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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
May 3, 2004 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

701 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:04 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (arrived at 7:14 p.m.), Fergusson, Fry, Halleck (Chair), Pagee (Vice-chair), 
Sinnott, Soffer (absent) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Cramer, Smith, Thompson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS - None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 

1. Architectural Control and Sign Review/125 Sharon Park Drive/Ron DuHamel:  Request 
for sign approval for new and replacement signs containing the colors yellow and red, and 
approval of architectural control for changes to the service center and pump island canopy.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Bims to deny the application with direction 
to the applicant to remove all signs that are not in compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance and Sign Design Guidelines, 6-0. 

 
2. Architectural Control and Sign Review/1400 El Camino Real/Ron DuHamel:  Request 

for sign approval for new and replacement signs containing the colors yellow and red, and 
approval of architectural control for changes to the service center and pump island canopy.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Fergusson to deny the application with direction 
to the applicant to remove all signs that are not in compliance with the Zoning 
Ordinance and Sign Design Guidelines, 6-0. 

 
3. Sign Review/700 El Camino Real/Alan Ford:  Request for sign approval for new signs 

containing the color red for a new business, Staples.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Fergusson/Sinnott to approve as recommended with following condition (6-0): 

 
• Prior to final building inspection of the new signs, the applicant shall insure that 

all vestiges of the former signs have been removed from the building walls, 
including discolorations and accumulations of dust and dirt.   

 
C.  PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit and Variance/Carl Hesse/555 Hermosa Way:  Request for a use permit for 
additions and remodeling to an existing single-story residence that is legal but non-
conforming in regard to the right and left side yard setbacks.  Request for a variance to allow 
for a five foot right side setback where a minimum setback of 10 feet is required in 
association with a single-story addition and a left side setback of five feet where a minimum 
of 10 feet is required in association with a change in the roof line.  COMMISSION ACTION:  
M/S Pagee/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report, 6-0. 
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2. Use Permit/1335 Garden Lane/David Takamoto:  Request for a use permit to demolish an 

existing residence and construct a new single-story residence on a property that is 
substandard in regard to lot width and lot area.    COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fry/Halleck 
to approve as recommended in the staff report, 5-1 (Commissioner Sinnott opposed). 

 
3. Use Permit Extension/Dan Figueroa/812 Willow Road:  Request for a one-year use 

permit extension to continue to operate an existing cellular antenna facility, which includes 
two whip antennas that are mounted on the blade sign at the front of the grocery store and 
an equipment cabinet located at the rear of the store.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Fergusson/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report with the following 
modification 6-0: 

 
• Staff may extend the approval for an additional six months to September 9, 2005 if 

the applicant can demonstrate progress, including, but not limited to, submittal of 
a complete application for a use permit at an alternate site prior to March 9, 2005." 

 
C. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of the minutes of the October 27, 2003 Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Sinnott to approve with the following 
modification (6-0): 

 
• Page 1, Line 30: Delete “for three” after “conforming”. 

 
2. Consideration of the excerpts on 700 Santa Cruz Avenue from the March 22, 2004 Planning 

Commission meeting.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Sinnott to approve with the 
following modification (6-0): 

 
• Page 6, Line 37: Add “demand” after “parking”. 
• Page 8, Line 46: Add “that she supports the mission of the Church and respects the 

Church’s commitment to serve its youth by providing meeting facilities and programs.  
She stated” after “Commissioner Fry said”. 

• Page 9, Line 8: Add “or another” after “at this”. 
 

 
E.  COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Review of upcoming City Council Agendas pertaining to planning projects. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  8:40 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting May 17, 2004 
Study Meeting May 24, 2004 
Regular Meeting June 7, 2004 
Regular Meeting June 21, 2004 
Study Meeting June 28, 2004 
Regular Meeting July 12, 2004 
Regular Meeting July 26, 2004 
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