
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

June 12, 2006 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Chair), Deziel, Keith (Vice-chair), O’Malley, Pagee, Riggs, Sinnott – All 
Present 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner; Megan Fisher, Assistant 
Planner; Arlinda Heineck, Director of Community Development, Justin Murphy, Development 
Services Manager; Thomas Rogers, Assistant Planner 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B. CONSENT ITEMS – None 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/Faramarz Tahery/504 O'Keefe Street:  Request for a use permit to 
demolish an existing single-story, single-family residence and construct a new two-story, 
single-family residence on a substandard lot in regard to lot area and width in the R-1-U 
(Single-Family Urban) zoning district.  Continued from the meeting of May 8, 2006.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott to approve with the following modification,  
7-0: 

 
Add Condition 4a: Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall add one street 
tree, from the Menlo Park street tree list, to the landscaping plan for review approval by 
the Planning Division. The tree may be located in the public right-of-way, or on the 
applicant’s property. 

 
2. Use Permit and Architectural Control/West Bay Sanitary District/500 Laurel Street:  

Request for a use permit and architectural control to add a second story to a 
professional office use in the C-1 (Administrative and Professional District, Restrictive) 
zoning district, and a request for a use permit to reduce the off-street parking 
requirement to 16 spaces based on the specific use where 56 spaces would otherwise 
be required for a general office use.  Continued from the meeting of March 27, 2006. 
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/O’Malley to approve as per Option 1 in the 
memorandum, 5-2 (with Keith and Pagee opposed). 
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3. Use Permit Revision/Sean Cutright/910 Cambridge Avenue:  Request for a use 
permit revision to relocate an existing detached garage and reduce the existing setback 
of 31.9 feet to 12.4 feet from the corner side property line (Cambridge Avenue). 
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff 
report with the following modification, 5-1-1 (with Commissioner Riggs opposed and 
Commissioner Keith abstaining).  

 
Delete Condition 4b. 

 
4. Use Permit/Marsha Converse/2005 Willow Road:  Request for a use permit to 

continue to operate a wireless communication facility consisting of antennas mounted on 
a monopole 70 feet in height and an equipment shelter located at the PG&E substation. 
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Riggs/Pagee to approve as recommended in the staff 
report, 7-0. 

 
5. Zoning Ordinance Amendment, Rezoning and Negative Declaration/City of Menlo 

Park:  Consideration of a Zoning Ordinance amendment and rezoning establishing a 
new zoning district titled R-1-U (LM) Single Family Urban Residential District (Lorelei 
Manor) and applying the new district to the Lorelei Manor single-family residential 
neighborhood.  The new district would address the following development standards: 
• Establishment of permitted and conditional uses; 
• Establishment of a minimum lot size of 4,900 square feet, minimum lot width of 40 

feet and minimum lot depth of 75 feet; 
• Establishment of below ground, above ground and second floor setbacks and 

allowed encroachments; 
• Establishment of maximum building coverage and impervious surface requirements; 
• Establishment of a definition of “floor area” and “Floor Area Limits” (FAL) for 

properties within the neighborhood; 
• Establishment of other development regulations including: horizontal wall length of 

second floor side walls; second floor window limitations; building height; daylight 
plane; mechanical equipment; and parking; 

• Increase in the amount of new work that can be done on an existing, legal, 
nonconforming single-family residence before triggering a use permit; and 

• Other modifications as necessary to implement the proposed new zoning district. 
• A Negative Declaration will be reviewed with the proposed amendments.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  The Commission took the following action: 

• M/S Sinnott/Keith to recommend to the City Council approval of findings relative 
to the environmental review of the proposal and approval of the Negative 
Declaration prepared for the proposal, 6-0 (with Commissioner Riggs not 
participating); 

• M/S Keith/Sinnott to recommend to the City Council approval of findings relative 
to the consistency of the proposal with the General Plan, 6-0 (with Commissioner 
Riggs not participating); 

• M/S Deziel/Keith to recommend to the City Council approval of the Zoning 
Ordinance amendment and rezoning establishing the R-1-U (LM) zoning district 
and applying the district to the Lorelei Manor neighborhood, subject to the 
following modifications with any refinements by staff necessary to meet the intent 
of the Commission, 6-0 (with Commissioner Riggs not participating): 

• Incorporation of the proposed differences in the R-1-U (LM) district 
definition of Floor Area into the existing City-wide definition [as opposed to 
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6. 

having a stand alone definition for R-1-U (LM)] (Section 1 of the draft 
ordinance amendment); 

• Incorporation of a table format for the proposed information contained in 
Section 16.80.030 Nonconforming Structures of the Zoning Ordinance 
(Section 7 of the draft ordinance amendment) and 

• Revision of the proposed language in Subsection 16.17.030(11) Daylight 
Plane of the Zoning Ordinance to establish an above ground minimum five-
foot setback for purposes of measuring the daylight plane (Section 3 of the 
draft ordinance amendment. 

• M/S Deziel/Keith to recommend that the City Council direct staff to assist the 
Lorelei Manor neighborhood in performing a review of the impact of the new 
development regulations on the neighborhood 60 days after substantial 
completion of four projects or 2 years after adoption, whichever comes first, 6-0 
(with Commissioner Riggs not participating).  The results of the review would be 
forwarded to the Planning Commission. 

 

Review of Update of the City of Menlo Park Zoning Map and General Plan Land 
Use Diagram.  The City of Menlo Park is considering an update of the representation of 
the City’s Zoning Map and General Plan Land Use Diagram.  The update would result in 
a combined Zoning Map and General Plan Land Use Diagram.  No Rezonings or 
General Plan Amendments are associated with the update.  The update is limited to the 
representation of existing zoning districts and land use designations. COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Keith/Riggs to recommend as presented in the staff report, 7-0. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of transcripts from the May 22, 2006, Planning Commission meeting.  
Hard copies available upon request. COMMISSION ACTION:  Unanimously approve 
with the following modifications: 

 
Page 21, Line 12 Replace “lead” with “LEED”. 
Page 22, Line 9 Replace “pull” with “pole” and delete “level”. 
Page 22, Line 10 Replace “volar” with “voltage”. 
Page 22, Line 17 Replace “bio soils” with “bioswales”. 
Page 24, Line 8 Replace “and mentioning” with “dimensions”. 
Page 24, Line 18 Replace “BOC” with “VOC”. 
Page 27, Line 8 Replace “antennas” with “parapets”. 
Page 35, Line 4 Delete “as opposed to the project”. 
Page 35, Line 24 Replace “there’s a” with “at the Claremont Hotel”. 
Page 35, Line 25 Delete “place” and “where”. 
Page 37, Line 15 Replace “Kristen” with “Kirsten”. 
Page 37, Line 21 Delete “and I wanted”. 
Page 37, Line 22 Delete “to ask you”. 
Page 38, Line 18 Replace the first “that” with “what”. 
Page 40, Line 8 Replace “Sand Hill” with “Stanford”. 
Page 41, Line 10 Replace “times” with “timed”. 
Page 41, Line 17 Replace “tale” with “deal”. 
Page 42, Line 9 Insert “per square foot” after $1.60”. 
Page 73, Line 17 Delete “In San Jose”. 
Page 85, Line 20 Insert “plan” between “we” and “to”. 
Page 86, Line 24 Delete “boarding of” and insert “board” after “material”. 
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Page 88, Line 9 Replace “proverbing” with “providing”. 
Page 89, Line 5 Replace “is” with “of”. 
Page 92, Line 13 Replace “differential” with “deferential”. 
Page 92, Line 23 Replace “over” with “of”. 
Page 96, Line 1 Replace “Harry” with “Henry”. 
Page 97, Line 18 Replace “only” with “also”. 
Page 101, Line 1 Replace “3.2” with “3.3”. 
Page 101, Line 15 Replace “supporting the driving” with “providing”. 
Page 105, Line 21 Insert “funds” before “being”. 
Page 112, Line 11 Replace “TMV” with “TDM”. 
Page 123, Line 7 Replace “us” with “it”. 
Page 124, Line 15 Insert “$” before “20,000”. 
Page 126, Line 9 Delete “and replenish”. 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

ADJOURNMENT – 11:35 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 
Regular Meeting July 10, 2006- 
Regular Meeting July 24, 2006 
Special Meeting July 31, 2006 
Regular Meeting August 14, 2006 
Regular Meeting August 28, 2006 
Regular Meeting September 11, 2006 
Regular Meeting September 26, 2006 
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