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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular/Study Meeting 
March 3, 2003 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:03 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Bims, Fergusson, Fry (Chair), Pagee, Soffer, Stein (Vice-Chair) present; Halleck absent 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF – Heineck, Murphy, O’Connell, Thompson 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS – None 
 
B. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Variance/Arthur R. Martin/1050 Tehama Avenue:  Request for a variance to allow a rear 
yard setback of 10 feet where a minimum setback of 20 feet is required and to allow a 
maximum lot coverage of 43 percent where 35 percent is required in association with a 
single-story addition to an existing single-family residence.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S 
Soffer/Stein to approve as recommended in staff report, 6-0. 

 
2. Use Permit/Sean Mulcahy/935 El Camino Real:  Request for a use permit to operate a 

furniture store in a building that is nonconforming in regard to parking.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Pagee/Stein to approve as recommended in staff report with the 
following modifications, 6-0. 

 
Modify Condition h:  Prior to occupancy of the building, the applicant shall submit a formal 
written agreement with the owner of the parking lot located at the rear of the building allowing 
access via the parking lot for deliveries to the rear door of the building.  The term of the 
agreement shall match the term of the applicant’s lease agreement for the building.  If the 
agreement for use of the parking lot for deliveries is terminated for any reason, the use permit 
approval shall be subject to review. The agreement shall be subject to review and approval of 
the City Attorney.   
 
Add Condition i:  Prior to occupancy of the building, the applicant shall submit a plan for 
providing on-site recycling and trash facilities for review and approval by the Environmental 
Program Coordinator.   

 
C. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

1. Designation of an alternate Planning Commission representative on the Belle Haven Park and 
Housing Developer Selection Committee.  Commissioner Fergusson explained that she 
would participate in the informational meeting on Monday, March 24, 2003 through a 
conference call and plans to attend the interview meeting on Saturday, March 29, 2003.  
Commissioner Pagee offered to participate in the March 24, 2003 informational meeting 
as a back-up to Commissioner Fergusson.  The Commission thought it would be a good 
practice to identify alternates in the future in case scheduling conflicts arise.   
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• In other business, the Commission agreed to a special request by the Chamber of 
Commerce to hold a public hearing item regarding the Connoisseur’s Marketplace on 
the Study Meeting date of March 24, 2003. 

 
D. STUDY SESSION 
 

1. General Plan Amendment, Rezoning, Conditional Development Permit, Tentative 
Subdivision Map, Environmental Review/Olive Hill Development & Taylor Woodrow 
Homes/110 Linfield Drive and 175 Linfield Drive:  Requests for the following: 1) General 
Plan Amendment to change the existing Professional and Administrative Offices land use 
designations to Medium Density Residential, 2) Rezoning the properties from C-1 
(Administrative and Professional District, Restrictive) to R-3-X (Apartment – Conditional 
Development District), 3) Conditional Development Permit to establish specific development 
regulations and review architectural designs for the demolition of two office buildings totaling 
approximately 56,000 square feet and the construction of 59 residential units, 4) Tentative 
Subdivision Map for the creation of 59 lots and associated common areas, and 5) 
environmental review of the proposed project.  The Planning Commission listened to a 
presentation by the applicant and asked questions of staff and the applicant.  The 
Commission received comments from one member of the public.  The Commission 
indicated general support for the proposed General Plan and zoning changes and 
provided individual comments to the applicant on specific elements of the proposal 
such as the need to consider adequate truck, pedestrian and bicycle access and 
circulation, the appropriateness of tandem parking, the balance between providing 
private useable space and public common space, fencing and solar access.  The 
Commission then discussed that there was general agreement to provide direction to 
the applicant as follows:   

 
• Submit plans demonstrating the proposed alignments between buildings and 

attempt to minimize adverse privacy impacts. 
• Provide a continuous sidewalk for the 110 Linfield Drive property and explore the 

use of demarcated cross walks. 
• Maximize the use of vertical curbs and minimize the use of rolled curbs wherever 

possible. 
• Submit plans indicating how streets and walkways will be illuminated while 

minimizing adverse impacts associated with glare. 
 
ADJOURNMENT – 10:27 
 
 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

   Regular Meeting  March 17, 2003 
   Study Meeting  March 24, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  April 7, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  April 21, 2003 
   Study Meeting  April 28, 2003 
 
 
 
 

 


