Buckthorn (PM)Buckthorn (PM)
nn Spruce (PM)Spruce (PM)
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No Left Turn during AM and PM Peak Hour



Potential Mitigation OptionsPotential Mitigation Options

nn No Left TurnNo Left Turn
nn Buckthorn (AM)Buckthorn (AM)
nn Buckthorn (PM)Buckthorn (PM)
nn Spruce (PM)Spruce (PM)

nn Traffic SignalTraffic Signal
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Potential Mitigation OptionsPotential Mitigation Options

nn No Left Turn during AM and/or PMNo Left Turn during AM and/or PM
nn Traffic SignalTraffic Signal
nn Increase El Camino Median IslandIncrease El Camino Median Island
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Increase Median for Two-Step Left Turn
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Increase Median for Two-Step Left Turn



Potential Mitigation OptionsPotential Mitigation Options

nn No Left Turn during AM and/or PMNo Left Turn during AM and/or PM
nn Traffic SignalTraffic Signal
nn Increase El Camino Median IslandIncrease El Camino Median Island
nn No ChangeNo Change



Intersection ModificationsIntersection Modifications
nn No Left TurnNo Left Turn
nn Full MitigationFull Mitigation

nn Traffic SignalTraffic Signal
nn Full MitigationFull Mitigation
nn Does not meet warrantsDoes not meet warrants

nn Increase El Camino Median IslandIncrease El Camino Median Island
nn Partial MitigationPartial Mitigation

nn No ChangeNo Change
nn Does not MitigateDoes not Mitigate



Right Turn lane from El Camino to Buckthorn
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Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process
Potentially Significant Impacts 

Identified in Traffic Study?

Feasible Mitigation Measures 
Reduce Impact to Less than 

Significant?

Prepare Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)

NO

YES



YES

Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process
Potentially Significant Impacts 

Identified in Traffic Study?

Feasible Mitigation Measures 
Reduce Impact to Less than 

Significant?

Prepare Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)

Mitigation Measures Desirable 
by Neighborhood?

Prepare Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND)

Potentially Significant Impacts 
Deemed Less than Significant 

by City Council?

YES

Applicant Determination

NO

YES

NO



Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process

Prepare Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR)

Prepare Mitigated Negative 
Declaration

Planning Commission Recommendation 
on Use Permit, Architectural Control, 

Tentative Subdivision Map and 
Environmental Review

City Council Action on Use Permit, 
Architectural Control, Tentative 

Subdivision Map and Environmental 
Review

Planning Commission Review 
of Draft Environmental Impact 

Report



Traffic Mitigation Options and ProcessTraffic Mitigation Options and Process
MITIGATION IMPACT WITH 

MITIGATION
PROCESS

Restrict Left Turn 
Movements from 
Buckthorn Way to El 
Camino Real during the 
AM Peak Period (7-9 a.m.) 

Less than Significant Mitigated Negative 
Declaration*

Restrict Left Turn 
Movements from 
Buckthorn Way to El 
Camino Real during the 
PM Peak Period (4-6 p.m.)

Less than Significant Mitigated Negative 
Declaration*

Restrict Left Turn 
Movements from Spruce 
Avenue to El Camino Real 
during the PM Peak Period 
(4-6 p.m.)

Less than Significant Mitigated Negative 
Declaration*

Median Island 
Modifications on El Camino 
Real

Potentially Significant City Council Review 
and Determination

No Change Potentially Significant City Council Review  
and Determination

* The preparation of an Mitigated Negative Declaration requires the left turn restrictions during 
the AM and PM peak periods at Buckthorn Way and El Camino Real and the PM peak period at 
Spruce Avenue and El Camino Real.
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Environmental Review ProcessEnvironmental Review Process
Potentially Significant Impacts 

Identified in Traffic Study?

Feasible Mitigation Measures 
Reduce Impact to Less than 

Significant?

Prepare Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)

Mitigation Measures Desirable 
by Neighborhood?

Prepare Mitigated Negative 
Declaration (MND)

Potentially Significant Impacts 
Deemed Less than Significant 

by City Council?

NO

YES

Applicant Determination

NO

YES

NO



Questions?


