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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS  
 

Regular Meeting 
June 6, 2005 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:06 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Vice-chair), Deziel, Henry, Keith, Pagee (Chair) (arrived at 7:10 p.m.), Riggs, 
Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Cramer, Hutcheson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR - None 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Use Permit/Thomas Jackson/526 Laurel Avenue:  Request for a use permit to demolish an 
existing duplex and construct a new two-story, single-family residence on a substandard lot 
that retains vehicle access from the alley to the rear of the property and creates new vehicle 
access from Laurel Avenue in the R-1-U (Single-Family Urban Residential) zoning district.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Keith to approve as recommended in the staff report (6-
1, with Commissioner Pagee opposed). 

 
2. Use Permit/ Patricia and Daniel Finlay/ 1110 May Brown Avenue:  Request for a use 

permit to construct an addition to an existing accessory structure resulting in a total floor area 
of 1,072 square feet for a detached garage and workshop where a maximum of 700 square 
feet is allowed.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Deziel to approve as recommended in 
the staff report with the following change to condition “f” (7-0): 

 
Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall revise the plans to conform to the 
maximum building coverage allowed in the Zoning Ordinance at the time of building permit 
submittal.  The revised plans shall be subject to review and approval by the Planning Division. 
 

3. Use Permit/Alan and Karen Douglass/1041 Cambridge Avenue:  Request for a use permit 
to demolish an existing one-story, single-family residence and construct a new two-story 
single-family residence on a substandard lot in regards to lot width in the R-1-U (Single-Family 
Urban) residential zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Riggs/Sinnott to approve with 
the removal of condition “j” and the following additional conditions (7-0): 

 
• Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit a tree trimming plan for the 

oak tree (#20) that shows the implementation of end-weight pruning and identification of 
all limbs greater than three inches to be removed prior to the pruning or trimming of the 
tree.  The revised plan shall be subject to the review and approval of the City Arborist. 

 
• Prior to building permit issuance, the plans shall be revised with the following changes: 
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(1) Incorporate the changes to the left side elevation of the plans submitted to 
the Planning Commission on June 6, 2005; 

(2) Relocate or remove one of the two windows or raise the sill height of all 
windows in Bedroom #1 on the right side elevation on the plans;  

(3) Add a fence of at least six feet in height and in accordance with the Zoning 
Ordinance on the right side property line shared with 138 Princeton Drive; 
and 

(4) No HVAC equipment may be located in the right side setback between the 
proposed house and house located at 138 Princeton Drive. 

The revised plans shall be subject to the review and approval of the Planning Division. 
 

• Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit a landscape screening plan 
to provide screening for the house and the back yard on 138 Princeton Drive from the 
second floor of the subject property.  The landscape screening may be evergreen trees.  
The plan shall be reviewed for comment by the neighbors at 138 Princeton Drive.  The 
screening shall be installed prior to final inspection.  The plan shall be subject to review 
and approval of the City Arborist and Planning Division. 

 
• Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit revised plans as per the 

plan submitted to the Planning Commission on June 6, 2005 to modify the location of 
the driveway in order to preserve and minimize impacts to an existing street tree.  The 
proposed drive in proximity to the existing heritage trees shall be interlocking pavers. 
The revised plans shall be subject to review and approval by the City Arborist, 
Transportation and Planning Divisions. 

 
 

4. Use Permit/ Bradley G. Boushey/ 60 Middlefield Road:  Request for a use permit to sell 
alcohol and provide outdoor seating in association with an existing market and deli.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report 
with the following additional conditions (7-0): 

 
• Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit a revised site plan that 

includes steel bollards, and if feasible, narrow planters, in front of the outdoor seating 
area to provide separation and protection from vehicles.  The revised plans shall be 
subject to review and approval by the Public Works Department and Planning Division. 

 
• Within 30 days of issuance of the ABC license for sale of alcohol, the applicant shall 

install a sign visible to customers at the cash register stating that alcohol shall not be 
consumed on the premises.  In addition, within that time, applicant shall submit a letter 
to the Planning Division notifying the Planning Division that the sign has been installed. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1.  Consideration of the minutes of the December 6, 2004 Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Bims/Pagee to approve as presented, 6-0-1 (with Commissioner 
Riggs abstaining). 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
• Report on Planning Commission Training Session sponsored by the League of 

California Cities 
• Discussion of memo dated, April 11, 2005 from Commissioner Deziel to the 

Planning Commission with regard to changes to the C-3 (Central Commercial) 
zoning district parking requirements.  Commission unanimously recommended to 
forward the memo (with a cover letter to be prepared by Commissioner Deziel) to 
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the City Council for consideration in Phase 3 of the Commercial Streamlining 
process, particularly to include in the staff report on the work plan for Phase 3. 

• Commissioner Deziel requested that the Commission consider a draft motion of 
finding to clarify the public record on the proposed one-story, single-family Zoning 
Ordinance amendments at the June 20, 2005 Planning Commission meeting.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 10:30 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting June 20, 2005 
Regular Meeting July 11, 2005 
Regular Meeting July 25, 2005 
Regular Meeting August 8, 2005 
Regular Meeting August 29, 2005 
Regular Meeting September 12, 2005 
Regular Meeting September 26, 2005 
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