
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

November 3, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bressler, Ferrick, Kadvany, Keith, O’Malley (Vice chair), Pagee, Riggs (Chair) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher, Associate 
Planner; Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager, Lorraine Weiss, Contract Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT  
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.  
 

1. Approval of minutes from the October 6, 2008, Planning Commission meeting. 
COMMISSION ACTION: M/S Unanimous consent to approve the minutes as 
modified; 7-0. 

 
Page 4, 4th paragraph, last line, Replace the word “over” with the word “after”. 
Page 12, 5th paragraph, 3rd line, Add in the words “and located in East Palo Alto.” To 
the end of the sentence. 
Page 19, 4th  paragraph, 1st line, Replace the word “shocked” with the word 
“surprised”. 
 

C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1.  Use Permit and Variance/James M. Sagorac Jr./1260 Mills Street: Request for a 
use permit to demolish a single-story, single-family residence and construct two two-
story, single-family residences and associated site improvements on a substandard lot 
with regard to lot width in the R-3 (Apartment) zoning district.  Request for variances 
to allow covered and uncovered parking to encroach up to five feet into the right side 
yard setback where ten feet is required, and to reduce the minimum distance between 
the proposed buildings on the subject parcel and the existing buildings on the 
adjacent right side property from 20 feet to 13 feet.  Continued from the meeting of 
October 20, 2008. COMMISSION ACTION: M/S Keith/Bressler to approve the item 
with the following modifications; 7-0. 

 
Modify condition 5a. Prior to building permit submittal, the applicant shall submit a 
solar study to ensure that the proposed units comply with solar envelope regulations. 
The solar study shall include the heights and setbacks of the adjacent left side 
property, and be presented to the neighbors at 1264 Mills Street. The study shall be 
subject to review and approval by the Planning Division. 
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Add condition 5b. Prior to building permit submittal, the applicant shall work to 
maintain the efficacy of the solar array at 1264 Mills Street by working with the 
neighbor to explore possible solutions, such as adding additional panels or lowering 
the height of the proposed front unit. Revisions to the plans shall be subject to review 
and approval by the Planning Division. 
 
Add condition 5c. Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall submit revised plans showing raised sill heights for the 
left side, second story windows of the front unit. The revised elevations shall be 
presented to the neighbor at 1264 Mills Street and shall be subject to review and 
approval by the Planning Division. 
 
Add condition 5d. Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall submit a revised site plan showing the addition of a 
planting strip along the left side property line to soften the appearance of the 
driveway. The revised site plan shall be subject to review and approval by the 
Planning and Transportation Divisions. 

 
 

D. STUDY ITEMS  
 

1. Use Permit, Architectural Control, and Tentative Subdivision Map/Joe Colonna 
for 1706 ECR LLC/1706 El Camino Real: Request for a use permit, architectural 
control, and tentative subdivision map to demolish an existing one-story 6,875-square-
foot commercial building and construct a new two-story 10,236-square-foot office 
building for medical/dental use and related site improvements in the C-4 (General 
Commercial applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district. The application includes a 
request for a tentative map to subdivide one parcel into six commercial condominium 
airspaces.  

 
Planning Commissioners provided the following comments: 

 
• Several Commissioners discussed pedestrian-scale and indicated that the 

windows may be modified to be more pedestrian friendly along El Camino Real.  
Other Commissioners liked the height and design of the windows.  

• Many of the Commissioners generally liked the landscape plan, sidewalk widths 
and landscape strips, although it was suggested to add more trees in the parking 
lot to help the heat island effect and to soften the building appearance.   

• Provide a color & materials board and a model or sketch with adjacent buildings to 
show context with the proposed building. 

• Design the sidewalk widths to accommodate tree trunks and ADA accessibility. 
• Encourage the use of green building materials/green building design and to seek 

LEED certification. 
• The same quality in materials and attention to detail should be reflected in the 

front (El Camino Real) and rear (parking lot side) facades, and in the final product. 
• The majority of the Commission indicated that the revised design is an 

improvement from the previous plan, and that the ingress/egress along El Camino 
Real and the proposed parking count to meet the C-4 requirement are good 
aspects of the proposal.  
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• Decorative light fixtures such as those shown on Sheet A1.4 should be used on 
the building on either side of the breezeway columns. 

• Explore adding a small fountain in the breezeway to reflect the Santa Barbara 
style. 

• Incorporate bike racks into the project. 
• Design the barriers on Buckthorn Way to minimize traffic into neighborhood. 

 
 

2. Zoning Ordinance Amendment /City of Menlo Park:  Consideration of a Zoning 
Ordinance Amendment to clarify the definition of Gross Floor Area to more specifically 
identify features of a building that are either included or excluded from the calculation.  
Gross floor area is used in calculating the floor area ratio (FAR) and parking 
requirements for developments in all zoning districts except for single-family and R-2 
(Low Density Apartment) zoning districts.  Floor area ratio equals the gross floor area 
of a building divided by the lot area and effectively regulates the size of a building.  In 
addition, gross floor area is used in determining the applicability of requirements for 
below market rate (BMR) housing and the preparation of traffic studies.  The 
clarifications to the definition will focus on new buildings and attempt to minimize 
impacts to existing buildings.  The Zoning Ordinance Amendment will be exempt from 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in that the changes are intended to 
have no potential to impact the environment.  COMMISSION ACTION: M/S 
Keith/Ferrick to continue the study session to the meeting of November 17, 2008 with 
the goal of holding a public hearing on December 8, 2008; 5-2, with Commissioners 
O’Malley and Riggs opposed. 

 
 
E. REGULAR BUSINESS - None 
 
F. COMMISSION BUSINESS  
 

1. Chair and Vice chair report on Project Priorities meeting 
2. El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan (Phase II) Process. 
3. Review of planning items on City Council agendas. 

 
G.  REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
H.  ADJOURNMENT  10:50 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  November 17, 2008 
Regular Meeting  December 8, 2008 
Regular Meeting  December 15, 2008 
Regular Meeting  January 12, 2009 
Regular Meeting  January 26, 2009 
 
 
 

This Agenda is posted in accordance with Government Code Section §54954.2(a) or Section §54956. (Date Posted:      
October 30, 2008.)  Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Planning 
Commission meetings, may contact the City Clerk at (650) 330-6600.  Members of the public can view or subscribe to 
receive future weekly agendas and staff reports in advance by e-mail by accessing the City website at 
http://www.menlopark.org.  Agendas and staff reports may also be obtained by contacting Beverly Beasley at 650-330-
6717. 
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Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the commission by any person in connection with an agenda item is a disclosable 
public record (subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available for inspection at The Community 
Development Department, Menlo Park City Hall, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 during regular business hours.   
Planning Commission meetings are recorded and audio broadcast live.  To listen to the live audio broadcast or to past 
recordings, go to http://menlopark.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 
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