
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

May 5, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Absent), Bressler, Deziel (Chair), Keith, O’Malley, Pagee, Riggs (Vice 
chair) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher; Associate 
Planner; Thomas Rogers, Associate Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.  
 

Approval of minutes from the March 31, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Riggs to approve the minutes as modified; 6-0 
with Bims absent: 
• Page 9, 2nd paragraph.7th line, add the words” changes to” after the word “that”. 
• Page 9, 2nd paragraph.7th line, replace the words” relate to areas and boundaries 

and” with ” be described as”. 
• Page 11, 2nd paragraph.7th line, add the words” General Plan” after the word 

“transit”. 
• Page 13, 1st paragraph.7th line: Change “1.7 fee” to 1.7 feet”. 
• Page 14, 2nd paragraph.6th line:  Replace the word “potential” with the word 

“potentials”. 
• Page 17, 4th paragraph.1st line, add the words” that at the last study session” after 

the word “said”. And add the words “questions about whether the PDP” after the 
word “been”.  Replace the word “limiting” with the word “limited” after the word 
“language” in the same sentence. 

• Page 17, 4th paragraph,17th line; Add the word “traffic” before the word “numbers”. 
• Page 18, 1st paragraph,12th line, Replace the word “use” with “uses”.  And replace 

the word “they” with the word “Staff”. 
• Page, 18, 3rd paragraph, 8th line: Delete the word “they” after the word “tenants”. 
• Page, 18, 3rd paragraph, 12th line: Add the phrase “meaning the restaurant space 

shown on page P-1 would be precluded from being open in the a.m.” after the word 
“options”. 

• Page, 19, 1st paragraph, 4th line:  Add the word “to” after the word “reluctant”. 
• Page, 21, 1st paragraph, 6th line:  Add the sentence “ He said Options 2, 3, and 4 

were all trying to get to one scenario, which was a reasonable option for a 
restaurant that was open in the morning”. 
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• Page 24, 2nd paragraph, 2nd line:  Add the word “previously” after the word “Pollard” 
and delete the words “at the last” after the word “worthwhile”. 

 
2. Approval of minutes from the April 7, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.   

COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Riggs to approve the minutes as modified; 6-0 
with Bims absent: 
• Page 12, 3rd paragraph,6th line:  Replace the word “them” with the words “the 

Planning Commission”. 
• Page 12, 3rd paragraph,12th line: Replace the word “reviewed” with the word 

“presented”. 
• Page 12, 5th paragraph,7th line: Add the word “page” before the word “P1” and add 

the words “”of the Staff Report” after the word “P1”. 
• Page 12, 5th paragraph,9th line: Delete the word “on” before the word “page” and 

replace the words “he asked which” with the words “showed the combination of” 
and delete the word “those”.  Add the word “that” after the word “uses”. 

• Page 12, 5th paragraph.12th line: Add the words “was the worst case traffic and that 
it” after the word “floor”.  And replace the word “in” with the words “allowed by”. 

• Page 13, 1st paragraph.2nd line: Add the sentence “So it would be good planning to 
allow this scenario”. 

• Page 14, 4th paragraph, last line: Replace the word “within” with the word “after”. 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/Antonia Salas and Cesareo Cruz/504 Hamilton Avenue:  Request for 
a use permit to demolish an existing single-story, single-family residence and 
construct a new two-story, single-family residence and detached garage on a 
substandard lot with regard to lot width and lot area in the R-1-U (Single Family 
Urban) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/O’Malley to approve with 
the following modification; 6-0 with Commissioner Bims absent: 
 
Add condition 4c: If the Future Alley Line is abandoned, the applicant shall be 
permitted to relocate the detached garage toward the rear of the property, subject to 
review and approval of the Planning Division. 
 

2. Use Permit and Architectural Control/Muthana Ibrahim/1110 Marsh Road:  
Request for a use permit and architectural control to expand the existing restrooms to 
make them ADA accessible and for exterior modifications to the snack shop/service 
bay building and pump island canopy in the C-4 (General Commercial) zoning district. 
COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Riggs to approve the item as recommended in 
the staff report; 6-0 with Commissioner Bims absent: 

 
3. Use Permit Revision and Architectural Control/German American International 

School/275 Elliott Drive:  Review of use permit for the effectiveness of policies and 
programs related to traffic and parking for the German American School Society of 
San Francisco, the German American School of Palo Alto, and the Palo Alto French 
Education Association.  The applicant is also requesting a use permit revision and 
architectural control to add two new portable buildings, to install a new fire access 
road from the existing parking lot to the asphalt playground, to install landscaping near 
the parking lot along Oak Court, and to extend the use permit for operation of the 
schools and the four existing portables until 2011.  The maximum school enrollment 
would remain unchanged. COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Pagee/Riggs to approve 
with the following modification; 5-0 with Commissioner Bims absent and 
Commissioner Keith recusing herself from the item due to a potential conflict of 
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interest, and leaving the Chamber prior to the item discussion: 
 
Add condition 5l: Concurrent with a complete building permit submittal, the 
applicant shall submit a plan showing a physical barrier at the entrance of the 
emergency vehicle access road to prohibit vehicular usage and parking by non-
emergency vehicles.  The barrier is subject to review and approval by the Menlo Park 
Fire Protection District and the Planning Division.  
 
Following action on the item, the Planning Commission also discussed issues raised 
by the several of the neighbors.  Related to drainage, the Commission asked City 
staff to asses the on-site drainage conditions of the baseball field and determine 
whether off-site drainage to the neighboring western property exists as a result of 
recent site improvements. If a drainage problem exists, staff should proceed to work 
with the Menlo Park City School District to remedy the situation, in conjunction with 
City Attorney review.   

 
The Commission also agreed to send written communication to the School District 
identifying the following items of concerns expressed by neighbors at the 
Commission meeting: 
 
1) The baseball diamond area was not designed to adequately protect neighbors’ 

privacy into their windows. 
2) The ancillary fixtures of the baseball diamond such as the team benches are too 

close to the property line. 
3) The noise from the baseball field, in particular on Saturdays, should be 

addressed. 
4) The deferred maintenance of the trees has resulted in pest infestation, which has 

created additional expenses for the residential neighbors. 
 

The Commission notes that they will take into consideration the steps to which the 
School District has taken to mitigate the concerns raised by the neighbors during the 
next Use Permit process for the property.  

 
4. Use Permit/Menlo Business Park LLC/1525 O'Brien Drive:  Request for a use 

permit for the indoor use and storage of hazardous materials for research and 
development purposes in the M-2 (General Industrial) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTIONS:  M/S Pagee/O’Malley to approve the item as recommended in the staff 
report; 5-0 with Bims and Keith absent. 

 
D. STUDY ITEM 
 

1. Study Session/Kenneth Rodrigues and Partners, Inc./2550 Sand Hill Road:  
Study Session request for a proposal to demolish an existing convalescent facility and 
to construct a new 23,190-square-foot non-medical office building and related site 
improvements, which would require a use permit, architectural control and 
environmental review, in the C-1-C (Administrative, Professional, and Research 
District, Restrictive) zoning district.   

 
As a study session item, the Commission did not take action on the item.  Commissioners 
provided the following comments: 

 
• Consider adding more greenscape to the parking lot and using pervious asphalt 
• Rethink the location of the bicycle parking areas 
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• Include building design features that create a more residential feel including 
second story setbacks for articulation and overhangs 

• Look into getting public transit service for the site 
• Utilize landscape reserve parking 
• Continue public outreach with the neighbors 
• Work to preserve the existing heritage trees and have a comprehensive 

landscape plan 
• Provide a color and materials board 
• Environmental review should consider how this project would affect the 

jobs/housing balance 
• Consider traffic patterns and site distance when planning the entrance(s) to the 

site 
 
E. REGULAR BUSINESS -None 
 
F. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

1. Review of planning items on City Council agendas. 
 

A. Planned Development Permit Extension, Vesting Tentative Map Extension, and 
Planned Development Permit Amendment - 1452 &1460 El Camino Real and 1457 & 
1473 San Antonio Street scheduled for April 22, 2008 

B. Appeal of Use Permit Approval for 1010 Doyle scheduled for May 6, 2008 
C. 2122 Santa Cruz Avenue – Final Map tentatively scheduled for May 20, 2008 
 

2. Discussion of written communication from Menlo Park Tomorrow. 
 
G. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADJOURNMENT  10:58 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  May 19, 2008 
Regular Meeting  June 2, 2008 
Regular Meeting  June 16, 2008 
Regular Meeting  July 14, 2008 
Regular Meeting  July 28, 2008 
Regular Meeting  August 11, 2008 
Regular Meeting  August 25, 2008 
 

This Agenda is posted in accordance with Government Code Section §54954.2(a) or Section §54956. (Date Posted:      May 
2, 2008.)  Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Planning 
Commission meetings, may contact the City Clerk at (650) 330-6600.  Members of the public can view or subscribe to 
receive future weekly agendas and staff reports in advance by e-mail by accessing the City website at 
http://www.menlopark.org 

Planning Commission meetings are recorded and audio broadcast live.  To listen to the live audio broadcast or to past 
recordings, go to http://menlopark.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 
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