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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Special Meeting 
September 29, 2003 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Fergusson, Fry (Chair), Halleck (Vice-chair) (Arrived at 7:05 p.m.), Pagee 
(Arrived at 7:15 p.m.), Sinnott, Soffer (Left early) 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Murphy, Smith 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B.  REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Design Guidelines for Signs:  Consideration of revisions to the existing Design Guidelines 
for Signs.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Halleck to recommend to the City 
Council the following revisions, 6-0 with Commissioner Soffer not in attendance for 
the vote: 
 
Reword Section B.7 of the Design Guidelines for Signs to read as follows:   
 

Colors, materials, and design of the sign should be compatible and harmonious 
with the colors, materials, and design of the building and surrounding area.  
Signs using the bright colors listed below shall require Planning Commission 
review and approval, unless such colors comprise 25 percent or less of the 
sign area, in which case the signs can be approved at an administrative level.  
The use of techniques such as creating borders around signs containing bright 
colors can be useful in making the color more compatible and harmonious with 
the surrounding neighborhood.  The following colors are considered bright 
colors for purposes of determining the level of review required (using the 
Pantone Matching System [PMS]):   
 
• Yellow:  Process Yellow, 102, 108, 109, 116, 123, 395, 396, 3955, 3965, 

803 
 
• Orange:  Process Orange, 136, 137, 1375, 151, 1575, 1585, 165, 1655, 

804 
 
• Red:  Process Red, 171, 172, 178, Warm Red, 179, 1788, 1795, 185, 186, 

192, 199, 200, 206, 213, Rubine Red, 226, 485, 805, 806 
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Add a new Section B.13 to the Design Guidelines for Signs to read as follows:   
 

Existing businesses with corporate logos containing bright red, orange, or 
yellow colors exceeding the intensities and percentages outlined in B.7, above, 
may be replaced and upgraded subject to an administrative review, provided 
that the total square footage of such signs does not increase, and provided the 
signs maintain approximately the same percentage and shade of bright colors.   

 
Delete the existing following guideline B.9 regarding sign text:   
 

Signage should be used for the purpose of identifying the business and should 
not be used to list products or other information.  Logos or graphics consistent 
with the nature of the business, such as a clock for a clock store, may be 
considered.   

 
Add the following new guideline as B.9:   
 

Signs should use correct spelling and grammar, except when the name of the 
business uses colloquialisms, a play on words, or when the name of the 
business is a newly-created word.  As examples, “Anything Fur You” for a pet 
store or “Xyla Enterprises” are acceptable, whereas “Blended Berrys” for a 
smoothie store is not encouraged.   

 
Add the following paragraph to A. Introduction:   
 

Every Menlo Park business is encouraged to post an attractive sign stating the 
name of the business.  The sign should be at a scale appropriate to the 
pedestrian and vehicular streetscape and the nature of the business.   

 
C.  COMMISSION BUSINESS, REPORTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

• Commissioner Fergusson reported on an armed robbery at the Hacienda Market on Menalto 
Avenue. 

• Chair Fry reported on the upcoming Joint Study Session with the City Council on Residential 
Review. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

Study Session with Council September 30, 2003 
Regular Meeting October 13, 2003 
Regular Meeting October 27, 2003 
Regular Meeting November 3, 2003 

   Regular Meeting  November 17, 2003  
   Regular Meeting  December 1, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  December 15, 2003 
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