
NOTICE OF APPLICATION SUBMITTAL 
 

CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING DIVISION 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Division of the City of Menlo Park, 
California has received a formal application for the following proposal: 
 
Use Permit/Wendy Grad/60 Politzer Drive:  
Request for a use permit to allow interior and exterior modifications to an existing two-
story, single-family residence in the R-1-S (Single Family Residential) zoning district. 
The subject residence is a nonconforming structure with respect to the floor area limit. 
The proposed work would exceed 50 percent of the replacement value of the existing 
structure in a 12-month period. 
 
The application will require review and action by the Planning Commission at a 
scheduled public meeting.  The date of the public meeting has not yet been determined.  
Once the proposal is scheduled for a specific meeting date, a second notice will be 
mailed with specific information on the meeting date, time and place.  The second 
notice will be mailed 15 days prior to the meeting date. 
 
The project file may be viewed by the public on weekdays between the hours of 7:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
with alternate Fridays closed, at the Community Development Department, 701 Laurel 
Street, Menlo Park, California. 
 
Please find attached to this notice, copies of the project plans and site information as 
submitted by the applicant.  City staff has not completed review of the plans and site 
information as of the date of this notice.  As a result of City staff review and public 
comment, the preliminary plans may be revised prior to any public meeting on this 
proposal.  If you are interested in viewing revised project plans, they will be available for 
review at the City offices one week prior to the Planning Commission meeting, which 
will be advertised in the public hearing notice, and attached to the hard copy of the staff 
report which will be available on the Thursday prior to the meeting. 
 
If you have any comments or questions on this proposal, please call Yesenia Jimenez, 
Associate Planner, at (650) 330-6732 or email her at yjimenez@menlopark.org.  The 
Planning Division encourages submittal of comments and questions by November 30, 
2016 in order for staff and the applicant to fully consider all comments and questions 
prior to the preparation of the staff report. 
 
Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por 
favor llame al 650-330-6702, y pregunte por un asistente que 
hable español. 

 

mailto:yjimenez@menlopark.org
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1. Purpose of the Proposal
The Owners, Wendy and Jon Grad, recently purchased this non-updated two story home in Menlo
Park. The existing area (—4,675 st including attached two car garage) is larger than the current code
allows, thus it is “non-conforming’. Because the estimated value of the proposed work will be higher
than 50% of the value of the home, we have been advised by Menlo Park Planners to request a Use
Permit.

2. Scope of Work
The Owners would like to complete a full house upgrade to increase the structural safety,
environmental quality, and usability of their home. They intend to retain the existing square-footage
and exterior walls. The interior walls that could be retained have been, while other walls will be re
built to make the best use of the space and increase the structural safety. Utilities will be upgraded
including the addition of air conditioning, replaced furnaces, hot water heaters, electrical wiring and
plumbing. Insulation will be added to the exterior walls, and roof area to meet current Title 24 codes.
The existing ceiling height is only 8 feet, thus the floor joist will be raised to allow for 9 foot ceilings on
the first floor. However, the roof height will stay the same and the second floor plate height will
remain. In order to offset the lower ceiling heights on the second floor, the ceiling joists will be
removed and converted to cathedral or sloped ceilings. No new square footage is being requested.

3. Basis for Site Layout
The front yard contains mature landscaping which will largely be preserved. The back yard will see
the addition of a pool, spa, barbecue and seating area, and pooi shed (under 64 sf and no more
than 8 feet high so it does not count as additional SF.) A new balcony is proposed on the back off
the master bedroom, It will be located more than 20 feet from the side (left) property line.

4. Existing and Proposed Uses
The two story home with attached two car garage will retain its existing use as a single family
residence.

5. Outreach to Neighboring Properties
The new Owners have recently moved in to the house and are planning to discuss the proposed
project with the adjacent neighbors. We are confident there will be support since there should be
little to no disruption to neighbors, no increase in area, mostly interior work performed, and no
increased traffic or parking.
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