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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
June 20, 2005 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Absent- Vice-chair), Deziel, Henry, Keith, Pagee (Chair), Riggs, Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Chow, Cramer, Hutcheson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS- None 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR - None 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Use Permit/Matthew and Katherine Ferguson/785 Cotton Street:  Request for a use permit 
to construct a new two-story, single-family residence and detached garage on a substandard 
lot in regards to lot width in the R-1-S (Suburban Residential) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report, 6-0  with 
Commissioner Bims absent. 

 
2. Use Permit, Variance and Architectural Control/James Valenti/611 Pierce Road (APNs 

062-024-270, 062-024-280 and 062-024-290):  Request for a use permit for the rehabilitation 
of three nonconforming structures containing six dwelling units that would exceed 50 percent 
of the replacement value within a 12 month period; request for variances to make changes to 
existing walls and roof lines that encroach into the front, side and rear setbacks and into the 
minimum distance between buildings, and request for architectural control for exterior 
modifications to the buildings. The project includes a proposal to merge the three existing 
parcels into one parcel. COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Riggs to approve with the 
following modification to condition “e” (6-0 with Commissioner Bims absent): 

 
• Prior to final inspection, the applicant shall either submit a plan showing street frontage 

improvements, including curb, gutter and sidewalk, and implement the plan in 
accordance with Engineering Division requirements or enter into an agreement with the 
City that the improvements along Henderson Avenue and Pierce Road shall be 
completed by the City in coordination with the Henderson Avenue street improvement. 

 
3. Use Permit Extension/Samuel Wright/885 Oak Grove Avenue:  Request for a five-year 

extension of use permit originally granted in 1990 and extended in 1995 and 2000 for non-
retail uses to locate on the ground floor of the building located in the C-3 (Central Commercial) 
zoning district. COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Riggs to approve with the following 
modifications to the conditions (6-0, with Commissioner Bims absent): 

 
a.  The total number of full-time equivalent employees permitted to work in the building shall 
be limited to 22; provided however that said limitation will be without prejudice to the 
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applicant’s ability to apply in the future to increase the total number of employees in this 
building in the event a parking structure is constructed in the adjacent parking plaza or other 
parking is provided. 
 
b.  The applicant will agree to support the Parking Assessment District to the purpose of 
constructing parking structures in the Central Business District and to participate in the 
payment of parking assessments that may be levied in the District to similar properties fronting 
on Oak Grove Avenue. 
 
c.  The ground floor may be used for personal service or professional office if the applicant 
pays an in-lieu fee of $1.447 per square foot (which is the rate as of June 2005) of rentable 
square footage, to be adjusted annually to reflect the CPI changes, to the City to make up for 
loss of sales tax revenue. 
 

4. Use Permit/The Alaris Group/314 Constitution:  Request for a use permit to mount nine 
panel antennas in three sectors on an existing PG&E tower and install five equipment cabinets 
at the base of the tower, which is located in the M-2 (General Industrial) zoning district. 
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report, 6-
0, with Commissioner Bims absent. 

 
 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of the excerpts of the April 25, 2005, Planning Commission meeting on 
Residential Review. COMMISSION ACTION:  The Commission continued the review of the 
minutes for clarifications to a future meeting. 

 
2. Consideration of draft report prepared by Commissioner Deziel on clarification of the record on 

the Planning Commission’s review and recommendations on changes to the regulations for 
single-story residential structures in the Zoning Ordinance.  The Commission tabled the review 
of the report to the meeting of July 11, 2005. 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
• A study meeting was set for September 19, 2005 for the review of the Hotel 

development project on Sand Hill Road and Hwy 280. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  10:21 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting July 11, 2005 
Regular Meeting July 25, 2005 
Regular Meeting August 8, 2005 
Regular Meeting August 29, 2005 
Regular Meeting September 12, 2005 
Regular Meeting September 26, 2005 
 

http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=6/20/05&time=4:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=6/20/05&time=5:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=6/20/05&time=5:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=6/20/05&time=6:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=6/20/05&time=6:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=6/20/05&time=6:00:00&format=PDF

	PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS
	Regular Meeting
	7:00 p.m.
	701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025



