
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

November 13, 2006 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Chair), Deziel, Keith (Vice-chair), O’Malley, Pagee, Riggs, Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner, Megan Fisher, Associate 
Planner, Arlinda Heineck, Director of Community Development, Thomas Rogers, Associate 
Planner, Justin Murphy, Development Services Manager 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 
1. Architectural Control/Rick Guidice/464 Sand Hill Circle: Request for approval of 

architectural control to remodel the front elevation of a townhouse in the R-2(X) (Low 
Density Apartment - Conditional Development) zoning district.    COMMISSION ACTION:  
M/S Deziel/Keith to approve as presented in the staff report, 7-0. 

 
C. REGULAR BUSINESS #1 
 
1. Possible Reconsideration of Use Permit, Architectural Control, Heritage Tree Permit, 

and Environmental Review/ Pollock Financial Group/321 Middlefield Road:  Request for 
a use permit and architectural control for the conversion of an existing 48,400-square-foot 
building from administrative to medical office use and the associated exterior modifications to 
the building and site located in the C-1 (Administrative and Professional District, Restrictive) 
zoning district.  Request for Heritage Tree Permit for the removal of 8 heritage trees, 
relocation of 3 heritage trees, and planting of replacement trees.  The proposal requires the 
preparation of an Environmental Impact Report.  This item was conditionally approved at 
the October 23, 2006 Planning Commission meeting.    COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Sinnott/O’Malley to reaffirm previous action of October 23, 2006, 6-0 (with Commissioner 
Deziel not participating and not in the room due to a conflict of interest.   

 
2. General Plan Amendment, Rezoning, Conditional Development Permit, Tentative 

Subdivision Map, Heritage Tree Permit, and Environmental Review/SummerHill 
Homes/75 Willow Road:   
1) General Plan Amendment:  Change from Professional and Administrative Offices land 

use designation to Medium Density Residential land use designation;  
2) Rezoning:  Change from C-1 (Administrative and Professional District, Restrictive) to 

R-3-X (Apartment – Conditional Development District);  
3) Conditional Development Permit:  Establish specific development regulations and 

architectural designs for the demolition of an existing 40,000-square-foot office building 
and the construction of 33 single-family residential dwelling units;  

4) Tentative Subdivision Map:  Create 33 lots and associated common areas; 
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5) Heritage Tree Permit:  Remove 46 heritage trees, relocate 3 heritage trees, and plant 
new trees; and  

 
6) Environmental Review of the proposed project in the form of an Environmental Impact 

Report.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott/ to reaffirm previous action of 
October 23, 2006, 6-0 (with Commissioner Deziel not participating and not in the room 
due to a conflict of interest). 

 
D. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
1. Use Permit/Jonathan Jang/1760 Oakdell Drive:  Request for a use permit to construct a 

second story addition to an existing single-story, single-family nonconforming residence 
that would exceed 50 percent of the replacement value of the existing structure in a 12-
month period in the R-1-S (Single Family Suburban) zoning district.    COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Sinnott to approve with the following modifications, 5-2 (Pagee and 
Keith opposed). 

 
Add condition 4c: Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit revised 
plans with the following revisions, subject to review and approval of the Planning Division: 

i. The right side master bath window (between the sink and the commode) shall 
be raised to a sill height of at least five feet, or incorporate obscured glass to a 
point at least five feet above the floor line. 

ii. The three windows around the master bath’s bathtub shall be modified with the 
overall objective of privacy screening for adjacent neighbors.  Options for 
modification include any combination of the following, used to a level at least 
five feet above the floor line: 

• Raising the windows’ sill height 
• Use of obscured glass  
• Other permanent screening methods 

iii. The applicant shall submit a revised landscape plan with the objective of 
increasing privacy screening for the rear, left, and right side neighbors.  Each 
of these three neighbors may request that the applicant install up to three 24-
inch box trees, to be placed along the fence line on either the applicant’s or the 
requesting neighbor’s property.  Placement of the trees should not compromise 
the health of existing trees. 

 
2. Use Permit/Mahin Shafai/325 Sharon Park Drive, Ste D4:  Request for a use permit to 

include massage services as part of a relocated day spa business in the C-2 
(Neighborhood Shopping) zoning district.    COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Riggs to 
approve as presented in the staff report, 7-0. 

 
3. Use Permit Revision/Elite Musketeers Fencers' Club/160 Constitution Drive:  Request 

for a use permit revision to include massage services and fitness and stretching programs 
as part of an existing private recreational facility in the M-2 (General Industrial) zoning 
district.    COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Keith to approve as presented in the staff 
report, 7-0. 
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4. Architectural Control/Bill Hagman/626 Santa Cruz Avenue: Request for approval of 
architectural control to remodel the front elevation of a commercial building in the C-3 
(Central Commercial) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Pagee to 
approve as presented in the staff report, 6-0, (with Commissioner Riggs not participating 
and not in the room due to a conflict of interest). 

 
E. REGULAR BUSINESS #2 
 
1. Zoning Ordinance Amendment Review/City of Menlo Park:  One-year review of Zoning 

Ordinance Amendments Relative to Single-Family Residential Developments.    
COMMISSION ACTION:  Discussion was held by the Planning Commission. 

 
1. Consideration of minutes from the October 23, 2006, Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Unanimous consent to approve the minutes as modified: 
 

• Page 1, Remove “Not in Attendance” from roll call after Commissioner “Deziel”. 
• Page 1, Add in before item C-1 “Commissioner Deziel recused himself from items C1 

and C2 for consistency with previous meetings”. 
• Page 3, 2nd paragraph, 17th line replace the word “of” with “up”. 
• Page 6, 4th paragraph, 11th line add in “1,000” between the “per” and “square”. 
• Page 6, 4th paragraph, 14th line remove the ‘s” from the word “makers”. 
• Page 7, 2nd paragraph, 5th line, add a comma after 6 p.m. and replace “instead” with “as” 
• Page 7, 2nd paragraph, 6th line, add  “Commissioner Keith said yes” as a new sentence 

at the end of the paragraph. 
• Page 8, 4th paragraph, 5th line, add the word “on” after the word “impact”. 

 
F. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  10:38 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 
Regular Meeting  November 27, 2006 
Regular Meeting  December 11, 2006 
Regular Meeting  December 18, 2006 
Regular Meeting  January 8, 2007 
Regular Meeting  January 22, 2007 
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