
  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
AND 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING COMMISSION  
MEETING OF MARCH 10, 2014 

 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Menlo Park, California, is scheduled to 
review the following item:  
 
City of Menlo Park Housing Element Update, Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Environmental Review:  The 
proposed Housing Element provides an update to the goals, policies and implementation programs of City’s 
adopted Housing Element. The proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments would implement specific programs in 
the current Housing Element (2007-2014), some of which are required for compliance with State law. 
 
The Planning Commission will consider and make recommendations on the following:  

 
Housing Element Update (2015–2023) 
The proposed Housing Element includes updated policies and programs that are intended to guide the 
City’s housing efforts through the 2015–2023 Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) planning period 
for compliance with State law.  
 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment (Housing Element Implementation) 
Under the proposed Project, the City would implement several programs identified in the current Housing 
Element. Programs include ordinance amendments related to the following: 

 
1) Emergency Shelter for the Homeless Overlay Zone: For compliance with Senate Bill 2, the City 

must rezone to allow an emergency shelter for the homeless in at least one zone without a 
conditional use permit or any other discretionary process. The definition of Emergency Shelter is 
“housing with minimal supportive services for homeless persons that is limited to occupancy of six 
months or less by a homeless person. No individual or household may be denied emergency 
shelter because of an inability to pay.” The proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment would 1) 
create an overlay zone where emergency shelters, up to a maximum of 16 beds in totality 
throughout the City, would be a permitted use and 2) establish written and objective performance 
standards as part of the overlay zone in the Zoning Ordinance.   

2) Zone for Transitional and Supportive Housing and Residential Care Facilities: To comply with SB 
2, the Housing Element must demonstrate that transitional and supportive housing are permitted 
as a residential use and only subject to those restrictions that apply to other residential dwellings 
of the same type in the same zone.  Similarly, residential care facilities must also be treated as a 
residential use. The proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment would include modifications to the 
definition of “dwelling” to include transitional and supportive housing and residential care facilities.  

3) Procedures for Reasonable Accommodation: A series of federal and state laws (Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act of 1988, California’s Fair Employment and Housing Act, and the 
State’s Housing Element law) have been enacted to prohibit policies that act as a barrier to 
individuals with disabilities who are seeking housing. The proposed Zoning Ordinance 
amendment includes the establishment of procedures for seeking reasonable accommodation for 
individuals with disabilities to ensure equal access to housing.   

4) Secondary Dwelling Units and Accessory Buildings/Structures: The proposed approach would 
include modifications to Chapter 16.79 (Secondary Dwelling Units) and Chapter 16.68 (Accessory 
Buildings and/or Structures) and would be two-pronged, including modifications to the existing 
secondary dwelling unit ordinance to allow for the conversion of legally permitted and constructed 
accessory buildings (meeting certain criteria) into secondary dwelling units while simultaneously 
amending the accessory building/structure language to more clearly distinguish how and where 
an accessory building or structure could be used.  The proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment 



could result in modifications to the development regulations, including setbacks, wall and overall 
height, floor area, daylight plane, and parking. Additionally, a reduction in the minimum lot area 
threshold (from 6,000 sf to 5,750 sf) for when a use permit is required for a secondary dwelling 
unit would be included in the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment.  

 
The proposal requires the preparation of a Negative Declaration (ND) based upon the Initial Study prepared for 
the Project. The Initial Study identifies less than significant impacts for the following categories: Aesthetics, 
Agriculture and Forestry Resources, Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Biological Resources, Cultural 
Resources, Mineral Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water 
Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, 
Transportation/Traffic, and Utilities. The Initial Study for the project did not identify environmental impacts that are 
significant and unavoidable. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires this notice to disclose 
whether any listed toxic sites are present at the location. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
requires this notice to disclose whether any listed toxic sites are present at the location.  Records searches of the 
Envirostor database identify that there are locations within the City that are listed under the Spills, Leaks, 
Investigation, and Cleanups (SLIC) program and as locations of former Leaking Underground Fuel Tanks 
(LUFTs).  However, the proposed project does not contain any new sites where housing already exists or would 
be allowed that contain a toxic site pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 
 

Copies of the Negative Declaration will be on file for review at the City Library and available for distribution at the 
Community Development Department, Civic Center, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025, as well as on the 
City’s website at http://www.menlopark.org/city_notices.html and the project webpage at 
http://www.menlopark.org/projects/comdev_heu.htm as of Thursday, February 13, 2014. The review period for 
the Negative Declaration has been set from Thursday, February 13, 2014 through Friday, March 14, 2014. 
Written comments must be submitted to the Community Development Department no later than 5:00 p.m., 
Friday, March 14, 2014. Comments may be submitted by email (athome@menlopark.org), letter (Community 
Development Department, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park CA 94025), or fax (650-327-1653). 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that said Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on this item in 
the Council Chambers of the City of Menlo Park, located at 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, on Monday, March 
10, 2014, 7:00 p.m. or as near as possible thereafter, at which time and place interested persons may appear and 
be heard thereon. If you challenge these items in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the 
City of Menlo Park at, or prior to, the public hearing. 
 
Documents related to these items may be inspected by the public on weekdays between the hours of 7:30 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, with alternate Fridays closed, at 
the Department of Community Development, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park. Please call Deanna Chow, Senior 
Planner, if there are any questions or comments on this item. She may be reached at (650) 330-6733 or email at 
dmchow@menlopark.org. 
 
Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por favor llame al 650-330-6702, y pregunte por un 
asistente que hable español. 
 
DATED: February 10, 2014 Thomas Rogers, Senior Planner 
PUBLISHED: February 12, 2014 Menlo Park Planning Commission 
 

If there are any questions, please call the Planning Division at (650) 330-6702. 

 
Visit our Web site for Planning Commission public hearing, agenda, and staff report information: 
www.menlopark.org 
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