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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS  
 

Regular Meeting 
October 13, 2003 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims (arrived at 7:10), Fergusson, Fry (Chair), Halleck (Vice-chair), Pagee (Arrived at 
7:17), Sinnott, Soffer 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Murphy, Smith 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B.  CONSENT – None 
 
C.  PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/S. Sebastian/1080 Lemon Street:  Request for a use permit to maintain 
hedges and construct a fence of six feet in height within the front setback of the property 
where the maximum allowed height is four feet and within the line-of-sight triangle at the 
corner of the property where the maximum allowed height is three feet.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report with 
the following modifications, 4-2-1 with Commissioner Fergusson and Fry 
dissenting and Commissioner Pagee abstaining: 

 
a. The fence and hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the plans and 

specifications prepared by the applicants, consisting of three plan sheets dated 
received September 24, 2003, and approved by the Planning Commission on 
October 13, 2003, except as modified by the conditions contained herein.   

 
b. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the sight safety triangle established 

by the Transportation Division, which has dimensions of approximately 18 feet along the 
edge of asphalt on Lemon Street, approximately 100 feet along the edge of asphalt on 
Santa Cruz Avenue, and a hypotenuse running diagonally to connect the first two lines.  
All fences and hedges within this sight safety triangle shall be reduced in height to no 
more than three feet (measured from adjacent grade) within 90 days of the Planning 
Commission approval of this item, and shall be maintained at this height in perpetuity.   

 
c. The City reserves the right to remove the fence and vegetation within the City’s right-of-

way at any time.  It is the property owner’s responsibility to trim and maintain the 
hedges located within the City’s right-of-way.   

 
2. Use Permit/Arna Shefrin/1095 Atkinson Lane:  Request for a use permit to maintain 

existing non-conforming hedges at heights exceeding the four-foot height limit allowed within 
the front setback, the three-foot height limit allowed within the 35-foot sight visibility triangle, 
and the seven-foot height limit allowed elsewhere on the property.  COMMISSION ACTION:  
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M/S Sinnott/Halleck to approve as recommended in the staff report with the following 
modifications, 7-0: 

 
a. The hedges shall be maintained in accordance with the plans and specifications prepared 

by the applicants, consisting of two plan sheets dated received September 18, 2003, and 
approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 2003, except as modified by the 
conditions contained herein.   

 
b. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the sight safety triangle established by 

the Transportation Division, which has dimensions of approximately 17 feet along the face 
of curb on the Atkinson Lane frontage of the property, approximately 111 feet along the 
face of curb on the Santa Cruz Avenue frontage of the property, and a hypotenuse 
running diagonally to connect the first two lines.  All hedges within this sight safety 
triangle shall be trimmed to a height of no more than three feet (measured from adjacent 
grade) within 30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, and shall be 
maintained at this height in perpetuity.   

 
c. The City reserves the right to remove the vegetation within the City’s right-of-way at any 

time.  It is the property owner’s responsibility to trim and maintain the hedges located 
within the City’s right-of-way.   

 
d. Within 30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, the applicants shall trim 

the face of the hedge along Santa Cruz Avenue to remove any portion of the hedge from 
the City’s right-of-way.   

 
e. The existing hedges along the left and rear property lines are allowed to grow to a height 

of nine feet.  In addition, if a two-story addition or new two-story home is built on an 
adjacent lot in the future, the hedges along the left and rear property lines may be allowed 
to grow to up to 12 feet in height, subject to Planning staff review and approval.   

 
3. Use Permit/Shandy and Paul Dunn/1990 Oakdell Drive:  Request for a use permit to 

maintain a hedge with a height of seven feet in the required front setback where a maximum 
of four feet is otherwise required and in the required 35-foot sight visibility triangle where a 
maximum height of three feet is required.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Halleck to 
continue the project to the meeting of November 3, 2003 to allow for adequate re-
noticing of the entire project, 7-0. 

 
4. Use Permit/Deborah Rau/1794 Oakdell Drive:  Request for a use permit to maintain a 

hedge with a height of seven feet in the required front setback where a maximum of four feet 
is otherwise required and in the required 35-foot sight visibility triangle where a maximum 
height of three feet is required.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Ferugsson/Sinnott to 
approve as recommended in the staff report with the following modifications, 7-0: 

 
a. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the plans and specifications 

prepared by the applicant, consisting of two plan sheets dated received September 15, 
2003, and approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 2003, except as 
modified by the conditions contained herein.   

 
b. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the sight safety triangle established 

by the Transportation Division, which has dimensions of approximately 8 feet along the 
face of curb on the Evergreen Street frontage of the property, 40 feet along the face of 
curb on the Oakdell Drive frontage of the property, and a hypotenuse running diagonally 
to connect the first two lines.  All hedges within this sight safety triangle shall be 
trimmed to a height of no more than three feet (measured from adjacent grade) within 
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30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, and shall be maintained at 
this height in perpetuity.   

 
5. Use Permit/ Alex Woo/501 Fanita Way:  Request for a use permit to maintain an existing 

non-conforming hedge at heights exceeding the four-foot height limit allowed within the front 
setback, the three-foot height limit allowed within the 35-foot sight visibility triangle, and the 
seven-foot height limit allowed elsewhere on the property.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Halleck/Soffer to approve as recommended in the staff report with the following 
modifications, 7-0. 
 
a. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the plans and specifications 

prepared by the applicant, consisting of two plan sheets dated received August 4, 2003, 
and approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 2003, except as modified by 
the conditions contained herein.   

 
b. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the sight safety triangle established 

by the Transportation Division, which has dimensions of 42 feet in length along the 
existing edge of the asphalt roadway on the Oakdell Drive frontage, 19 feet in length 
along the existing edge of the asphalt roadway on the Fanita Way frontage, and a 
hypotenuse running diagonally to connect the first two lines.  All hedges within this sight 
safety triangle shall be trimmed to a height of no more than three feet (measured from 
adjacent grade) within 30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, and 
shall be maintained at this height in perpetuity.   

 
c. Within 30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, the applicant shall 

trim the face of his hedges along both the Oakdell Drive and Fanita Way frontages of 
his property so that no portion of these hedges are located within the City’s right-of-way.   

 
6. Use Permit/ Charlotte Cameron/440 Claire Place: Request for a use permit to maintain 

existing non-conforming hedges at heights exceeding the four-foot height limit allowed within 
the front setback, the three-foot height limit allowed within the 35-foot sight visibility triangle, 
and the seven-foot height limit allowed elsewhere on the property.  Continued at the 
request of the applicant prior to the item being heard at the meeting due to the late 
hour.   

 
7. Use Permit/Rosanne Strucinski/155 Yale Road:  Request for a use permit to maintain 

hedges along the Yale Road and Cambridge Avenue frontages of the property at a height of 
eight feet where a maximum of four feet is allowed within the front setback, a maximum of 
three feet is allowed within the 35-foot sight visibility triangle at the corner of the property, 
and a maximum of seven feet is allowed elsewhere on the property.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report with the 
following modifications, 6-0-1 with Commission Fergusson abstaining: 

 
a. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the plans and specifications 

prepared by the applicant, consisting of one plan sheet dated received September 24, 
2003, and approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 2003, except as 
modified by the conditions contained herein.   

 
b. The hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the sight safety triangle established 

by the Transportation Division, which has dimensions of approximately six feet along 
the edge of asphalt on the Yale Road frontage, 22 feet along the edge of asphalt on the 
Cambridge Avenue frontage, and a hypotenuse running diagonally to connect the first 
two lines.  All hedges within this sight safety triangle shall be trimmed to a height of no 
more than three feet within 30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, 
and shall be maintained at this height in perpetuity.   
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c. Within 30 days of the Planning Commission approval of this item, the remaining hedges 

on the Yale Road and Cambridge Avenue frontages of the property shall be trimmed to 
a height not exceeding seven feet, and maintained at no more than this height in 
perpetuity.   

 
d. The City reserves the right to remove the fence and vegetation within the City’s right-of-

way at any time.  It is the property owner’s responsibility to trim and maintain the 
hedges located within the City’s right-of-way.   

 
8. Use Permit/Kina Lamblin/66 Yale Road:  Request for a use permit to maintain a fence 

along the right side property line at a height of eight feet, four inches and to maintain hedges 
at a height of ten feet where a maximum of seven feet is allowed.  COMMISSION ACTION:  
M/S Halleck/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report with the following 
modifications, 7-0: 

 
a. The fence and hedge shall be maintained in accordance with the plans and 

specifications prepared by the applicants, consisting of two plan sheets dated received 
May 27, 2003, and approved by the Planning Commission on October 13, 2003, except 
as modified by the conditions contained herein.   

 
b. The vines growing on the 66 Yale Road side of the eight-foot, four-inch-tall portion of 

fence shall be trimmed and maintained in the state in which they existed at the time of 
the Planning Commission approval, such that the vines do not extend more than six 
inches above the eight-foot, four-inch-tall portion of the fence or more than six inches 
over onto the 934 Creek Drive side of the fence.  The vine shall be maintained to this 
standard in perpetuity.   

 
c. The applicant shall submit a complete building permit application for the fence within 30 

days of the Planning Commission approval of this project, and shall complete any 
necessary modifications to the fence within 90 days of the Planning Commission 
approval.   

 
D.  REGULAR BUSINESS – None  
 
E.  COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUCEMENTS 
 

• Commissioner Fergusson inquired about the correspondence from Pollock Financial Group 
regarding 321 Middlefield Road that was distributed in the Commissioner’s packets.  Staff 
explained the developer’s interest in the property and Chair Fry explained that she thought all 
of the Commissioners should receive this piece of correspondence. 

 
• Chair Fry spoke with the City Manager about complaints about the Planning Commission that 

have arisen through the residential review ordinance deliberations.  She said that many of the 
properties cited as examples pre-date many, if not all, of the current Commission members.  
She asked that any concerns about the Commission be raised to the City Manager and/or 
Chair in order to address them properly. 

 
• Commissioner Fergusson complimented staff on the new location maps, which show property 

lines and provide a better context of a project’s location. 
 

• Commissioner Fry thought that fences and hedges on corner properties is a difficult topic and 
these applications were handled well under the circumstances, but thought there may be an 
opportunity to better document the requirements in the future and communicate those 
requirements to affected property owners to make things safe and streamline the process. 
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• Staff reported on the status of two upcoming appeals in front of the Council for 849-851 

Cambridge Avenue and 1923, 1927, and 1929 Menalto Avenue. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – 11:25 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

   Regular Meeting  October 27, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  November 3, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  November 17, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  December 1, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  December 15, 2003 
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