
  

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 

Council Meeting Date: July 15, 2008 
Staff Report #: 08-095 

 
Agenda Item #: D2 

 
 
CONSENT: Authorization of the City Manager to Enter into an Agreement with 

LSA in the Amount of $75,505 to Perform an Environmental Study 
and Develop a Focused Environmental Impact Report for the 
Burgess Gymnasium and Gymnastics Center Project and Approve a 
Budget of $83,000 for the Contract and Contingency. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into an 
agreement with LSA in the amount of $75,505 to perform an environmental study and 
develop a Focused Environmental Impact Report for the Burgess Gymnasium and 
Gymnastics Center Project and approve a budget of $83,000 for the contract and 
contingency. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Burgess Gymnasium and Gymnastics Center Project involves the proposed 
construction of at least one new building structure having a floor area of at least 20,000 
square feet.  New construction of this magnitude has the potential to result in a direct or 
indirect physical change in the environment.  Consequently, it is deemed a “project” 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and must therefore comply with 
CEQA requirements to determine its potential impacts on the community. 
 
One of the more significant considerations for this project is its potential impact on traffic 
and parking.  This particular component typically requires specialized expertise and the 
longest lead time for review and study.  On May 20, 2008, Council authorized a contract 
with DKS Associates, Inc., a transportation engineering consultant, to perform the 
Traffic Impact Analysis (see Attachment A).  DKS has already begun this work, and their 
findings will be incorporated into this CEQA study and report. 
 
ANALYSIS 
 
At this time, the City does not have sufficient in-house resources to perform the required 
CEQA study and Environmental Impact Report.  Therefore, staff has sought the 
assistance of a professional environmental consultant. 
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Summary of Selection Process 
 
Staff contacted four of the environmental consulting firms having master agreements 
with the Community Development Department to determine if they were willing and able 
to perform the required work.  Two of the firms, Impact Sciences, Inc., of Oakland and 
LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA) of Berkeley, indicated possible availability and were 
provided with a written Request for Proposal (RFP). LSA submitted a proposal 
(Attachment B) that meets the requirements for the project. Impact Sciences, Inc., did 
not submit a proposal due to their current workload and staffing levels. 
 
LSA is well qualified to perform the required work.  The proposed project team has a full 
range of expertise, and LSA has experience working with the City on EIR preparation.  
LSA recently prepared the Derry Lane Mixed-Use Development EIR and is currently 
preparing the 1300 El Camino Real Mixed-Use Development EIR.  LSA intends to use 
select background research and analysis conducted for these two EIRs in the Initial 
Study and Focused EIR for the Burgess Gymnasium Expansion Project.  The use of this 
data will enable LSA to prepare the environmental documents for the proposed project 
efficiently and expedite the schedule. 
 
Scope of Work 
 
As part of its scope of work LSA proposes the following: 

• Task 1. Kick-off meeting, scoping, and team meetings 
o Start-up Meeting 
o Site Visit 
o Base Map Preparation 
o Data Gathering and Evaluation 
o Scoping Session 
o Work Program Refinement/Technical Memo 

• Task 2. Initial Study 
o Administrative Draft Initial Study 
o Screencheck Draft Initial Study 
o Public Review Draft Initial Study/Notice of Preparation 

• Task 3. Draft Focused EIR 
o Administrative Draft Focused EIR 

 Project Description 
 Land Use and Planning Policy 
 Transportation, Circulation, and Parking 
 Impacts Found Not to be Significant 
 Cumulative Impacts/CEQA-Req. Conclusions 
 Alternatives 

o Screencheck Draft Focused EIR 
o Draft Focused EIR 

• Task 4. Final Focused EIR 
o Response to Comments (RTC) Document 

 Administrative Draft RTC Document 
 Screencheck Draft RTC Document 
 RTC Document 

o Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 
o Final Focused EIR 
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• Task 5. Certification Documents 
o Findings of Fact 
o Statement of Overriding Considerations 
o Final Focused EIR Certification Resolutions 

• Task 6. Meetings and Project Management 
 
Each task is described in more detail in the scope of work of the proposal provided as 
Attachment B. 
 
The EIR will follow the City’s standard requirements, will meet the requirements of 
CEQA, and will provide information to evaluate all 4 alternative schemes for the 
Gymnasium/Gymnastics Center project previously presented to Council. Should Council 
adopt staff’s recommendation to award this contract, LSA would commence work 
immediately with a proposed completion date in February 2009. 
 
IMPACT ON CITY RESOURCES 
 
The cost to perform the proposed scope of work is $75,505.  In addition, a contingency 
amount of $7,495 (approximately 10 percent) is recommended for additional, 
unforeseen work.  The total project amount will not exceed $83,000.  Sufficient funds 
are available as part of the $1.25 million FY 2007-08 budget for the Burgess 
Gymnasium and Gymnastics Center Project.  The source of funds is the Measure T 
Bond fund. 
 
POLICY ISSUES 
 
This recommendation does not represent any change to existing City policy. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
 
This purpose of this contract is to satisfy the environmental review requirements for the 
Burgess Gymnasium and Gymnastics Center Project. 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________ _______________________________ 
Lawrence Johmann Lisa Ekers 
Senior Civil Engineer Engineering Services Manager 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE: Public Notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this 

agenda item being listed, at least 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
ATTACHMENTS   A.  Staff Report #08-069
 B. Proposal for Services - Burgess Gymnasium and Gymnastics 

Center Focused Environmental Impact Report 

http://service.govdelivery.com/docs/CAMENLO/CAMENLO_101/CAMENLO_101_20080709_en.pdf











































	   PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENTCouncil Meeting Date: July 15, 2008Staff Report #: 08-095Agenda Item #: D2 
	  
	PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
	Staff Report #: 08-095


	BACKGROUND
	ANALYSIS
	Lawrence Johmann Lisa Ekers
	Senior Civil Engineer Engineering Services Manager



