
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

December 17, 2007 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Bressler (Absent), Deziel (Vice chair), Keith (Chair), O’Malley, Pagee, 
Riggs 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher, Associate 
Planner; Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager; Lorraine Weiss, Contract Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT – None 
 
Items on the consent calendar are considered routine in nature, require no further discussion by 
the Planning Commission, and may be acted on in one motion unless a member of the 
Planning Commission or staff requests a separate discussion on an item.   
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/Sprint/Nextel/300 Constitution Drive:  Request for the renewal of a use 
permit for existing wireless telecommunications panel antennas mounted on the tower 
of a building and an associated equipment shelter in a fenced area adjoining the 
building in the M-2 (General Industrial) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Deziel/Bims to approve the item as recommended in the staff report; 6-0 
(Commissioner Bressler absent). 

 
2. Use Permit, Architectural Control, Tentative Map, Environmental Review/1906 El 

Camino Real, LLC/1906 El Camino Real:  Request for a use permit, architectural 
control, tentative parcel map, and environmental review to demolish an existing one-
story, 5,750 square-foot commercial building (formerly The Acorn Restaurant) and 
construct a new two-story, 9,825 square-foot office building for medical/dental office use 
and the related site improvements at 1906 El Camino Real located in the C-4 (General 
Commercial applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district.  The applicant also requests 49 
parking spaces based on the use-based parking guidelines where 59 parking spaces 
would otherwise be required in the C-4 zoning district.  The proposed project would 
require the following approvals: 1) Use Permit for construction of a new building and the 
number of parking spaces based on the use-based parking guidelines; 2) Architectural 
Control for design review of the new building and related site improvements; 3) Tentative 
Parcel Map for the creation of four medical/office condominium units within the buildings; 
and 4) Mitigated Negative Declaration to analyze the potential environmental impacts of 
the proposed project. (The City Council has referred this project back to the 
Planning Commission for review and comment on the traffic study and associated 
Mitigated Negative Declaration, architectural detail of the exterior design at the 
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corner of El Camino Real and Watkins Avenue, and sidewalk modifications along 
Watkins Avenue).  COMMISSION ACTION:   

 
M/S  Deziel/Pagee to recommend approval of the use permit and tentative map with the 
following modification, 6-0 (Commissioner Bressler absent): 

 
Replace condition 7n: Concurrent with a complete building permit submittal, 
the plans shall be revised to show a one-way ingress driveway on El Camino 
Real as shown on sheet A1.2 and shall show a two-way driveway along Watkins 
Avenue, as configured on sheet A1.1.  Signage shall also be included to prohibit 
left turns from the site to Watkins Avenue during PM peak hours (4:00 -7:00 
p.m.).  The plans are subject to review and approval of the Planning and 
Transportation Divisions.  (Mitigation Measure TRANS-1) 

 
M/S Keith/Bims to recommend approval of the architectural control with the following 
modifications, 5-1 (Commissioner Pagee opposed and Commissioner Bressler 
absent):  

 
Add condition 7o: Concurrent with a complete building permit submittal, the 
plans shall show an increase in the depth of the sunshades on the Watkins 
Avenue building elevation, subject to review and approval of the Planning 
Division.   

 
Add condition 7p:  Concurrent with a complete building permit submittal, the 
landscape plan shall be revised for final selection of tree species, subject to 
review and approval of the Planning Division.  

 
 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS  
 

1. Consideration of minutes from the November 5, 2007, Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S  Unanimous consent to approve the minutes as 
modified; 6-0. 
• Page 4, 1st paragraph, 9th line, Add the word “well” after the word “window”. 
• Page 19, 1st paragraph, 20th line, Replace “such as had occurred” with “this could 

occur”. 
• Page 26, 3rd paragraph, 1st line, Add “two options for section 3, including a” after 

the word “back”. 
 

2. Consideration of minutes from the November 19, 2007, Planning Commission 
meeting. COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Unanimous consent to approve the minutes 
as modified; 6-0. 
• Page 8, 6th paragraph, 4th line, Add the words “is required, it” after the word 

“chimney”. 
 

1. Commission discussion of City Council Project Priorities for Fiscal Year 2008-09 and 
Input Regarding Green Ribbon Citizens’ Committee Proposals. COMMISSION 
ACTION:  Continued to January 14, 2008, for further discussion. 

 
2. Selection of Planning Commission Representative to the El Camino Real/Downtown 

Vision Process Oversight and Outreach Committee. COMMISSION ACTION:  Henry 
Riggs was selected as the representative. 
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3. Chair and Vice Chair selection for 2008.  Lou Deziel was elected Chair and Henry 
Riggs was elected Vice Chair. 

 
 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  11:33 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting  January 14, 2008 
Regular Meeting  January 28, 2008 
Regular Meeting  February 11, 2008 
Regular Meeting  February 25, 2008 
Regular Meeting  March 10, 2008 
Regular Meeting  March 24, 2008 
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