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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
January 26, 2004 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (arrived at 7:05), Fergusson, Fry, Halleck (Chair), Pagee (Vice-chair), Sinnott, 
Soffer present 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Cramer, Murphy, Smith, Thompson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B. CONSENT – None 
 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit and Variance/Steve Borlick/117 Pope Street:  Request for a use permit to 
convert an existing detached garage into a secondary dwelling unit, and a variance to allow 
the secondary dwelling unit to encroach two feet into the five-foot required left side yard 
setback.  Continued to the Planning Commission meeting of February 9, 2004. 

 
2. Use Permit and Variance/Gary McClure/1064 Laurel Street:  Request for a use permit to 

demolish an existing single-story residence and construct two, two-story residences on a 
property that is substandard in regard to lot width, and a variance for the front residence to 
encroach into the required 20-foot separation distance between residences located on the 
properties on the left and right sides of the subject property.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Halleck/Sinnott to continue to a future meeting with direction to the applicant to 
pursue design alternatives that address the concerns of neighboring properties 
owners in regard to impacts to privacy, sunlight, and the loss of openness, 6-0-1 
(Commissioner Fergusson abstaining). 

 
3. Use Permit/Kathleen Campbell/1155 Crane Street, Suite 7:  Request for a use permit for 

a private recreational use in the C-3 Central Commercial zoning district.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report, 7-0. 

 
4. Use Permit/Nikolai Sepetov/3760 Haven Avenue:  Request for a use permit for the use 

and storage of hazardous materials in relation with a research and development business.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Fry to approve as recommended in the staff 
report, 7-0. 

 
 

http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=1/26/04&time=1:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=1/26/04&time=2:00:00&format=PDF
http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=1/26/04&time=3:00:00&format=PDF
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D.  STUDY ITEM 
 

1. General Plan Amendment, Rezoning, Conditional Development Permit, Major 
Subdivision, and Environmental Review/Jeff Warmoth/996-1002 Willow Road:  
Request for general plan amendment, rezoning, conditional development permit, major 
subdivision, and environmental review for the construction of 13 dwelling units.  
COMMISSION DISCUSSION:  Commissioners provided individual comments to the 
applicant on the proposed project.  Comments covered the following topics: 
• Appropriateness of the project location for residential use;  
• Support for changing the General Plan designation from Retail/Commercial to Medium 

Density Residential and rezoning the property to R-3-X Apartment – Conditional 
Development Permit;  

• Support for utilizing State housing law incentives to vary specific development 
regulations in order to produce affordable housing, including consideration of varying 
requirements for applying the “X” Conditional Development District to a project site of 
less than one acre and exceeding the maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR); 

• Concern about visually and physically separating the proposed Below Market Rate 
(BMR) units; 

• Concern about adequate parking for residents and guests; 
• Consideration of design alternatives to address the building frontage on Willow Road 

and increasing open space;  
• Desire to create a pedestrian friendly connections from the project site to the retail uses 

on Willow Road and the adjacent Flood Triangle neighborhood,  
• Desire to minimize adverse impacts, such as noise; 
• Request for clarification on emergency access and circulation; 
• Support for the preliminary architectural style; and  
• Desire for applicant to conduct neighborhood outreach.  

 
E.  REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Consideration of the minutes of the March 17, 2003 Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  Approve with the following modifications, 6-0-1 
(Commissioner Sinnott abstaining): 

 
• Page 6, 1st paragraph under Item 2:  Add “and left the room” at the end of sentence. 
• Page 6, paragraph beginning with Staff Comment, last sentence:  Insert “trees” after the 

word heritage. 
• Page 10, condition f:  Delete the word “a” between the words “are” and “located”. 
• Page 15, after condition k:  Add “The motion carried unanimously, 7-0.” 

 
2. Consideration of the minutes of the March 24, 2003 Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTION:  Approve with the following modification, 6-0-1 
(Commissioner Soffer abstaining): 

 
Page 1, Roll Call:  Add at the end “(Commissioners Bims and Fergusson were attending a 
meeting on the Hamilton Avenue Park/Housing Developer Selection Committee as 
representatives of the Belle Haven neighborhood and Planning Commission, respectively.)” 
 

3. Consideration of the excerpts for 310 Market Place from the December 1, 2003 Planning 
Commission meeting.  COMMISSION ACTION:  Approve with the following 
modification, 6-0-1 (Commissioner Soffer abstaining): 

 
Page 5, Condition p:  Add “inclusive of set up and clean up” at the end of the last sentence. 

http://www.govdocs.com/service/edition.html?code=CAMENLO_92&date=1/26/04&time=4:00:00&format=PDF
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F.  COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Selection of a Commissioner to the Residential Zoning Ordinance Monitoring Committee.  
The Commission selected Melody Pagee to serve on the Committee. 

 
2. Comments on the written summary of the Commission's discussion regarding Commission 

goals/priorities, ideas for balancing the City budget and ideas for streamlining the work of the 
Commission.  The Commission reviewed the summary and made modifications to 
clarify two ideas. 

 
ADJOURNMENT – 10:08 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Regular Meeting February 9, 2004 
Regular Meeting February 23, 2004 
Regular Meeting March 8, 2004 
Regular Meeting March 22, 2004 
Study Meeting March 29, 2004 
Regular Meeting April 5, 2004 
Regular Meeting April 19, 2004 
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