
 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

May 22, 2006 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:07 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Chair), Deziel, Keith (Vice-chair), O’Malley (Absent), Pagee, Riggs, 
Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Deanna Chow, Senior Planner, Justin Murphy, Development 
Services Manager 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B. CONSENT ITEMS – None 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. General Plan Amendment, Rezoning, Conditional Development Permit, and 
Environmental Review/ The Board of Trustees of the Leland Stanford Junior 
University/ 2825 Sand Hill Road:  Requests for the following: 1) General Plan 
Amendment to change the land use designation from Professional and Administrative 
Offices to Retail/Commercial land use designation, 2) Rezoning from C-1-C 
(Administrative, Professional and Research District, Restrictive) to C-4-X (General 
Commercial – Conditional Development District), 3) Conditional Development Permit to 
establish specific uses and development regulations and review architectural designs 
for construction of approximately 170,000 square-foot hotel facility comprised of 120 
guest rooms and related facilities, five extended stay villas, a restaurant, spa/fitness 
center, and approximately 100,000 square feet of office space in multiple buildings at a 
currently undeveloped site; and 4) Heritage Tree Removal Permit for removal of two 
heritage trees; and 5) Environmental review of the proposed project.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Sinnott: to approve with the following modifications, 6-0: 

 
• Modify condition 6.35: Prior to final inspection of either the hotel or office 

component, whichever comes first, the applicant shall submit information on the 
timing and routes of the shuttle service connecting the project site with the 
existing local and regional transit services along El Camino Real as part of the 
Transportation Demand Management Plan.  The project sponsors shall fund 
and implement the operation of a shuttle service for the occupied life of the 
project.  Additionally, upon implementation of the shuttle service, the applicant 
shall periodically (no less than once every two years) survey employees’ 
interest in shuttle service to the Menlo Park and Palo Alto Caltrain stations and 
provide representative allocation of services to the Menlo Park Caltrain station.  
The plan, including the employee survey results, shall be reviewed and 
approved by the Planning and Transportation Divisions.  The shuttle service 
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shall be operational at the time of occupancy of the first component (hotel or 
office) of the project. 

 
• Add condition 6.37: As part of the building permit submittal, the applicant shall 

submit a plan for the exterior wall of the office building parking structure for 
review and approval of the Planning Division.  The plan shall include the use of 
high quality materials comparable to the rest of the buildings and shall 
incorporate landscape screening where appropriate.   

 
• Add Condition 6.14.7:  Improvement plans for the landscaped median island 

on Sand Hill Road along the frontage of the subject property if the applicant and 
adjacent property owners agree on a cost-sharing program for the long-term 
maintenance of the median island.  The applicant shall install the improvements 
in the median island and enter into a long-term maintenance agreement with the 
City and/or Caltrans, depending on the applicable jurisdiction.   

 
In addition, the Planning Commission recommended the following to the City Council: 

 
• The Planning Commission recommends that the City initiate adaptive signal 

timing along Sand Hill Road, west of Santa Cruz Avenue, which is estimated to 
cost approximately $1.3 million in 2006 dollars.  The improvements shall be 
funded through a combination of the Traffic Impact Fee ($1.60/sf) paid by the 
project, which would equal to $432,000, and the City’s General Fund.  The 
Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) generated from the hotel project would then be 
used to effectively repay the City’s General Fund equal to the amount used to 
fund the adaptive signal timing improvements along Sand Hill.  

 
• The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council deny the request 

to reduce the Building Construction Street Impact Fee.  If the Council were 
inclined to consider such a request, the Commission recommends that the 
reduction not occur until after construction is completed and the full effects of 
construction traffic can be adequately analyzed. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of the minutes from the April 17, 2005, Planning Commission meeting. 
COMMISSION ACTION:  Unanimously approve as submitted, 6-0. 
 
2. Consideration of the minutes from the April 24, 2005, Planning Commission meeting. 
COMMISSION ACTION:  Unanimously approve with the following change, 6-0: 
 
Page 6, condition d, end of last sentence:  Replace “above the roots” with “from the tree”. 
 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 10:08 p.m. 
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Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 
Regular Meeting June 12, 2006 
Regular Meeting June 26, 2006 
Regular Meeting July 10, 2006 
Regular Meeting July 24, 2006 
Regular Meeting August 14, 2006 
Regular Meeting August 28, 2006 
Regular Meeting September 11, 2006 
Regular Meeting September 26, 2006 
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