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Meeting Purpose

 Overview California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) 

 Summarize Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR)

 Ask questions about the Draft EIR
 Receive Commissioner and public comment on 

the adequacy of the Draft EIR



Project Schedule
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Major Project Objectives

 Establish & achieve community’s vision
 Realize city’s economic potential
 Land use changes only in M-2 Area
 Any added development must provide 

community amenities
 Improve mobility for all travel modes
 Preserve neighborhood character
 Reduce emissions & adapt sustainably

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Menlo Council determined at beginning of project that any development in the M-2 Area beyond what’s in current GP can only occur if it provides amenities directly in the adjacent community of MP



Policy Framework
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CEQA Overview
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 California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) requires identification of 
potential impacts on the environment

 Impacts must be mitigated, or City 
adopt a statement of overriding 
considerations

 Program-level EIR for the General Plan



EIR Topics
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 Aesthetics & Visual Quality
 Air Quality
 Biological Resources
 Cultural, Historical & 

Archaeological Resources
 Geology and Soils
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
 Hazardous Materials

 Hydrology & Water Quality
 Land Use & Planning
 Noise
 Public Services
 Recreation
 Transportation & Circulation
 Utilities & Service Systems



Program-level EIR
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 Describes broad, long-term issues
 Mitigation occurs through policies, 

programs and zoning where feasible
 Allows for streamlined (tiered) 

environmental review for future projects
 Must comply with updated zoning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No specific development projects are proposed as part of the project. 
long-term plans that will be implemented over a 24-year buildout horizon (2016 to 2040) as policy documents guiding future development activities and City actions. 

The CEQA concept of "tiering" refers to the evaluation of general environmental matters in a broad program-level EIR, with subsequent focused environmental documents for individual projects. 
CEQA encourage the use of tiered environmental documents to reduce delays and excessive paperwork in the environmental review process. This is accomplished in tiered documents by eliminating repetitive analyses of issues that were adequately addressed in the program EIR and by incorporating those analyses by reference. 

Where future development projects are within scope of the program EIR, then additional environmental review may not be required. 
When a program EIR is relied on, the lead agency must incorporate feasible mitigation measures in the program EIR. 
All development that qualify as a “project” under CEQA are subject to compliance with CEQA. 
the project are substantially different from those defined in the programmatic EIR;
would require additional mitigation measures; or
impacts were not evaluated in sufficient detail in the programmatic EIR.
the lead agency prepare a new Initial Study leading to a Negative Declaration, a Mitigated Negative Declaration, or an EIR unless the activity qualifies for an exemption from the CEQA process. 

For all subsequent environmental review documents, within or outside of the scope of the General Plan, this program EIR will serve as the first-tier environmental analysis, which may  serve to streamline future environmental review of subsequent projects. 




EIR Process
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City Council Reviews the Final EIR & the Project

 Comments received 
during 45-day 
period are 
responded to 
in writing

 Comment period 
closes July 15



Maximum Potential Development
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Draft M-2 Area Zoning Map
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Potentially Significant Impacts
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 Less Than Significant 
with Mitigation 

 Biological Resources
 Cultural Resources
 Hazardous Materials
 Noise
 Utilities

 Significant and 
Unavoidable
 Air Quality
 Greenhouse Gas 

Emissions
 Transportation
 (Population & Housing –

will be mitigated by ABAG update)



Alternatives
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 “No Project” (no zoning changes in M-2 Area)
 Highest impact alternative

 Reduced Overall Development
 25% less than per ConnectMenlo
 Similar impacts to project

 Reduced Nonresidential Development
 50% of amount allowed per ConnectMenlo
 “Environmentally Superior” due primarily to more 

housing compared to new jobs



Alternatives Comparison
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Impacts/Alternatives
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Areas of Significant &
Unavoidable Impact Project No Project Reduced

Nonresidential
Reduced 
Overall

Regional Air Quality &
Construction Emissions SU > < <

Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions SU > < =

Roadway & Intersection 
Level of Service SU > < =

Bike & Pedestrian 
Connections SU > < =

Transit Demand SU < = =

> higher,  = similar , or < lower  when compared to the proposed project



Next Steps and Comments
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 Preparation of Final EIR
 Planning Commission Review and 

Recommendation – Aug 29
 City Council Review and Action –

Tentative:  Sept 27/Oct 11



Comments on Draft EIR
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 Submit by 5pm, Friday July 15, 2016

Mail: Deanna Chow, Principal Planner
Community Development Department
701 Laurel Street
Menlo Park, CA 94025

Email: connectmenlo@menlopark.org
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