
 

 

Dear Commissioner Strehl: 

 

My name is Keith Ogden, and I'm a housing attorney at Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto. Our mission is to 

provide transformative legal services that enable diverse communities in the Peninsula and beyond to achieve a secure and 

thriving future.  

 

I provided a brief comment at the May 23 Planning Commission meeting on the topic of the General Plan update and 

affordable housing. In my comment I referenced a memo that CLSEPA submitted to the City of Menlo Park in April. 

I am attaching that memo in case you have not had a chance to review it. In it, we discuss the interrelated issues of 

economic development, jobs creation, traffic, housing creation (both affordable and market-rate) and displacement. We 

urge the creation of sufficient affordable housing to mitigate displacement of people and mitigate increased traffic and 

pollution. Please take a moment to review the memo. We plan to follow up with you in July to discuss in more detail the 

issues raised, as well as the possible solutions.  

 

In addition, I'm providing a link to a UC Berkeley report which discusses in more detail the connections between 

affordable housing creation and displacement prevention. If possible, I recommend reading the report in its entirety (it's 12 

pages long). The blog link below does a good job summarizing the report if you'd like to get a quick snapshot. 

 

http://www.urbandisplacement.org/sites/default/files/images/udp_research_brief_052316.pdf 

 

http://www.urbandisplacement.org/blog/development-and-displacement 

 

For context, you may have seen a Legislative Analyst Office (LAO) report from earlier this year discussing the housing 

crisis. That report in part relied on data gathered by this team of UC Berkeley researchers. Apparently, however, the LAO 

report was selective in the data that they used. As a result, the Berkeley researchers contend that the LAO report failed to 

analyze the effect of subsidized housing construction on stabilizing neighborhoods.  

 

After looking at all the available data, the Berkeley researchers conclude that subsidized housing is twice as effective as 

market rate housing at stabilizing neighborhoods facing displacement pressures. The updated report does a great job at 

getting at the impacts of both market rate and subsidized housing and explaining why we need to create both to mitigate 

displacement and provide housing for all.  

 

I look forward to following up with you soon.  

 

Very best, 

 

 

Keith Ogden, Esq. 

Senior Attorney, Housing and Economic Advancement 

Ph: (650) 391-0346 

Fax: (866) 688-5204 

Community Legal Services in East Palo Alto 

1861 Bay Road 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303 
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