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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
January 10, 2005 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Deziel, Henry, Keith (arrived at 7:11 p.m.), Pagee (Chair), Sinnott 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Chow, Cramer, O’Connell, Thompson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Request for Clarification of Use Permit and Architectural Control Approval for 500 Willow 

Road:  Review for substantial compliance of use permit and architectural control approval for 
modifications to the pump island facilities, including the installation of outdoor hand sinks, in 
connection with the reconstructed service station located at 500 Willow Road.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Bims (5-0, with Commissioner Keith not yet in attendence) to approve as 
recommended in the staff report. 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
1. Use Permit/Stanley Nielsen/933 Valparaiso Avenue:  Request for a use permit to demolish an 

existing single-story residence and attached garage and construct a new approximately 3,200 
square-foot two-story residence and attached garage on a parcel that is substandard in regard to 
lot width in the R-1-U Zoning District.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Henry (5-0, with 
Commissioner Sinnott recused because she lived within 500 feet of the project) to approve as per 
the staff report with the following additional condition: 

 
• “j”  Prior to building permit issuance and removal of the heritage palm tree, the applicant 

shall revise the landscape plan to include a replacement tree, subject to review and 
approval by the Planning Division and City Arborist. The replacement tree shall be 
installed prior to final inspection.  However, if the applicant procures from a certified 
arborist a health preservation plan for tree number 11 and implements the plan prior to 
building permit submittal, then no such landscape plan revision or replacement tree 
shall be required.  The health preservation plan shall be subject to review and approval 
by the Planning Division and City Arborist. 

 
2. Use Permit/Scott and Nancy Evars/383 Hedge Road:  Request for a use permit to construct 

additional square footage to the ground floor and add a new second story to an existing one-story 
single-family residence on a parcel that is substandard in regard to lot width and lot area.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Bims (6-0) to approve as recommended in the staff. 
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3. Use Permit Extension/ LLB Enterprises, Inc./711-721 Hamilton Avenue:  Request for a two-
year extension of a previously approved use permit to allow for a pre-existing manufacturing 
business that includes outside storage to continue to operate in the M-1 (Light Industrial) zoning 
district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Pagee (6-0) to approve as recommended in the staff 
report with the following revision to condition “i”: 

 
• Prior to July 1, 2005, (implementation date revised) the property owner shall remove all 

barbed wire and/or razor wire fencing from the property, complete landscaping of the 
triangular areas in front of the building, and paint the building.  

 
4. Use Permit Extension/A-L-N Equipment Corp./735, 755, 759-763 Hamilton Avenue: Request 

for a two-year extension of a previously approved use permit to allow for a pre-existing equipment 
rental and sales business that includes outside storage to continue to operate in the M-1 (Light 
Industrial) zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Keith (6-0) to approve as 
recommended in the staff report with the following additional condition: 

• “g”  The use permit approval shall expire if the proposed improvements are not 
implemented by July 1, 2005 with the exception that the applicant has the option not 
to install the concrete curb depicted on the approved plan that separates a parking 
stall from the public sidewalk.   

 
5. Use Permit Extension/Michael Siri/767 Hamilton Avenue:  Request for a two-year extension of 

a previously approved use permit to allow for a pre-existing general office use and contractors’ 
storage yard that includes outside storage to continue to operate in the M-1 (Light Industrial) 
zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Sinnott (6-0) to approve as recommended in 
the staff report with the following revision to condition ”g”: 

 
• Prior to July 1, 2005, (implementation date revised) the property owner shall remove all 

barbed wire and/or razor wire fencing from the property, replace the concrete with 
landscaping at the existing front of the building and paint the building. 

 
 
6. Use Permit, Architectural Control and Variance/James Calhoun/771 Hamilton Avenue:  

Request for a two-year extension of a previously approved use permit to allow for a pre-existing 
woodworking business that includes outside storage to continue to operate in the M-1 (Light 
Industrial) zoning district, architectural control for an approximately 1,200 square foot addition to 
the existing approximately 5,000 square foot building, and a variance to allow the proposed 
additions to be located 10 feet from an access easement where a minimum of 20 feet is required.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Deziel/Bims (6-0) to approve as recommended in the staff report. 

 
 
7. Use Permit Extension/Paul Angelo/831, 841 and 851 Hamilton Avenue:  Request for a two-

year extension of a previously approved use permit to allow pre-existing general industrial and 
warehousing uses that include outside storage to continue to operate in the M-1 (Light Industrial) 
zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Keith/Bims (6-0) to approve as recommended in 
the staff report with the following revision to condition “g”: 

 
• Prior to July 1, 2005, (implementation date revised) the property owner shall remove all 

barbed wire and/or razor wire fencing from the property, paint the building and plant a tree 
at the front of the property to prevent unwanted vehicular traffic. 

 
8. Use Permit/ T. Roger Haas/ 325 Sharon Park Drive: Request for a use permit to replace an 

existing omni antenna and radome antenna with six new panel antennas inside a new transparent 
canister on two existing light poles and for the installation of two new equipment cabinets 
adjacent to two existing cabinets.  Continued to the Regular Meeting of January 24, 2005. 
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D.  REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
1. Architectural Control/Kenneth Namimatsu for HKN, II, LLC/8 Homewood Place:  Request for 

architectural control to remodel the exterior of an existing 21,139-square-foot general office 
building in the C-1 (Administrative and Professional, Restrictive) zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Bims/Pagee (5-0-1 with Commissioner Henry abstaining) to approve as 
recommended in the staff report with the following modifications:  

 
• Change condition “l”:  

Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit revised plans for on-site recycling 
and garbage facilities.  The facilities shall be covered and protected from roof and surface 
drainage.  The facility shall not be located along the westerly property line shared with the 
residential uses along Waverley Street, adjacent to the USGS property and Homewood 
Place. The plan shall be subject to review and approval by the Environmental Program 
Coordinator, Engineering and Planning Divisions.  

 
• Delete condition “m” pertaining to landscape reserve parking spaces and replace with:  

Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall eliminate five parking stalls from the 
parking plans: two parking stall in the location of trees number six and seven, two parking 
stalls located adjacent to tree number nine, and one parking stall for the relocation of the 
trash enclosure, and replace these areas with additional landscaping.  The total number of 
parking spaces on site shall be 121 spaces. The revised plans shall be subject to review and 
approval of the Planning Division. 

 
In addition, based on the type and pattern of the existing tree placement on the side property line 
adjacent to Homewood Place, the Commission indicated that they support the removal of tree 
number one, a tulip tree as proposed by the applicant.  

 
2. Consideration of the minutes of the August 9, 2004 Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Bims/Pagee (3-0-3, with Commissioners Keith, Deziel, and Henry 
abstaining).to approve as presented  

 
3. Consideration of the excerpts of the October 25, 2004 Planning Commission meeting on 1981 

Menalto Avenue.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Sinnott (6-0) to approve with the 
following modifications: 

 
• Page 12, line 40:  Add “, and here the proposed project offers real bungalow architecture” 

after “bungalow.” 
• Page 12, line 46:  Add “Regarding the three alternatives proposed in the public hearing, a 

single-story residence at the rear would reduce permeable surface area and reduce the 
distance between the buildings to the point that the yard would feel like a tenement.” after 
“streetscape.” 

• Page 12, line 49: Add “He said removal of the front unit and construction of a two-story unit 
there would be too large an economic burden on the applicant for no real benefit.” after 
“surface area.” 

 
 
E.  COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
• Chair and Vice-Chair Selection for Calendar Year 2005  

The Commission selected Melody Pagee as the Chair and Harry Bims as Vice-
Chair. 

• Review of upcoming planning items on the City Council agenda. 
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ADJOURNMENT 10:46 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting January 24, 2005 
Study Meeting January 31, 2005 
Regular Meeting February 7, 2005 
Regular Meeting February 28, 2005 
Regular Meeting March 14, 2005 
Regular Meeting March 28, 2005 
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