
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

December 18, 2006 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:01 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Chair), Deziel, Keith (Vice-chair), O’Malley (Absent), Pagee, Riggs, 
Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner, Thomas Rogers, Associate 
Planner, Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager, Lorraine Weiss, Contract Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT - None 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1. Use Permit/Stewart Associates/805 Evergreen Street:  Request for a use permit to demolish an 

existing single-story, single-family residence and construct a new two-story, single-family residence 
on a substandard lot with regard to lot width in the R-1-S (Single-Family Suburban) zoning district, 
and for excavation into required side yard setbacks for lightwells and egress associated with a 
basement.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Deziel to approve with the following 
modifications, 6-0: 

 
Revise condition 4a: Concurrent with submittal of a complete building permit application, 
the applicant shall submit a revised landscaping plan, subject to review and approval of the 
Planning Division and City Arborist.  The plan shall show landscape screening of semi-
porous tree types, projected to have a limited mature height.  The overall objective of the 
revisions shall be to both provide adequate privacy screening and allow sufficient 
transmission of light and wind, with a primary focus on limiting views between the master 
bedroom and the rear patio of the adjoining right side property.  Up to two trees of a 36-
inch box size may be required. 
 
Add condition 4b: Concurrent with submittal of a complete building permit application, the 
applicant shall submit revised plans subject to review and approval of the Planning 
Division.  The plans shall incorporate the following modifications: 
 

1. On the right side elevation, the sill height of the master bedroom and laundry 
windows shall be raised to five feet. 

2. On the left side elevation, the sill height of the master toilet and bath #2 toilet 
windows shall be raised to five feet. 

3. The second-floor plate height and the overall building height shall each be reduced 
by one foot. 

 
2. Use Permit/Phil Giurlani/531 Pope Street:  Request for a use permit to demolish two existing 

single-story residential structures and construct a new two-story, single-family residence and 
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3. 

detached accessory building on a substandard lot with regard to lot width in the R-1-U (Single 
Family Urban) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Riggs to continue the 
item to a future meeting with specific design direction; 6-0.  The Commission commented 
on issues including the following: 

 
• The type, number, and sizes of the windows; 
• Lack of articulation on the right elevation; 
• Overall symmetry and proportion; 
• Potential privacy issues from bedroom #2 windows; and 
• General quality of finish materials 

 
Use Permit, Architectural Control, and Tentative Subdivision Map/Joe Colonna/1906 El 
Camino Real:  Request for a use permit, architectural control, and tentative subdivision map to 
demolish an existing one-story 5,750-square-foot commercial building and construct a new two-
story 9,862 square foot office building for medical/dental use and related site improvements. The 
application includes a request for a tentative map to subdivide one parcel into five commercial 
condominium airspaces and a parking reduction to reduce the amount of required parking to 49 
spaces based on the proposed uses where 60 parking spaces would otherwise be required in the 
C-4 (General Commercial applicable to El Camino Real) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Riggs/Deziel to continue the item to a future meeting to allow the applicant 
to address the Commission’s concerns and for redesign; 6-0.  The Commission 
commented on issues including the following: 

 
• More articulation on the El Camino Real building façade; 
• Provide a more pedestrian-friendly façade on El Camino Real; and 
• Create signage that addresses drivers traveling southbound on El Camino Real 
 

4. Use Permit and Architectural Control/Henry Riggs/622 Santa Cruz Avenue:  Request for a use 
permit and architectural control to demolish an existing, one-story, commercial structure and 
construct a new, two-story, mixed-use structure in the C-3 (Central Commercial) zoning district. 
The structure would have a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) greater than 100 percent and a residential unit, 
both of which require use permit approval by the Planning Commission.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  Unanimously decided to continue the item to the meeting of January 8, 2007 
due to lack of time; 6-0. 

 
5. Abandonment/Benchmark Homes - Twelve, LLC/996-1002 Willow Rd:  Planning Commission 

Review for consistency with the General Plan related to the proposed Abandonment of the Public 
Utility Easement crossing the rear six feet of Lots 8, 9, 10, 11 and C and extending into the center 
of Lot 10 of the Heritage Oaks Major Subdivision located at 996-1002 Willow Road.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Riggs to approve the item as presented in the staff 
report, 6-0.  This item was taken out order. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
1. Consideration of minutes from the September 18, 2006, Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTION:  Unanimously decided to continue the item to the meeting of 
January 8, 2007 due to lack of time; 6-0. 

 
2. Draft Attendance report for Planning Commission review.   
 

E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
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ADJOURNMENT  11:30 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 
Regular Meeting  January 8, 2007 
Regular Meeting  January 22, 2007 
Study Meeting  January 29, 2007 
Regular Meeting  February 5, 2007 
Regular Meeting  February 26, 2007 
Regular Meeting  March 12, 2007 
Regular Meeting  March 26, 2007 
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