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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
September 8, 2003 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Fergusson, Fry (Chair), Pagee, Sinnott, Soffer (arrived at 7:25 p.m.) present; 
Halleck (Vice-chair) absent 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Murphy (recused for Item C1 – 1923, 1927 and 1929 Menalto Avenue), 
Smith, Thompson 
 
A. PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 

1. Consideration of the transcripts of the November 18, 2002 Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fry/Fergusson to approve with the following 
modifications, 4-0-1 with Commissioner Sinnott abstaining and Commissioner Soffer 
not yet in attendance: 

 
• Page 8, Line 5: Change “LOS” to “R1S”. 
• Page 14, Line 19: Change “ingress” to “egress”. 
• Page 15, Line 6: Change “ingress” to “egress”. 
• Page 16, Line 17: Change “clear story” to “clerestory”. 
• Page 18, Line 14: Change “last” to “east”. 
• Page 29, Line 7: Change “shear” to “rear”. 
• Page 32, Line 6: Delete “Since”. 
• Page 42, Line 14: Change “--” to “are oriented toward”.  
• Page 45, Line 6: Change “probable” to “probability”. 
• Page 45, Line 8: Insert “in the” between “be” and “backyard”. 
• Page 45, Line 9: Delete “or”. 
• Page 45, Line 25: Change “of” to “up”. 
• Page 52, Line 5: Change “can’t” to “can”. 
• Page 57, Line 5: Change “dish” to “fish”. 
• Page 76, Line 5: Change “glassy” to “grassy”. 
• Page 93, Line 12: Change “to” to “of”. 
• Page 93, Line 13: Change “input” to “voice”. 
• Page 93, Line 14: Change “if” to “regarding whether”. 
 
In addition, individual page numbers should be inserted on pages 61 through 202. 

 
2. Consideration of the minutes of the August 25, 2003 Planning Commission meeting.  

COMMISSION ACTION:  Continued to the meeting of September 22, 2003. 
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3. Review of State Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Application for 
Person-to-Person Transfer of Ownership:  Review of State Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control (ABC) Application for Transfer of Ownership for Alcoholic Beverage 
Licenses for Han Daiza, 1010 El Camino Real Suite 140 and Gambradellas Amalfi Inc., 1165 
Merrill Street.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fry/Pagee to approve as recommended in 
staff report, 5-0 with Commissioner Soffer not yet in attendance. 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/ Anatole Zelkin/ 1923, 1927, and 1929 Menalto Avenue:  Request for a use 
permit for a café, pet groomer, and tax consultant to occupy three individual tenant spaces on 
a property that is nonconforming in regard to parking.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Sinnott/Soffer to approve as recommended in the staff report with the following 
modifications, 5-0 with Commissioner Fergusson recused: 
 
• Add condition h:  The use permit approval for the cafe tenant at 1929 Menalto Avenue 

shall be for one year from the date of the Planning Commission approval of this item.  At 
the end of that year, the applicant may request a use permit extension from the Planning 
Commission.   

 
• Add condition i:  Staff shall work with BFI to increase the frequency of trash pick up for 

the public trash cans located on Gilbert Street and Menalto Avenue in the vicinity of these 
commercial tenants.  The goal of this effort is to increase the frequency of trash pick up to 
at least twice a week.   

 
2. Variance/ Leah and David Elkins/ 236 Lexington Drive:  Request for a variance to allow 

for a four foot, 10 inch right side setback where a minimum setback of five feet, six inches is 
required and to allow a maximum lot coverage of 44 percent where 35 percent is required in 
association with a single-story addition to an existing single-family residence in the R-1-U 
zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Pagee to approve as recommended 
in the staff report, 6-0. 

 
3. Use Permit/Bill and Karen Muir/156 Dunsmuir Way:  Request for a use permit to construct 

first and second floor additions to an existing single story single-family residence on a lot that 
is substandard in regard to lot width and lot area and for additions to an existing legal, 
nonconforming residence to exceed 50% of the replacement cost of the structure within a 12-
month period.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Soffer/Sinnott to approve as recommended 
in the staff report, 6-0. 

 
4. Use Permit/Chris Wasney/700 Wallea Drive:  Request for a use permit to allow for 

excavation into the required rear yard setback for a lightwell in association with a new 
basement.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Fry to approve as recommended in 
the staff report with the following modification, 3-2-1 with Commissioners Bims and 
Soffer opposed and Commissioner Sinnott abstaining: 
 
• Modify condition e:  Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit a plan 

for any new utility installations or upgrades for review and approval of the Planning, 
Engineering and Building Divisions.  All new utilities shall be placed underground.  All 
utility equipment that is installed outside of a building and that cannot be placed 
underground shall be properly screened by landscaping.  The plan shall show exact 
locations of all meters, back flow prevention devices, transformers, junction boxes, relay 
boxes, and other equipment boxes. 
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5. Use Permit/Otolose Fonua/1117 Madera Avenue:  Request for a use permit to construct 
first and second story additions to an existing single story single-family residence on a lot that 
is substandard in regard to lot width and area.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Pagee 
to approved as recommended in the staff report with the following modification, 6-0: 
 
• Add condition f:  The applicant shall have the option of using simulated divided light, 

simulated true divided light, or clear panes for the windows throughout the residence.   
 

6. Use Permit and Architectural Control Review/Carroll Pegeroz for Mid-Peninsula 
Housing Coalition/1221-1275 and 1317-1385 Willow Road:  Request for a use permit to 
exceed the maximum allowed fence height by adding a three-foot-tall metal security fence to 
the top of the existing six-foot-tall masonry block wall along the perimeter of the property and 
architectural control review of new lighting standards proposed in conjunction with other site 
improvements at the Gateway Apartments.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Soffer to 
approve as recommended in the staff report, 6-0. 

 
7. Use Permit Extension/Mary Gebbardt for Alain Pinel Realtors/620 Santa Cruz Avenue:  

Request for a use permit extension to allow a real estate office to continue to operate in a 
building located in the C-3 zoning district.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Sinnott 
as recommended in the staff report with the following modification, 6-0: 
 
• Modify condition e:  During the period of the Use Permit, the applicant or property owner 

shall pay a fee (plus a yearly Business License fee) to the City in lieu of sales tax for the 
ground floor area occupied by the applicant.  The fee for the first year (base year) shall be 
$2.00 per square foot.  The fee for each year thereafter shall be adjusted annually 
according to the percentage change in the All Urban Consumer Price Index (CPI) for the 
San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose area. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS – None 
 
ADJOURNMENT – 11: 34 
 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 
Regular Meeting September 22, 2003 
Study Meeting September 29, 2003 
Study Session with Council September 30, 2003 
Regular Meeting October 13, 2003 
Regular Meeting October 27, 2003 
Regular Meeting November 3, 2003 
Regular Meeting November 17, 2003 
 


