
NOTICE OF APPLICATION SUBMITTAL 
 

CITY OF MENLO PARK PLANNING DIVISION 
 
 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Division of the City of Menlo Park, 
California has received a formal application for the following proposal: 
 
Use Permit/Bryan Cho/515 Gilbert Avenue:  
Request for a use permit to partially demolish, remodel, and add first- and second-story 
additions to an existing nonconforming single-story, single-family residence on a 
substandard lot with respect to lot area, depth, and width in the R-1-U (Single-Family 
Urban) zoning district. The proposed work would exceed 50 percent of the existing 
replacement value in a 12 month period. The proposal would also exceed 50 percent of 
the existing floor area and is considered equivalent to a new structure. 
 
The application will require review and action by the Planning Commission at a 
scheduled public meeting.  The date of the public meeting has not yet been determined.  
Once the proposal is scheduled for a specific meeting date, a second notice will be 
mailed with specific information on the meeting date, time and place.  The second 
notice will be mailed 15 days prior to the meeting date. 
 
The project file may be viewed by the public on weekdays between the hours of 7:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday, 
with alternate Fridays closed, at the Community Development Department, 701 Laurel 
Street, Menlo Park, California. 
 
Please find attached to this notice, copies of the project plans and site information as 
submitted by the applicant.  City staff has not completed review of the plans and site 
information as of the date of this notice.  As a result of City staff review and public 
comment, the preliminary plans may be revised prior to any public meeting on this 
proposal.  If you are interested in viewing revised project plans, they will be available for 
review at the City offices one week prior to the Planning Commission meeting, which 
will be advertised in the public hearing notice, and attached to the hard copy of the staff 
report which will be available on the Thursday prior to the meeting. 
 
If you have any comments or questions on this proposal, please call Michele Morris, 
Assistant Planner, at (650) 330-6724 or email her at mtmorris@menlopark.org.  The 
Planning Division encourages submittal of comments and questions by November 16, 
2016 in order for staff and the applicant to fully consider all comments and questions 
prior to the preparation of the staff report. 
 
Si usted necesita más información sobre este proyecto, por 
favor llame al 650-330-6702, y pregunte por un asistente 
que hable español. 

 

mailto:mtmorris@menlopark.org
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Project Description

5] 5 Gilbert Avenue, Menlo Park

The existing single-family home at 51 5 Gilbert Street is a very compact two-bedroom, one-bath
house with a small living/dining/kitchen area. At 11 64 sf total (897 sf of dwelling space + 273
sf of garage), it is scaled more like an apartment than a house; it is smaller than most of the
surrounding houses in the neighborhood, and too small for most of today’s families. The
current corstruction quality of the house (vinyl siding, sinç’e-paned steel sash windows, no
insulation) is also outdated, and out of keeping with the neighborhood. The owners would like
to enlarge and improve the existing home to better suit their family’s needs, and to better align
with the quality of the surrounding neighborhood.

We are proposing a 1,048 SF addition, which includes a new 690 SF second story. The existing
bedrooms, bath, and garage would remain. The central, first floor public living spaces (kitchen,
dining, and living) would be remodeled and expanded to the front and rear. Upstairs, we are
adding two bedrooms and two bathrooms. A new covered front entry porch and covered rear
patio help to transition from the street to the front door, and from the indoors to the rear yard.

The original house is an early 7940’s ranch/bungalow style, with a hip roof, and stucco under
the existing vinyl siding. We’ve taken cues from this original language, translating it into a
simple, classic style. Major features of the proposed design include hip roofs, restoring the
original stucco, and using new painted wood siding on the central/second story addition.
Paintable, fiberglass windows and standing seam metal roofing are durable materials that
should maintain their appearance for years to come.

The upstairs massing is as compact as possible, with deep roof overhangs that help create a
sense of horizontality, rather than height. The upper floor is set back from the first floor walls at
the two sides and the front, to help reduce the sense of mass from the street, the corner, and the
side neighbor. Upper floor windows on the side lot line were located with care to minimize
direct sightlines into the neighbor’s second story windows. High, second story clerestory
windows and skylights on the street side will provide privacy to/from the street while bringing
ample daylight into the first and second floors.

The owners have begun to reach out to their immediate neighbors, with a face-to-face
conversation about the proposed design with the owners of the two-story home at 505 Gilbert.

715 Colorado Avenue, Suite D, Palo Alto, California 94303-3907

CITY OF MENLO PARK
BUILDING

tel. 41 5-230-0067 www.ogawafisher.com
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No. 6153
36650 Nevark Blvd. Suite C

Newark, Ca1ifozni 94560


