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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
August 8, 2005 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 

 
Teleconference with participation by Commissioner Keith from: 

1013 Snidow Drive 
West Lynn, Ore 

 (Posted August 8, 2005) 
 

CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Vice-chair), Deziel, Henry, Keith, Pagee (Chair), Riggs, Sinnott (Absent) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Heineck, Murphy 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR  
 

1. Clarification of use permit and architectural control approval for new 
commercial building at 638-640 Oak Grove Avenue.  Review of substantial 
compliance with the use permit and architectural control approval with regard to 
allowed uses, lot line adjustment, and parking easements in association with a new 
commercial building.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Bims/Deziel to approve as 
recommended, 6-0. 

 
2. Consideration of Cellular Antenna in Public Right-of-Way at the Intersection of 

Sand Hill Road and Santa Cruz Avenue.    COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Deziel/Henry to concur with staff’s recommendation, 6-0. 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Use Permit/Luis Barbosa/1371 Sevier Avenue:  Request for a use permit to demolish 
an existing one-story residence and construct a new two-story, single-family residence 
on a substandard lot in regards to lot width and area in the R-1-U zoning district.  
Continued to the next Regular Meeting of August 29, 2005 at the request of the 
applicant. 

 
2. Use Permit/Petra Fenzl and Tim Rochte/448 O'Connor Street:  Request for a use 

permit to construct a new six-foot tall wood fence within the front yard setback where a 
maximum of four feet is allowed.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Keith to approve 
with the following modification, 6-0: 

 



 

  

• Add condition 4c:  Prior to installation of the fence, the applicant shall submit revised 
plans with 1) the proposed fence along the Byers Court frontage set back a 
minimum of seven feet from the property line and not encroaching into the 35-foot 
by 35-foot site distance triangle at the corner of the lot and 2) the proposed fence 
along the O’Connor Street frontage to the left of the driveway set back a minimum of 
12 feet from the property line. 

 
3. Use Permit/ Renato Cusimano and Diane Welch-Cusimano/ 1010 El Camino Real, 

Suite 140: Request for a use permit to sell alcohol in association with a new restaurant.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Pagee to approve as recommended, 6-0. 

 
4. Use Permit/ Maxine Walmsley/ 671 Oak Grove Avenue:  Request for a use permit for 

a private recreational use in the C-3 (Central Commercial) zoning district.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Riggs to approve as recommended, 6-0. 

 
5. General Plan Amendment, Rezoning, Conditional Development Permit, Major 

Subdivision, and Environmental Review/Clarum Homes/507-555 Hamilton 
Avenue:  Requests for the following: 1) General Plan Amendment to change the land 
use designation of an approximately one acre portion of the property from Medium 
Density Residential to Parks and Recreation; 2) Rezoning from R-3 (Apartment District) 
to R-3-X (Apartment District – Conditional Development) and OSC (Open Space and 
Conservation); 3) Conditional Development Permit to establish specific development 
regulations and review architectural designs for the construction of 47 single-family 
residences and an approximately one acre/public park; and 4) Major Subdivision to 
subdivide the property for single-family residential and public park use.  The proposal 
requires the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  The purpose of the meeting was to allow an opportunity for the public and 
Commission to comment on the project and Draft EIR prior to the Commission’s final 
review and recommendation on the project at a subsequent meeting, tentatively 
scheduled for September 26, 2005.  Following Commission discussion of the project 
and Draft EIR, the consensus of the Commission was that project is appropriate for the 
location and is well designed with a good mix of architectural styles.  The Commission 
commented that the information and analysis contained in the Draft EIR is adequate for 
the purposes of evaluating the proposed project.  The Commission requested that the 
applicant provide a detailed area plan and consider elements such as off-setting of 
windows between units, flexibility for minor changes in the properties in the future, and 
the accommodation of additional on-street parking. 

 
 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Review of Workplan for Phase III of Commercial Streamlining.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  The Commission generally supported the work plan, but questioned how 
this effort would impact other projects, especially given the two currently vacant 
planner positions.  The Commission referenced such projects as the Haven Area 
Study and the Sand Hill Hotel and Office Project.  Commissioner Deziel submitted 
comments in writing, while other Commissioners provided comments orally.   

 
2. Consideration of the minutes of the February 7, 2005 Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Bims to approve as presented, 5-0 (Keith 
absent). 

 



 

  

3. Consideration of the minutes of the February 28, 2005 Planning Commission 
meeting.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Bims to approve with the following 
modifications, 5-0 (Keith absent): 

 
• Page 11, 2nd to last paragraph, 2nd sentence: Change “conduct a” to “conductor”. 
• Page 11, last paragraph, 2nd sentence: Change “cubic centimeter feet (ccf)” to 

“cubic feet per second (cfs). 
• Page 17, 4th full paragraph: 3rd line:  Insert “of all” between “percent” and “sales”. 
• Page 18, 6th full paragraph: Delete the word “substitute” 
• Page 18, 7th full paragraph: Delete the word “substitute” 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 

ADJOURNMENT – 11:30 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting August 29, 2005 
Regular Meeting September 12, 2005 
Special Study Meeting September 19, 2005 
Regular Meeting September 26, 2005 
Regular Meeting October 10, 2005 
Regular Meeting October 24, 2005 
Regular Meeting November 7, 2005 
Regular Meeting November 21, 2005 
Regular Meeting December 5, 2005 
Regular Meeting December 12, 2005 
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