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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS
Regular Meeting

July 21, 2003
7:00 p.m.

City Council Chambers
801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025

CALL TO ORDER � 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL � Bims, Fergusson, Fry (Chair), Halleck (Vice-chair, arrived at 7:15 p.m.), Pagee, 
Sinnott, Soffer present

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF � Cramer, Heineck, O�Connell

A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS � None

CONSENTB.

Consideration of the draft excerpts of the May 5, 2003 Planning Commission meeting. 1.
(Consideration of the draft excerpts was moved to the end of the meeting.)  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fry/Halleck to approve with the following modification, 7-0:

Page 6, seventh full paragraph:  Delete the paragraph and replace with the following 
�Commissioner Fergusson inquired about the height of the fence relative to natural grade 
and existing curb. (Note that the record is ambiguous regarding the outcome of the 
discussion.)�.

REGULAR BUSINESSC.

Use Permit/Roger Kohler/1700 Bay Laurel Drive:  Request for a revision to a use permit 1.
approved by the Planning Commission on January 13, 2003 to construct first and second 
floor additions to an existing single-family residence on a lot that is substandard in regard 
to lot width and for additions to an existing legal, nonconforming residence to exceed 50% 
of the replacement cost of the structure within a 12-month period.  The revision to the use 
permit would result in first floor and second floor modifications to the approved plans at the 
rear of the residence.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Soffer/Fergusson to approve as 
recommended in the staff report with the following modified condition, 7-0:

Modify condition g:  Prior to issuance of a building permit, the applicant shall submit a 
detailed landscape plan.  The project arborist shall review the landscape plan  to ensure 
that any new plantings will not interfere with the health of the existing heritage trees, due 
to tree placement or irrigation requirements.  The plan shall be subject to Planning staff 
review and approval.  Subsequent to installation, the property owner shall maintain the 
landscaping in a manner that protects the heritage trees and provides privacy for 
neighboring properties, but does not shade the neighboring pool located at 360 Brandon 
Way.
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Use Permit/Richard Li/849 & 851 Cambridge Avenue:  Request for a use permit to allow the 2.
demolition of two existing residences and the construction of two new, two-story residences 
located on an R-2 zoned lot that is substandard with regard to lot width and for excavation into 
the required right side setback for the construction of a sunken patio associated with 
basements in each of the units.  Continued from the Planning Commission meeting of July 15, 
2002.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Fergusson to deny the request, 5-1 with 
Commissioner Bims opposed and Commissioner Sinnott recused.

Use Permit/Josie Gomez/940 Cotton Street:  Request for a use permit to demolish an 3.
existing single-story residence and construct a new two-story residence on a lot that is 
substandard in regard to lot width.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Halleck/Pagee to 
approve as recommended in the staff report with the following added condition, 7-0:

Add condition h:  The project plans shall be revised prior to building permit issuance to 
show the removal of the 18.5 inch Coast Live Oak, identified as Tree #13 in the arborist 
report prepared by Mayne Tree Expert Company, Inc., dated April 21, 2003, and identified 
as Tree #11 on the site plan prepared by Stewart Associates, dated April 17, 2003.  The 
Planning Commission further recommended approval of the application for removal of four 
heritage trees on the property.

Use Permit/Craig Lewis/710 Lemon Street:  Request for a use permit to demolish an 4.
existing single-story residence and construct a new single-story residence on a lot that is 
substandard in regard to lot width.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Soffer/Halleck to 
approve as recommended in the staff report with the following added condition, 7-0:

Add condition i:  Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall have the discretion 
to modify the entryway above the front door to be more architecturally consistent with the 
bay window on the front elevation of the residence.  If modifications are made, the revised 
plans shall be subject to review and approval by the Planning Division.

Variance/Stewart Associates/170 Felton Drive:  Request for a variance to rebuild an 5.
accessory structure seven feet, eight inches from the main dwelling unit where 10 feet is 
otherwise required.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fry/Sinnott to approve as 
recommended in the staff report, 7-0.

Use Permit/Andy Gambardella/1165 Merrill Street:  Request for a use permit to allow for the 6.
sale of alcoholic beverages associated with a restaurant.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Pagee/Soffer to approve as recommended in the staff report, 7-0.

REGULAR BUSINESSD.

Sign Review/Kanti Patel/1704 El Camino Real:  Request for sign approval for a sign at the 1.
Red Cottage Inn containing the color red.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Sinnott/Halleck to 
approve as recommended in the staff report, 6-0-1 with Commissioner Fergusson 
abstained.

COMMISSION BUSINESSE.

Commissioner Halleck announced that he would be on vacation July 30 through August 9, •
2003.
Commissioner Fergusson announced that she would be on a working vacation from July 22 •
through August 26, 2003, but had arranged with staff to participate in meetings.
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The Commission agreed to continue its discussion of the draft ordinance amendment on the •
regulations for single-family residential development to a special meeting of July 28, 2003.  
Staff distributed a draft summary of the Planning Commission�s recommendations to date on 
the draft ordinance amendment in order to provide amply opportunity for review by 
Commissioners prior to the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT -10:35 p.m.

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule

Regular Meeting July 21, 2003 � Regular Items
Study Meeting July 28, 2003 � Tentatively Residential Review
Regular Meeting August 4, 2003 � Regular Items
Regular Meeting August 18, 2003 � Tentatively Study Session Items
Study Meeting August 25, 2003 � Tentatively Residential Review

Visit our Web site for Planning Commission public hearing, agenda, and staff report
information:  http://www.menlopark.org/


