
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

October 6, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bressler, Ferrick, Kadvany, Keith, O’Malley (Vice chair), Pagee, Riggs (Chair) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher, Associate 
Planner, Thomas Rogers, Associate Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – Clem Malony spoke and highlighted points from a presentation by 
Don Weden entitled “Adapting Planning to the Changing Realities of the 21st Century.” 
 
B. CONSENT  
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.  
 

1. Approval of minutes from the July 28, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Ferrick to approve the minutes as submitted;   
5-0, with Commissioners Ferrick and Kadvany abstaining. 

 
2. Approval of minutes from the August 11, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Ferrick to approve the minutes as submitted;   
5-0, with Commissioners Ferrick and Kadvany abstaining. 

 
3. Approval of minutes from the August 25, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S O’Malley/Pagee to approve the minutes as  
modified; 5-0, with Commissioners Ferrick and Kadvany abstaining. 

 
Page 5, 27th paragraph, 4th line, Replace the word “gray” with the words “gray out” 
and add the words “wall color” after the word “green”.  

 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/Chris and Kristine Ball/555 Morey Drive: Request for a use permit for 
first and second story additions to an existing single-story, nonconforming residence 
that would exceed 50 percent of the replacement cost of the existing structure in a 12-
month period, and would increase the floor area by more than 50 percent on a 
substandard lot with regard to lot size, width, and depth, in the R-1-U (Single-Family 
Urban) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Bressler/O’Malley to approve 
the item with the following modifications; 6-1 with Commissioner Pagee opposed: 

 
Add condition 4b: Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall revise the plans to show the windowsill heights for 

   

http://service.govdelivery.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=10/6/2008&time=1:00:00&format=PDF
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=10/6/2008&time=2:00:00&format=PDF
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=10/6/2008&time=3:00:00&format=PDF
http://service.govdelivery.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=10/6/2008&time=4:00:00&format=PDF


Bedrooms 2 and 3 on the west elevation as four feet, one inch, subject to review and 
approval by the Planning Division. 

Add condition 4c: Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall revise the plans to show the proposed fence on the 
right side of the property from the front gate to the rear corner of the house as being 
located along the property line, subject to review and approval by the Planning 
Division. 

Add condition 4d: Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall revise the plans to show the duct work for the furnace 
as not encroaching into the garage width any further than the base of the furnace, 
subject to review and approval by the Planning and Building Divisions. 

 
2. Use Permit/InVisage Technologies/978 Hamilton Avenue:  Request for a use 

permit for the indoor use and storage of hazardous materials for the research and 
development of novel semiconductor materials and devices in the M-2 (General 
Industrial) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Pagee to approve the 
item as recommended in the staff report; 7-0. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS  
 

1. Sign Review/76 Gas Station/1380 El Camino Real:  Request for sign approval for a 
new sign that contains the color red.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Ferrick to 
approve the item with the following modification; 6-1 with Commissioner Kadvany 
opposed: 

 
Modify condition 4b: Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall show the bottom of the gasoline price signs that are 
part of the pole sign as being eight feet above the ground, subject to review and 
approval by the Planning Division. 
 

 
2. Discussion of and Possible Direction on the El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan 

(Phase II) Process 
 

A. Written correspondence from Commissioners Kadvany and Bressler   
 

COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Bressler/Keith to direct Commissioners Bressler and 
Riggs, as the Planning Commission representatives on the Consultant Review 
Committee, to discuss the following topics during the consultant interviews: 
1) the role of the Working Group and whether it should have the ability to directly edit 
any draft plan and to recommend approval of the draft plan by majority vote; and  
2) the potential incorporation of the written communication from Commissioners 
Kadvany and Bressler into the process; 7-0. 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS  
 

1. Review of planning items on City Council agendas. 
 

A. 145 El Camino Real  - Easements 
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F. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
G. ADJOURNMENT  11:04 p.m. 
 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  October 20, 2008 
Study Meeting  October 27, 2008 – Tentative 
Regular Meeting  November 3, 2008 
Regular Meeting  November 17, 2008 
Regular Meeting  December 8, 2008 
Regular Meeting  December 15, 2008 
 
 
 

This Agenda is posted in accordance with Government Code Section §54954.2(a) or Section §54956. (Date Posted:      
October 3, 2008.)  Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Planning 
Commission meetings, may contact the City Clerk at (650) 330-6600.  Members of the public can view or subscribe to 
receive future weekly agendas and staff reports in advance by e-mail by accessing the City website at 
http://www.menlopark.org.  Agendas and staff reports may also be obtained by contacting Beverly Beasley at 650-330-
6717. 

Any writing that is distributed to a majority of the commission by any person in connection with an agenda item is a disclosable 
public record (subject to any exemption under the Public Records Act) and is available for inspection at The Community 
Development Department, Menlo Park City Hall, 701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA 94025 during regular business hours.   
Planning Commission meetings are recorded and audio broadcast live.  To listen to the live audio broadcast or to past 
recordings, go to http://menlopark.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 
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