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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 
 

Regular Meeting 
January 13, 2003 

7:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

801 Laurel Street, Menlo Park, CA  94025 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 7:10 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL – Commissioners Fergusson, Fry, Halleck, Soffer (Chair), and Stein present.  Commissioner 
Pagee absent. 
 
A.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

• The Commission recognized former Commissioner Mike O’Donnell for his service on the Planning 
Commission. 

 
B. MINUTES 
 

• Consideration of the draft transcripts of the December 2, 2002 Planning Commission meeting.  
COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Fergusson/Fry to approve with the following changes, 5-0: 

o Page 35, line 5 – Replace “Elk” with “Oak” 
o Page 37, line 37 – Replace “Rober’s” with “Robert’s” 
o Page 38, line 16 – Replace “Caplar’s” with “Kepler’s” 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Use Permit/Roger Kohler/1700 Bay Laurel Drive:  Request for a use permit to construct first and 
second floor additions to an existing single-family residence on a lot that is substandard in regard to lot 
width and for additions to an existing legal, nonconforming residence to exceed 50% of the replacement 
cost of the structure within a 12-month period.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Stein/Soffer to approve 
as recommended in staff report, 5-0.   

 
2. Use Permit and Variance/Tom Jackson/1185 Woodland Avenue:  Request for a use permit to 

demolish an existing single-family residence and construct a new, two-story residence on a lot that is 
substandard with regard to lot area and lot width.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Soffer/Halleck to 
approve as recommended in staff report with one modification to the following condition, 4-0 
(Commissioner Fergusson recusing): 

 
Condition h to read as follows:  Prior to building permit issuance, the applicant shall submit a 
revised driveway and street tree plan for the review and approval of the Public Works Department 
and the Planning Division.   

 
3. Use Permit/Jack McCarthy Designer, Inc./1210 Bay Laurel:  Request for a use permit to demolish 

an existing single-family residence and construct a new, two-story residence on a lot that is 
substandard with regard to lot width.  COMMISSION ACTION:  M/S Soffer/Halleck to continue the 
application per Option 2 in the staff report with the following direction to the applicant, 4-0-1 
(Commissioner Fergusson abstaining):   
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• Provide a solar study showing the shadows that would be cast by the proposed residence.   
• Meet with the neighbors to resolve issues regarding the mass of the second floor and providing 

light and views to the adjacent neighbors.  Suggested changes include bringing more of the 
second floor down to the first floor, relocating the mass of the second floor on the right side of 
the residence to the left side of the residence, and reducing the overall height of the structure.   

• Modify the garage door to give the appearance of two doors.   
• Maintain the quality of materials, particularly the simulated true divided light windows and the 

cedar shingle siding, which were incorporated in the most recent proposal.   
 

4. Variance/David Greenwood/329 McKendry Drive:  Request for variances to demolish an existing 
carport and construct a new garage with a side setback of four feet, two inches where the minimum 
required setback is five feet, six inches, to provide one required parking space where two spaces are 
required, and to locate the required parking space in the required side setback.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  M/S Fry/Stein to approve as recommended in staff report, 5-0.   

 
5. Use Permit/Ken & Dianne Spindola/507 Bay Road:  Request for a use permit to construct a single-

story addition to an existing single-story, single-family residence on a lot that is substandard in regard 
to lot width and lot area.  Continued to the meeting of January 27, 2003 prior to the meeting. 

 
6. Use Permit and Architectural Control/Michael Wallau/150 Middlefield Road:  Request for a use 

permit and architectural control to demolish an existing restaurant building and construct a new 
restaurant building.  Continued to the meeting of January 27, 2003 prior to the meeting. 

 
D. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

7. Election of Planning Commission Chair and Vice-Chair for the 2003 Calendar Year.  COMMISSION 
ACTION:  The Commission selected Patti Fry as the new chair and Toni Stein as the new vice chair.   

 
8. Designation of a Planning Commission representative on the Belle Haven Park and Housing Developer 

Selection Committee.  COMMISSION ACTION:  The Commission selected Kelly Fergusson as its 
representative.   

 
• In other business, the Commission discussed the recent changes to the name identification placards 

and designated newly elected Chairperson Fry to write a letter to the City Council on the Commission’s 
behalf.  In addition, the Commission designated Commissioner Halleck and out-going Chairperson 
Soffer to write a letter to City Council regarding the process for considering changes to the City’s 
Transportation Impact Analysis Guidelines. 

 
ADJOURNMENT – 9:35 p.m. 
 

Future Planning Commission Meeting Schedule 
 

   Regular Meeting  January 27, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  February 10, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  February 24, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  March 3, 2003 
   Regular Meeting  March 17, 2003 

 


