
   

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

March 24, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Conference Room 
First Floor, Administration Building 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Bressler, Deziel (Chair), Keith, O’Malley, Pagee, Riggs (Vice chair) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher; Associate 
Planner; Bill McClure, City Attorney; Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager; Thomas 
Rogers, Associate Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT – None 
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.  
 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None 
 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS  
 

1. Discussion on Negative Declaration for Oak Knoll School.  COMMISSION ACTIONS:   
 

Motion 1 (M/S Keith/Pagee) 
 
The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council ensure an adequate 
review and analysis of impacts by City staff on the following topics: 
 
• The expansion of programs related to the new soccer field and multi-purpose 

room as it relates to potential traffic impacts. 
• Item 15a of the Negative Declaration – Would the proposed project cause an 

increase in traffic which is substantial in relation to the existing traffic load and 
capacity of the street system (i.e., result in a substantial increase in either the 
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity ratio on roads, or congestion at 
intersections)? 

• Item 15b of the Negative Declaration – Would the proposed project exceed, 
individually or cumulatively, a level of service standard established by the County 
Congestion Management Agency for designated roads or highways? 

• Item 15g of the Negative Declaration – Would the proposed project conflict with 
adopted policies, plans or programs supporting alternative transportation (e.g., 
bus turnouts, bicycle racks)? 

 
Motion approved 7-0 



 
Motion 2 (M/S Deziel/Bims) 
 
The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council request that the 
environmental review take into account the safe routes to school program. 
 
Motion approved 7-0. 
 
Motion 3 (M/S Riggs/Keith) 
 
The Planning Commission encourages the City Council to request the preparation of 
a hydrology report as part of the environmental review document to address issues, 
including the evidence and observations stated in report prepared by A.C. & H Civil 
Engineers, Inc., dated March 14, 2008.  
 
Motion approved 7-0. 
 
 
Motion 4 (M/S Riggs/Bressler) 
 
The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council should comment that 
the loss of seven healthy heritage trees, including several majestic valley oaks, would 
be a potentially significant impact. 
 
Motion approved 4-2-1, with Commissioners O’Malley and Deziel opposed and 
Commissioner Keith abstaining. 
 
Motion 5 (M/S Keith/Bressler) 
 
The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council should determine that 
the excess demand at this school site may create significant traffic impacts which 
could be mitigated by bussing and other measures. 
 
Motion approved 4-3, with Commissioners Deziel, Riggs and O’Malley opposed. 
 
Motion 6 (M/S Deziel/Bressler) 
 
The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council should request the 
Menlo Park City School District to consider implementing bussing and other traffic 
reduction measures given the school demand/capacity imbalance across the City. 
 
Motion approved 7-0.  

 
 

2. Discussion on overall Planning Commission communication procedures.   
 

In consultation with the City Attorney, the Commission discussed the process for 
communication about projects at Planning Commission and City Council meetings.  
To allow discussion of upcoming City Council items that were previously reviewed by 
the Commission, such items will be placed on the agenda as Regular Business items, 
which would be separated from Commission Reports and Announcements.  The 
Commission also supported the consideration of minutes under the Consent 
Calendar.   Revisions to the agenda format are effectively immediately. 



 
 
 

 
3. Consideration of minutes from the February 25, 2008 Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTIONS:  M/S Unanimous consent to approve the minutes as 
modified. 
• Page 7, 4th  paragraph, 11th line:  Replace the word “vibrate” with “reverberate”. 
• Page 10, 4th paragraph, 8th line:  Replace the word “architect” with “designer” 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 
1.  Appeal of 1010 Doyle Street  - M/S Keith/O’Malley to agendize the item on March 31, 

2008 for reconsideration; Motion failed 3-4, with Commissioners Deziel, Riggs, Pagee, 
and Bressler opposed.  

 
ADJOURNMENT – 11:35p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  March 31, 2008 
Regular Meeting  April 7, 2008 
Regular Meeting  April 21, 2008 
Regular Meeting  May 5, 2008 
Regular Meeting  May 19, 2008 
 
 

This Agenda is posted in accordance with Government Code Section §54954.2(a) or Section §54956. (Date Posted:      
March 21, 2008.)  Persons with disabilities, who require auxiliary aids or services in attending or participating in Planning 
Commission meetings, may contact the City Clerk at (650) 330-6600.  Members of the public can view or subscribe to 
receive future weekly agendas and staff reports in advance by e-mail by accessing the City website at 
http://www.menlopark.org 

Planning Commission meetings are recorded and audio broadcast live.  To listen to the live audio broadcast or to past 
recordings, go to http://menlopark.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=2. 


