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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
March 14, 2005 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (Vice-chair), Deziel, Henry, Keith, Pagee (Chair), Riggs, Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Cramer, Thompson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
1. Rezoning, Conditional Development Permit, Major Subdivision, and Environmental 

Review/Foster Enterprises/3633 Haven Avenue:  Request for a rezoning from M-2 (General 
Industrial) to M-2-X (General Industrial, Conditional Development District) and approval of a 
Conditional Development Permit (CDP), Tentative Map and environmental review for the 
construction of four new, two-story industrial buildings, totaling approximately 96,500 square feet 
for up to 30 industrial condominium units.  The proposed project includes a Mitigated Negative 
Declaration.  Continued to the next Regular Meeting of March 28, 2005 at the request of 
applicant. 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Use Permit and Variance/Abraham Zavala/1045 Windermere Avenue:  Request for a use 

permit for a remodel and an addition to an existing single-story residence that is legal but non-
conforming in regard to the left side yard setback to exceed 50 percent of the replacement cost of 
the structure within a 12-month period.  Request for a variance to allow for a four foot left side 
setback where a minimum setback of six feet, six inches is required in association with a change 
in the existing wall and new roof structure.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Bims to approve 
with the following modification (7-0): 

 
• Add condition “j”: After building framing and prior to final inspection, the applicants shall 

submit a final landscape plan, with the input of adjacent property at 1039 Windermere, 
that provides screening for views to the proposed construction. The plan shall be 
subject to City Arborist and Planning staff review and approval. 

 
2. Use Permit/John Mark Box and Michelle Marie Box/825 Cotton Street:  Request for a use 

permit to demolish an existing single-story single family residence and detached garage and 
construct a new two-story residence with a basement and for excavation associated with 
proposed light wells within the required right and left side setbacks.  COMMISSION ACTION:  
M/S Bims/Riggs to approve with the following modifications (7-0): 

 
• Modify condition “h”: After building framing and prior to final inspection, the applicants 

shall submit a final landscape plan, with the input of adjacent properties at 801 and 845 
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Cotton Street and 820 Hobart Street, that provides privacy screening for views from the 
second floor windows. The plan shall be subject to City Arborist and Planning staff 
review and approval.  

• Add condition “i”: Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit revised 
plans that eliminate the two windows on the second floor of the stairway on Elevation D. 
The revised plan shall be subject to review and approval by the Planning Division.  

 
3. Use Permit/Jose and Eva Rendon/1131 Windermere Avenue:  Request for a use permit to 

construct additional square footage to an existing one-story, single-family residence on a parcel 
that is substandard in regard to lot width and lot area.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Riggs/Keith 
to approve as presented in the staff report, 7-0. 

 
4. Use Permit/Luis Vazquez/3665 Haven Avenue:  Request for a temporary use permit to allow 

for the storage and operation of outside equipment (tree grinder) in the M-2 zoning district.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Riggs/Deziel to direct the applicant to work with staff to prepare a 
a detailed project description of the proposed business and operating procedures, including 
providing information on the delivery and storage of materials and the method of dust control and 
to direct staff to prepare findings and conditions of approval for review by the Planning 
Commission at a future date. The findings and conditions of approval shall include the following: 

 
• Specific reference that the property is part of the Haven Avenue Land Use Study 

Area and may be impacted by future land use changes; 
• A condition of approval for the project to address that the use permit would be 

granted for the project presented in the detailed project description; and  
• A condition of approval that establishes that the use permit is limited to a six-month 

period and that the applicant may apply for a use permit extension subject to the 
review and approval of the Director of Community Development or his/her designee. 
In consideration of a request for an extension, the Director of Community 
Development may consider the input from the surrounding neighbors and the status 
of the Haven Avenue Land Use Study.  If the Director finds that concerns of the 
neighbors have not been adequately addressed by the applicant or that progress is 
made regarding alternative land uses in the area, the Director may consider 
changes to the operation or denial of the request for the use permit extension.   

 
D. COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 9:20 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting March 28, 2005 
Regular Meeting April 11, 2005 
Regular Meeting April 25, 2005 
Regular Meeting May 9, 2005 
Regular Meeting May 23, 2005 
Regular Meeting June 6, 2005 
Regular Meeting June 20, 2005 
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