
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

April 21, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Bressler, Deziel (Chair), Keith, O’Malley, Pagee, Riggs (Vice chair) – All 
Present. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher; Associate 
Planner; Thomas Rogers, Associate Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.  
 

1. Approval of minutes from the March 24, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Unanimous consent with modifications as follows: 

 
• Page 2, 1st paragraph, line 4: insert the word “on” between the words “curb cut” and 

“Oak Avenue”. 
• Page 8, last paragraph, 1st line:  Add sentence that reads “Commissioner O’Malley 

thought that the Commission Chairman had a right to address the Council on 
his/her Commission’s actions, indicating that on Council’s agenda there was always 
a slot for Commission reports.” 

• Page 9, 3rd paragraph, last line:  Add the words “speak for Planning Commission” 
to the last line. 

• Page 9, last paragraph, 7th line:  Insert the word “said” after the word “McClure”. 
• Page 12, 4th paragraph ;6th line:  Replace the sentence that starts with” 

Commissioner Riggs” with “Commissioner Riggs made the specific point that he 
understood the consideration of the Planning Commission takes an issue to “the 
next level” and thus should become the “current “ report to the Council.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

http://service.govdelivery.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=4/21/2008&time=1:00:00&format=PDF


 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/Alexander and Whitney Hoermann/351 Terminal Avenue:  Request for 
a use permit for a first floor expansion and second story addition to an existing single-
story residence that would exceed 50 percent of the existing floor area on a 
substandard lot with regard to lot width and to construct a detached secondary 
dwelling unit in the R-1-U (Single-Family Urban) zoning district. Request for a 
variance for the detached secondary dwelling unit to allow a 10.5-foot wall height and 
14.2-foot overall height where nine feet and 14 feet, respectively, are the maximum 
heights permitted per Section 16.79.040 of the Zoning Ordinance.  COMMISSION 
ACTIONS:  M/S Pagee/Keith to continue the item to a future meeting with the 
following direction; 6-0-1 with Commissioner Bressler abstaining: 

 
• Redesign the rooflines and elevations to better integrate the addition into the 

existing structure; 
• Revise windows in floor plans to correspond with the elevations ; 
• Review window sizes and placement for the both the main unit and the secondary 

dwelling unit; 
• Review windows for cross-ventilation in rooms; and 
• Consider a treatment to address the appearance of the underside of the deck on 

the west elevation 
 

2. Variance/James Clendenin/1075 Windsor Drive:  Request for a variance to allow 
an attached garage to encroach ten feet into the rear yard setback where twenty feet 
is required in the R-1-S (Single-Family Suburban) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Bressler to approve the variance with the following findings; 4-
2-1 with Commissioners Deziel and Bims opposed and Commissioner Riggs 
abstaining. 

 
1. The current front setback from Santa Cruz Avenue dates from the building’s 1946 

construction. The location of the house on the lot limits feasible garage expansion 
options for this site. Therefore, hardship currently exists that is peculiar to the 
property and not of the making of the property owner. 

2. Seven other residences with two-car garages located on corner lots in this 
neighborhood have similar garage setbacks. Therefore, the granting of the 
requested variance would not constitute a special privilege. 

3. The requested variance would not be materially detrimental to the public health, 
safety, or welfare, and would not impair an adequate supply of light and air to the 
adjacent property. 

4. The requested variance is based on the large front setback that creates a unique 
house location on the property. The conditions of the existing house layout and 
the relationship between the setbacks and the existing structure would not be 
applicable, generally, to other property within the same zoning classification. 
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3. Use Permit/Dennis J. O' Connor/1170 Santa Cruz Ave:  Request for a use permit to 
demolish an existing single-story, single-family residence and detached garage and 
construct a new two-story, single-family residence on a substandard lot with regard to 
lot width and lot area in the R-E (Estate) zoning district. The project includes a request 
for a six-foot tall front fence where four feet is the maximum height allowed in the front 
setback.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S O’Malley/Bims to approve as recommended 
by staff; 7-0. 

 
4. Use Permit/Phillip A. Kamangar/665 Cambridge Avenue:  Request for a use permit 

to demolish an existing single-story, single-family residence and detached garage and 
construct a new two-story, single-family residence on a substandard lot with regard to 
lot width in the R-2 (Low Density Apartment) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Deziel to approve with the following modification, 7-0. 
 
Add condition 4b: Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall submit revised plans showing that the stucco color 
(790C Smooth) and roofing material (50-year asphalt shingle) match the samples 
distributed to and reviewed by the Planning Commission, subject to review and 
approval by the Planning Division. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS -None 
 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

1. Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

A. Planned Development Permit Extension, Vesting Tentative Map Extension, and 
Planned Development Permit Amendment - 1452 &1460 El Camino Real and 1457 & 
1473 San Antonio Street scheduled for April 22, 2008 

B. Appeal of Use Permit Approval for 1010 Doyle tentatively scheduled for May 6, 2008 
 
F. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ADJOURNMENT  10:44 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  May 5, 2008 
Regular Meeting  May 19, 2008 
Regular Meeting  June 2, 2008 
Regular Meeting  June 19, 2008 
Regular Meeting  July 14, 2008 
Regular Meeting  July 28, 2008 
 
 
 

This Agenda is posted in accordance with Government Code Section §54954.2(a) or Section §54956. (Date Posted:      
April 18, 2008.)  Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Planning 
Commission meetings, may contact the City Clerk at (650) 330-6600.  Members of the public can view or subscribe to 
receive future weekly agendas and staff reports in advance by e-mail by accessing the City website at 
http://www.menlopark.org 

Planning Commission meetings are recorded and audio broadcast live.  To listen to the live audio broadcast or to past 
recordings, go to http://menlopark.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 
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