
   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

April 7, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Bressler, Deziel (Chair), Keith, O’Malley, Pagee, Riggs (Vice chair) – All 
Present. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher; Associate 
Planner; Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager; Thomas Rogers, Associate Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.  
 

1. Approval of minutes from the March 10, 2008, Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S O’Malley/Pagee to approve the minutes as submitted; 
7-0. 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/Christopher Tripoli/203 Robin Way: Request for a use permit to 
demolish an existing single-story, single-family residence and construct a new two-
story, single-family residence on a substandard lot in regard to lot area, width, and 
depth in the R-1-U (Single-Family Urban) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:  
M/S Bressler/Deziel to approve with the following modification, 7-0. 

 
Add condition 4b: Simultaneous with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall submit revised plans to show simulated divided light 
windows (with interior and exterior grids) where grids are proposed.  The plans shall 
include the manufacturer specifications for the windows, subject to review and 
approval by the Planning Division.  

 
2. Use Permit/Kohler Associates Architects/642 Harvard Avenue:  Request for a use 

permit to demolish an existing one-story, single-family residence and detached garage 
and construct two new two-story, single-family residences and for excavation within 
the required side yard setbacks for basement light wells on a lot that is substandard 
with regard to lot width in the R-2 (Low Density Apartment) zoning district.  
COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/O’Malley to approve with the following 
modification; 7-0; 
 



Add condition 4b: Concurrent with the submittal of a complete building permit 
application, the applicant shall submit a detailed planting and irrigation plan, subject to 
review and approval of the Planning Division and City Arborist.  The plan shall have 
the intent of ensuring the long-term health of the heritage oak trees, in particular with 
regard to the unique irrigation requirements of native California oaks.  The plan could 
include conditions such as a prohibition on irrigation within 10 feet of the heritage oak 
trees. 

 
3. Use Permit/Lisa Stahr/506 Santa Cruz Avenue:  Request for a use permit to 

expand an existing veterinary hospital (Scout's House) into vacant tenant space in an 
existing commercial building that is nonconforming with regard to parking in the C-4 
(General Commercial, Applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTIONS:  M/S Keith/Riggs to approve the item as recommended in the staff report; 
7-0. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS  
 

1. Possible reconsideration of recommendations regarding the requested applications 
associated with the Derry Mixed-Use Project located at 550 to 580 Oak Grove 
Avenue and 540 to 570 Derry Lane.  The Planning Commission reconsidered its 
March 31, 2008 Environmental Review recommendation on the project. 
COMMISSION ACTION:   

 
Environmental Review 
 
M/S Riggs/Deziel to reconsider the finding that the Addendum to the Certified 
Environmental Impact Report provides adequate environmental documentation of the 
changes to the project; 4-3 (Commissioners Bims, Bressler and Pagee opposed). 
 
M/S Deziel/Bims to recommend making the finding that the Addendum to the Certified 
Environmental Impact Report provides adequate environmental documentation of the 
changes to the project with the following modification; 7-0. 
 
• Apply a five percent transit-oriented development (TOD) reduction for residential 

trips and a 15 percent TOD reduction for ground floor retail and restaurant trips.  
 

Planned Development Permit 
 
M/S Riggs/Deziel to reconsider the Planned Development Permit; 3-4 
(Commissioners Bims, Bressler, Keith and Pagee opposed) 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

1. Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

A. Planned Development Permit Extension, Vesting Tentative Map Extension, and 
Planned Development Permit Amendment - 1452 &1460 El Camino Real and 1457 & 
1473 San Antonio Street scheduled for April 22, 2008 

B. Appeal of Use Permit Approval for 1010 Doyle tentatively scheduled for May 6, 2008 
 
F. REPORTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



 
ADJOURNMENT  10:32 p.m. 
 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  April 21, 2008 
Regular Meeting  May 5, 2008 
Regular Meeting  May 19, 2008 
Regular Meeting  June 2, 2008 
Regular Meeting  June 19, 2008 
Regular Meeting  July 14, 2008 
Regular Meeting  July 28, 2008 
 
 
 

This Agenda is posted in accordance with Government Code Section §54954.2(a) or Section §54956. (Date Posted:      
April 4, 2008.)  Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Planning 
Commission meetings, may contact the City Clerk at (650) 330-6600.  Members of the public can view or subscribe to 
receive future weekly agendas and staff reports in advance by e-mail by accessing the City website at 
http://www.menlopark.org 

Planning Commission meetings are recorded and audio broadcast live.  To listen to the live audio 
broadcast or to past recordings, go to http://menlopark.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 


