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Meeting Agenda
• Introductions (Steering Committee)
• Valparaiso SR2S background and next steps
• Valparaiso SR2S plan and March Meeting

comments
• Small group discussions on current plan

10 min
10 min
20 min

60 min



Safe Routes to School in Menlo Park
• Safe Routes Projects in Menlo Park

– Hillview Middle School (completed & constructed)
– Oak Knoll Elementary School (completed & constructed)
– Laurel Elementary School (completed & constructed)
– Encinal Elementary School (completed & grant application)
– Alternative Transportation to Schools Study
– Valparaiso SR2S Study



Valparaiso SR2S Background
• Hillview School
• Encinal School
• Oak Knoll School
• Sacred Heart Schools
• Menlo School
• Nativity School
• Saint Raymond School

Study Area



Task 1 – Data Collection & Review
• Kick-off Meeting (Steering Committee)
• City provided data

– Turning Movement Counts
– Speed Surveys
– Collision Data
– Aerial Photos & Maps

• Conduct Field Observations
• Meeting with City Staff



Task 2 – Improvement Alternatives
• Discuss with City Possible Improvements:

– Traffic Calming Tools and School Safety Education

• Meet with Steering Committee + Stakeholder Group
– Discuss advantages/disadvantages
– Make recommendations

• Neighborhood Meeting (March 29, 2012)



Task 3 - Draft Plan
• Present Draft SR2S Plan at Neighborhood Meeting

(tonight’s meeting)
Presentation will be available online early next week

• Present Draft SR2S Plan to City’s Bicycle and
Transportation Commissions

• Prepare Final Draft SR2S Plan



Task 4 - Presentation to Menlo Park
City Council

• Present Final Draft SR2S Plan
• Discuss Council Members comments
• Prepare Final SR2S Plan

Task 5 – Preliminary Design Plans
• Develop 35% concept plans, special provisions, and

cost estimates





Santa Cruz Sidewalk Study
• Survey letter being sent to property owners in June
• Survey will query residents on 4 alternatives:

– North side sidewalk only
– South side sidewalk only
– North and South side sidewalks
– North and South side sidewalks + parking pullouts and

landscaping buffer



Sacred Heart Schools
• Intersection improvements design

– Elena/Valparaiso and Emile/Valparaiso designs currently discussed
with Town of Atherton staff

• Sacred Heart School SR2S Report (San Mateo County Office of
Education)
– Similar recommendations as current Valparaiso SR2S plan

• Refreshed crosswalk striping and new lighted crosswalks
• Signal warrant studies at Valparaiso with Emile, Main Entrance, and Elena



Comments Received at March Meeting
• Park Lane: Request was made to review no parking

areas and other traffic issues.
– Atherton Staff asked that the request be formally

submitted to the Town Staff or the Transportation
Commission.

• University/Valparaiso Signal: Request was made to
review signal timing.
– Request has been incorporated into the Plan, likely

lengthen the eastbound left turn and north/south timing.



Comments Received at March Meeting
• Johnson/Santa Cruz: Request was made to relocate

stop bar to improve sight distance.
– Request has been incorporated into the Plan.

• Valparaiso Bike Lane (north side): Request was made
to widen bike lane
– Request has been incorporated into the Plan, bike lane will

be widened from typical 4 feet to 5 feet between
intersections. At intersections, widening may be cost
prohibitive but will be reviewed to determine if striping
can be modified easily.



Comments Received at March Meeting
• Johnson/Valparaiso: Request was made to review

flooding along Valparaiso between Arbor and
Johnson.
– Request is being reviewed to determine drainage options.

Currently no storm water inlets close to location.

• El Camino Real/Valparaiso: Request was made to
review additional bike striping at intersection.
– Request has been incorporated into the plan with dashed

bike lane striping through the intersection, parallel to the
crosswalk.



University Drive/Valparaiso Avenue

Drop-off/Pickup? Drop-off/Pickup?

City Staff coordinating with Fire District on Plan elements



Bike Lane Improvements
Current/Upcoming Locations

– San Francisco (Fell & Market)
– Santa Clara (Stevens Creek)
– San Jose (San Fernando St)
– Pleasanton
– Oakland
– Berkeley
– San Mateo

Bike lane on Channing Avenue
and Center Drive in Palo Alto

Oregon “Green” Bike Lanes Report
• 92% of motorists now yield to

bicyclists (72% before)
• 87% of drivers now slow down

(71% before)



Valparaiso Full Widening

• Relocate 20-25 power poles
• Potential removal of heritage trees
• Approximate cost of $500k - $700k



Valparaiso Left Turn Widening

• Removal of south side parking
(effecting 15 properties)

• Approximate cost of $150 - $250





Small Group Discussions on Proposed
Draft Plan


