)
& Land Services, 111 Almaden Blvd., Rm. 814, San Jose, CA 95115

December 30, 2008

City of Menlo Park
Engineering Division

701 Laurel St.

Menlo Park, CA 94025

Attn: Lawrence M. Johmann
Fax: 650.327.5497

Ref: NOP of EIR Review

Date: 2007

For: Burgess Gymnasium and Gymnastic Project
501 Laurel St., Menlo Park

PG&E File: SJ 181

Dear Mr. Johmann,

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on this Notice of Preparation
of an Environmental Impact Report ( EIR ) for the above Project. PG&E
has the following comments to offer:

PG&E owns and operates gas and electric facilities which are located within and adjacent
to the proposed project. To promote the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of
utility facilities, the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has mandated specific
clearance requirements between utility facilities and surrounding objects or construction
activities. To ensure compliance with these standards, project proponents should
coordinate with PG&E early in the development of their project plans. Any proposed
development plans should provide for unrestricted utility access and prevent easement
encroachments that might impair the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of
PG&E’s facilities.

The developers will be responsible for the costs associated with the relocation of existing
PG&E facilities to accommodate their proposed development. Because facilities
relocation’s require long lead times and are not always feasible, the developers should
be encouraged to consult with PG&E as early in their planning stages as possible.

Relocations of PG&E’s electric transmission and substation facilities (50,000 volts and
above) could also require formal approval from the California Public Utilities
Commission. If required, this approval process could take up to two years to complete.
Proponents with development plans which could affect such electric transmission
facilities should be referred to PG&E for additional information and assistance in the
development of their project schedules.



We would also like to note that continued development consistent with the City's
General Plans will have a cumulative impact on PG&E's gas and electric systems and
may require on-site and off-site additions and improvements to the facilities which supply
these services. Because utility facilities are operated as an integrated system, the
presence of an existing gas or electric transmission or distribution facility does not
necessarily mean the facility has capacity to connect new loads.

Expansion of distribution and transmission lines and related facilities is a necessary
consequence of growth and development. In addition to adding new distribution feeders,
the range of electric system improvements needed to accommodate growth may include
upgrading existing substation and transmission line equipment, expanding existing
substations to their ultimate buildout capacity, and building new substations and
interconnecting transmission lines. Comparable upgrades or additions needed to
accommodate additional load on the gas system could include facilities such as
regulator stations, odorizer stations, valve lots, distribution and transmission lines.

It is recommended that environmental documents for proposed development projects
include adequate evaluation of cumulative impacts of utility systems, the utility facilities
necessary to serve those developments and any potential environmental issues
associated with extending utility service to the proposed project. This will assure the
project’s compliance with CEQA and reduce potential delays to the project schedule.

PG&E remains committed to working with the City to provide timely, reliable and cost
effective gas and electric service to the planned area. We would also appreciate being
copied on future correspondence regarding this subject as this project develops.

The California Constitution vests in the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC)
exclusive power and sole authority with respect to the regulation of privately owned or
investor owned public utilities such as PG&E. This exclusive power extends to all
aspects of the location, design, construction, maintenance and operation of public utility
facilities. Nevertheless, the CPUC has provisions for regulated utilities to work closely
with local governments and give due consideration to their concerns. PG&E must
balance our commitment to provide due consideration to local concerns with our
obligation to provide the public with a safe, reliable, cost-effective energy supply in
compliance with the rules and tariffs of the CPUC.

Should you require any additional information or have any questions, please call me at
(408) 282-7544.

Sincerely,

Alfred Poon

Land Agent

LRP-Southern Area, San Jose
Email: akp3@pge.com



