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Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)



Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS)
• Derived from 2008 State legislation (SB 375)
• Metropolitan regions required to:

• Provide a 25-year land use strategy that identifies areas to 
accommodate all of the region’s population

• Forecast a land use pattern that reduces greenhouse gas 
emissions

• MTC and ABAG are the primary agencies for the Bay 
Area SCS process

• SCS to be generated through iterative process
• Local governments asked for input, but not formal 

approval
• Does not change local land use authority



Initial Vision Scenario
• Overall Bay Area projected to grow by over 2 million 

people over the next 25 years (7,350,000 today to 
approximately 9,430,000 by 2035)

• 12 percent per capita GHG reduction (below 15 percent 
target)

• Menlo Park projected to grow from 12,432 households in 
2010 to 17,563 households in 2035 (41.3% increase)

• 81% of Menlo Park’s new growth projected to occur in and 
around downtown and the El Camino Real corridor



Draft Comment Letter
• Support of overall climate change goals and 

acknowledgement that MTC/ABAG are operating under 
approved State law

• Significant concerns with the local environmental and 
fiscal impacts of the projected growth (not known at this 
stage)

• Contrast with Draft El Camino Real/Downtown Specific 
Plan’s housing projections (680 housing units over same 
planning period)

• Uncertainty on basis for overall Bay Area 
housing/employment projections



Meeting Process
• City Council clarification questions of staff
• Public Comment
• City Council direction/action on draft comment letter; may 

include changes to be subsequently finalized by City 
Manager (or Mayor, if preferred)


