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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
Regular Meeting 

July 7, 2003 
7:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers 
801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Fergusson, Fry (Chair), Halleck (Vice-chair) (arrived at 7:15), Pagee, Sinnott, Soffer 
present; Bims absent 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Murphy, O’Connell, Thompson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B. CONSENT 
 

1. Consideration of the transcripts of the October 21, 2002 Planning Commission 
meeting.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Fergusson to approve with the 
following changes, 3-0-2 (Commissioners Sinnott and Soffer abstaining): 

• Page 2, Line 8:  Insert “Kelly” before “Fergusson”. 
• Page 7, Line 10:  Change “pear” to “appear”. 
• Page 7, Line 18:  Change “threw” to “through”. 
• Page 7, Line 20:  Change “with her” to “whether”. 

 
2. Sign Review/Noel Marguis/1850 El Camino Real:  Request for sign approval for 

refacing an existing pole sign with a new sign face containing the color red and 
exposed-tube neon lighting.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Fergusson to 
approve as recommended in staff report, 5-0. 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1. Use Permit/William and Diana Holliday/375 Felton Drive:  Request for a use permit 
to construct first and second floor additions to an existing single-family residence on a 
lot that is substandard in regard to lot width and lot area and for additions to an 
existing legal, nonconforming residence to exceed 50% of the replacement cost of the 
structure within a 12-month period.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fry/Pagee to 
approve as recommended in the staff report, 5-0. 

 
2. Use Permit/Benjamin Botero/1374 Madera Avenue:  Request for a use permit to 

demolish an existing single-story residence and construct a new two-story residence 
on a lot that is substandard in regard to lot width and lot area.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Fry to approve as recommended in the staff report 
with the following additional condition, 6-0: 
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Add condition h:  The applicant shall have flexibility to make the following changes to the 
project plans: 1) include an additional window, similar to the proposed windows on the 
second floor of the side elevations, in bedroom number four or in the stairway on the rear 
elevation; and 2) reduce the size of the proposed windows on the second floor of the front 
elevation.  Changes shall be subject to review and approval by the Planning Division. 

 
3. Use Permit Revision/Sharon Heights Golf & Country Club/2900 Sand Hill Road:  

Request for a use permit revision to construct an accessory structure for providing golf 
lessons to members located adjacent to hole number one.  COMMISSION ACTION:  
M/S Pagee/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report, 6-0. 

 
4. Use Permit and Architectural Control/Paula Alloro (Menlo Park Fire Protection 

District)/1467 Chilco Street:  Request for a use permit for the storage and use of 
hazardous materials on the property and for architectural control for the installation of 
a 2,000-gallon above ground fuel tank and the construction of an accessory building to 
house a generator at Fire Station No. 77.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Soffer/Sinnott to approve as recommended in the staff report with the following 
additional condition, 6-0: 

 
Add condition h:  Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit revised 
plans that demonstrate the proposed concrete pad is set back a minimum of eight feet 
from the southerly property line. The plans shall be subject to review and approval by the 
Planning Division.  

 
5. Use Permit/S. Sebastian/1080 Lemon Street:  Request for a use permit to maintain 

hedges and construct a fence of six feet in height within the front setback of the 
property where the maximum allowed height is four feet and within the line-of-sight 
triangle at the corner of the property where the maximum allowed height is three feet.  
Continued to the regular Planning Commission meeting of August 4, 2003. 

 
6. Use Permit Extension/Don Fox/1320A Willow Road:  Request for an extension to 

the existing use permit to allow for the retail sale and on-site consumption of wine in 
association with the operation of a wine storage and production facility.  Continued to 
the regular Planning Commission meeting of August 4, 2003. 

 
D. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

1. Architectural Control/Paula Alloro (Menlo Park Fire Protection District)/300 Middlefield 
Road:  Request for architectural control review for the removal of two existing underground 
fuel tanks and the installation of one 4,000-gallon above ground fuel tank at Fire Station No. 
1.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Soffer to approve as recommended in the 
staff report with the following modified and additional conditions, 6-0: 

 
Modify condition d:  Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall revise the plans 
to indicate the installation of vinyl slats in the chain link fence of the existing generator and 
the proposed fuel tanks on the Santa Monica Avenue side and the rear of the building. 
 
Add condition e:  Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall revise plans to 
indicate the proposed chain link fence enclosing the proposed fuel tank is set back from 
the property line to be flush with the existing chain link fence enclosing the generator. 
 
Add condition f:  Prior to final inspection, the applicant shall provide landscaping along 
the Santa Monica Avenue property line to screen the proposed equipment. 
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2. Sign Review/Kanti Patel/1704 El Camino Real:  Request for sign approval for a sign at 
the Red Cottage Inn containing the colors red.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Soffer/Pagee to continue this item to the Meeting of July 21, 2003 in order to give 
the applicant an opportunity to be present to respond to questions about the 
proposal and for staff to work with the applicant on potential modifications to the 
sign. 

 
E. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

The Commission expressed an interested in the following: 
• Discussing the Sign Design Guidelines, including a specific discussion of bright 

colors. 
• Memorializing the comments that Ezio Alviti made to the Commission on October 21, 

2002 about the impacts of new development in the public realm on the blind and 
visually impaired. 

• Discussing the possibility of including additional statistics in staff reports to get a 
better understanding of application processing times. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

   Special Meeting  July 14, 2003 – Residential Review 
   Regular Meeting  July 21, 2003 – Regular Items 
   Study Meeting  July 28, 2003 – Tentatively Cancelled 
   Regular Meeting  August 4, 2003 – Regular Items 
   Regular Meeting  August 18, 2003 – Tentatively Study Session Items 
   Study Meeting  August 25, 2003 – Tentatively Residential Review 
 
 

 


