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City Manager’s Column

Last month, the City Council adopted its Fiscal Year 
2014–2015 $72.1 million citywide budget. It continues 
to fund the City’s important core services and City 
Council goals. The $46.5 million General Fund (which 
funds most services) is balanced, sustainable over the 
long term, and reflects a small anticipated operating 
surplus. Menlo Park’s fiscal year began July 1. 

After an informational public workshop in May and a 
City Council Public Hearing in early June, the Council 
adopted the City’s final budget on June 17. 

I am often asked, “where does all this money come 
from and where does it go?” Let me see if I can explain. 

For the General Fund 
• Most of the City’s money comes from various taxes 

that we pay in the form of Property Tax, Sales Tax, 
Transient Occupancy (hotel) Tax and utility users’ tax. 
That totals about $27 million. 

• Another important revenue source is fees, licenses 
and permits which are charged to operate a business 
or to build or remodel a home or commercial 
property. That totals approximately $6.5 million.

• Franchise Fees from public utilities (e.g., PG&E, 
Comcast, AT&T, etc.) bring in nearly $2 million. 

• We receive less than a million dollars in grants from 
the County, State or federal governments and over 
a million dollars in revenue from fines (speeding 
tickets, etc.). 

• The City charges over $8 million for services that are 
provided to individuals. The best example is fees 
paid for recreation classes. 

• Finally, the City receives less than a million dollars in 
interest paid on its investments.

Running a multi-faceted and dynamic organization 
like Menlo Park requires constantly monitoring service 
costs and service levels balanced with the availability 
of funds. This budget reflects the Council’s desires to 
provide enhanced services in the areas of building, 
planning and public works in order to adequately 
address the increased levels of development activity 
in and around the community. In addition, the City 
Council expands public safety investments by adding 
a police officer position and relocating its Belle 
Haven Neighborhood Service Center, both funded by 
Facebook. Finally, the Council wanted to accelerate 
the implementation of the City’s Climate Action Plan 
and host more community events. Hopefully, you will 
all experience the results of these investments over the 
course of the year. 

We completely reformatted the budget document 
making it easier to read and understand. Check it out 
online at www.menlopark.org/budgetbook.

And if you have any questions or comments, please 
don’t hesitate to contact me at  
admcintyre@menlopark.org. 

 

Alex D. McIntyre  
City Manager

GENERAL FUND REVENUE USES

Public Works $17 million

Police $15 million

Community Services 
(recreation and social services)

$8 million

Community Development  
(planning & building)

$5 million

Library $2 million

Administration  
(finance, HR, technology, legal, etc.)

$9 million



A group of residents has gathered sufficient signatures 
to place an initiative on the November ballot that would 
substantially modify the El Camino Real/Downtown 
Specific Plan which was approved in June, 2012 after a 
lengthy public input process. Below is an overview of 
the Measure’s intended changes to the Specific Plan, 
and how the Specific Plan currently addresses key 
issues:

The proposed measure would require 
“...revised definitions and standards for open space 
requiring that only open space areas that do not exceed 
four (4) feet in height shall be calculated for meeting 
the minimum open space requirements” – that is, the 
definition of open space would not include upper level 
balconies or decks.

What the Specific Plan currently says about open 
space requirements:
The Specific Plan’s open space definition includes 
above ground-level elements such as balconies, decks, 
or other private open spaces, similar to the majority of 
cities in the Bay area. This topic was discussed during 
the one-year review of the Specific Plan in 2013. During 
those discussions, it was noted that the approved 
definition reflects best practices from other jurisdictions 
for moderate-intensity mixed-use development. Private 
open space above ground level can enhance the 
character of streets and sidewalks by providing interest 
and activity. Private open space connected to a multi-
family housing unit is also generally more useful to 
residents than a similar share of ground-level space. 

Open space that is calculated only at ground-level 
would likely affect the feasibility of some, if not all, 
developments, and could result in unintended ripple 
effects (e.g., if more ground-level area is required to be 
dedicated to landscaping, it may effectively encourage/
require taller buildings).

The proposed measure requires 
“...office space in any individual development not 
exceed 100,000 square feet, caps the total net, new 
office space approved after July 12, 2012 at 240,820 
square feet and retains the overall cap of 474,000 

square feet for all net, new non-residential development 
in the ECR/Downtown Specific Plan area.”

What the Specific Plan currently says about maximum 
allowable development and office space area 
designations: 
The Specific Plan divides the maximum allowable 
development between residential and non-residential 
uses and limits residential uses to a maximum of 680 
units and Non-residential uses, including retail, office, 
and hotel to a maximum of 474,000 square feet. The 
proposed measure’s cap on total square feet of non-
residential uses (474,000 square feet) already exists in 
the Specific Plan. For reference, that square footage is 
equivalent to about one-third of the overall Facebook 
campus project, or about one-half of the voter-
approved Menlo Gateway project.

The two largest currently proposed developments (at 
500 and 1300 El Camino Real) include approximately 
429,611 square feet of non-residential uses (mostly 
office; some retail/restaurant/personal service areas), 
and 389 apartment units. 

The 429,611 square foot number is not the “net 
impact” for purposes of calculating maximum allowable 
non-residential use. In keeping with standard practices 
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), to 
determine a project’s net impact, the square footage of 
uses that were active on the site as of the start of the 
application, as well as the square footage of previous 
project approvals that were environmentally cleared, 
are deducted from the new project’s proposed square 
footage. 

While the two proposed projects account for 
a substantial percentage of the Specific Plan’s 
development caps (61.5% of non-residential; 57% of 
residential), it is understandable, given that these two 
locations are the largest and most vacant opportunity 
sites within the Specific Plan area. A significant 
percentage of development capacity would remain for 
smaller sites within the area. 

Rather than requiring more subjective “one size fits all” 
limits on office square footage, the Specific Plan’s office 
FAR limit of one-half is calculated to help ensure that an 

Measure to modify approved Downtown Plan 
on November Ballot



active office development market does not crowd out 
other uses that may be desired.

The proposed measure would specify that 
“...the City Council cannot amend the definitions 
and development standards set forth in the measure 
as these provisions can be amended only with voter 
approval. In addition, voter approval is required to 
exceed the office space and nonresidential square 
footage limits.”

The Specific Plan regulations are, necessarily, complex 
and interrelated. That is why the multi-year public 
process involved - including many public workshops, 
widespread input, reviews, in-depth examination, and 
edits - represents a best practice for creating such a 
plan. The proposed measure would implement revisions 
by a simple public vote, without the deeper public 
process that is recognized as most constructive for such 
complicated planning programs.

HOW THE SPECIFIC PLAN ADDRESS INCREASES 
IN TRAFFIC, NOISE, AND AIR POLLUTION

This topic was the subject of much discussion during 
the lengthy public process of the Specific Plan. The kind 
of development envisioned in the Specific Plan will have 
traffic and associated noise and air quality impacts. 
There are, however, a number of mitigation measures 
which will help address these issues, including: new 
bike routes and bike lanes, a focus on pedestrian 
flow, a Caltrain bicycle/pedestrian undercrossing, a 
requirement for new developments to implement and 
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) programs 
(aimed at reducing use of single-occupant vehicles).

Although these measures will help, the City Council 
recognizes that some level of unavoidable negative 
impact is necessary if the City is to achieve the 
moderate growth and economic activity that the 
community desires. 

FISCAL IMPACTS

Historically, office development generally has a 
positive fiscal impact on a community. For example, 
the increased flow of property taxes from such projects 
helps a city to maintain and improve important 
community services, and would provide significant 
funds to the Menlo Park School District, even though 
office developments do not increase enrollment. 

In addition, office and mixed use development 
fosters economic activity at local stores, services, and 
restaurants, and supports hotel use and development 
(which in turn produces additional revenues). Two 
recently-approved projects will result in an increase of 
146 new hotel rooms within the Specific Plan Area. 

The City has commissioned an unbiased study of the 
potential impacts of the ballot measure to revise the 
specific plan, which is available at  
http://www.menlopark.org/ DocumentCenter/View/4645.

The City hopes all residents will take the time to review 
the available information about this issue and be an 
informed voter on the topic come November 4. For more 
information on the Specific Plan, contact Thomas Rogers, 
Senior Planner, at THRogers@menlopark.org.

Measure to modify approved Downtown Plan 
on November Ballot



Sales Tax is a Revenue Source Forever Fitful 
and Forever Changing

BY JIM COGAN

To paraphrase Virgil’s Aeneid, sales tax is a fickle and 
somewhat unreliable revenue source. Last quarter the 
City of Menlo Park saw a 15% increase in sales tax 
revenue, which is great! However, when you unpack 
that number you find that it relied heavily on one-time 
payments, true-ups and a payment from the Education 
Revenue Augmentation Fund (ERAF). ERAF funds are 
part of the Governor’s “triple flip” technique to balance  
the budget. Without the “help” of the State Government, 
forecasting sales tax revenue requires an understanding 
of business to business spending cycles, the makeup 
of your local business community and a reasonably 
accurate crystal ball. Including the State’s “assistance” 
adds the need for a doctorate in theoretical new math 
with a minor in astrology. In the best case, sales tax’s 
varies greatly with the economy, especially the sales tax 
generated by traditional retailers. 

The high demand for the small amount of available land  
in Menlo Park results in some of the highest land costs 
in the Country, which leaves a lot of sales tax generators 
that cities generally seek, priced out of our market. For 
example, car dealers, big box retailers and warehouse 
distribution facilities can’t afford the land in Menlo Park. 
Menlo Park lost car dealerships in the Great Recession 
and now is losing the Office Depot warehouse 
distribution facility that was one of our top 25 Sales tax 
generators. This evolution is natural and challenges us 
to develop viable Economic Development Strategies 
that play to our strengths. 

Menlo Park’s location in the very hub of Silicon Valley 
places us at the epicenter of the innovation economy. 
The intellectual capital in town is as highly sought after 
by top employers as the venture capital is sought after 

by entrepreneurs. We need to ensure that we have 
locations for top employers and that the startups that 
are funded in town can stay and grow. If the tech and 
biotech companies incubated here can stay here, then 
they can sell here. That is good for Menlo Park. Right 
now, our problem is one of inventory. We don’t have 
the office space that a lot of companies are looking to  
grow into. Case in point, WhatsApp was acquired by  
Facebook and rather than moving to Menlo Park, they  
chose to expand in downtown Mountain View where  
they could be close to Caltrain and the retail/restaurants  
on Castro. We don’t currently have that kind of office 
space downtown, but everything I am hearing from the 
business community is that we need it badly. 

To that end the City engaged in what turned out to be 
a 5 year long planning process full of community input 
to develop the El Camino Real/Downtown Specific Plan. 
The City Council’s timing for approving the Specific Plan 
perfectly coincided with the economic recovery that is  
providing the funding for investment in downtown 
properties that have sat vacant for years. The goal of the  
Specific Plan is to incentivize the development of retail, 
office, housing and hotels that will generate the 7-day 
a week foot traffic necessary to support our downtown 
merchants. In addition, the property tax revenue from 
the investment in properties that have sat vacant or 
underutilized for years will provide Menlo Park with a 
more consistent and sustained revenue source. 

Finally, the City is working to update the General Plan for  
the industrial area east of Highway 101 to ensure that the  
great tech and life sciences companies in the area can  
stay and grow in Menlo Park. These companies also provide  
the more sustainable tax revenue necessary to continue 
to provide high-quality City services without the burden 
falling to residents.



Message from the Chief

BY ROBERT JONSEN, CHIEF OF POLICE

The Menlo Park Police Department has recently 
reinstated the Motorcycle Traffic Unit. Two officers, 
Roy Lacy and Felicia Byars, were chosen as our new 
Motorcycle Officers. Officer Roy Lacy was hired in 
January of 2012, but came to us from the City of 
Sacramento Police Department with over five years in 
law enforcement. Roy has a strong working knowledge 
of the vehicle code and maintains a high level of daily 
productivity. He successfully completed the POST 
Certified Motor Officer training and is presently out in 
the field as a motor officer. 

Officer Felicia Byars began her career in September of 
2002 with the City of Menlo Park Police Department. 
She has been working in the Patrol Division during 
her time with the department, but has extensive 
investigative experience in financial and elder abuse 
crimes. She has worked multiple DUI Enforcement 
details including saturation patrols and DUI 
checkpoints. She already has her M1 motorcycle license 
and is an experienced rider. She is scheduled to attend 

Motor School in July, but will be out in the field in a 
patrol vehicle until then.

The Traffic/Motor Unit has issued approximately 
750 moving violation citations since January. This 
included some help from Officer Chris Adair, who was 
temporarily assigned to our Traffic Unit to assist and 
train Officer Lacy. The Traffic Unit has been focused on 
implementing our Strategic Traffic/Motor Deployment 
Plan which has included directed enforcement near 
all of our schools in Menlo Park and working specific 
traffic concern areas which were identified by residents 
and business owners through the help of the Chief’s 
Advisory Group. By utilizing this Strategic Traffic 
Enforcement Plan, in conjunction with the Traffic/Motor 
Unit, overall traffic collisions in Menlo Park are down 
20% during 2014, with a 29% reduction in injury related 
collisions. 

We are confident that our Motorcycle Officers will 
continue to improve the quality of life in Menlo Park.



EV Charging Stations Coming Soon to Menlo Park!

“Local governments play a key role in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, as they have direct or 
indirect control over many of the sources of emissions... 
The City of Menlo Park has committed to doing its part 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and is currently 
implementing a suite of programs and projects across 
multiple sectors that are helping reduce greenhouse 
emissions.” (City of Menlo Park, Climate Action Plan, 
2009) Read more at www.menlopark.org/climate.

The City’s most recent greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory 
shows that transportation sources are the single 
largest source of communitywide emissions – over 40 
percent. While decreased travel demand during the 
economic downturn, new State fuel efficiency standards 
and increased gas prices have resulted in declining 
emissions since 2010, electric vehicle infrastructure 
provides an area of potential investment to continue to 
drive reductions in GHG, and support the City’s goal of 
reaching a 27% reduction in GHG by 2020 (below 2005 
baseline levels). 

Menlo Park recently received a grant award from the 
California Energy Commission (CEC) to install electric 
vehicle charging stations through a partnership with 
the Bay Area Climate Collaborative’s Bay Area Charge 
Ahead Project. The CEC Awarded the Bay Area Charge 
Ahead Project funds to purchase, install and partially 
maintain 152 charging stations. Of these, four would be 
located in Menlo Park: three would be located in the 
downtown parking plazas and one at the City’s Civic 
Center campus. Menlo Park is the only participating 
City from San Mateo County. 

The charging stations are planned to be installed in 
February 2015. Free charging would be provided for 
the first six months of operation to study and monitor 
potential demand. 

Contact us at (650) 330-6720 or recycle@menlopark.org 
with any questions!

SOLID WASTE

BAYFRONT PARK

DIRECT ACCESS

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

TRANSPORTATION

2012 CITY OF MENLO PARK COMMUNITYWIDE
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY SOURCE

TOTAL: 356,521 METRIC TONS



Where can I park?

Parking in downtown Menlo Park has been a hot-
button issue for decades. Recently in fall 2011, the City 
implemented a new parking management program to 
better support the needs of local downtown business 
owners, customers and residents. The purpose of 
the modifications was to provide more flexibility and 
convenience for various trips downtown: 

1. To retain and attract customers making longer trips 
for appointments, meetings, or shopping

2. Make short trips for quick errands and drop-offs 
more convenient

3. Improve employee parking options. As part of the 
program, parking time limits were modified and a 
paid-parking option was added. 

Since these changes were adopted, the City has 
continued to evaluate the program and solicit 
feedback from customers and businesses to ensure 
the modifications are working as anticipated. The most 
frequent concerns raised have included a desire for 
coin/cash options; difficulty locating paid-option lots 
and the parking meters within each; and unclear posted 
instructions for how long one can park in various areas 
and how to use the meters.

To continue to evolve the program to meet community 
needs, more signs are on the way to make navigating 
the downtown and interpreting parking time limits 
easier. Additional 1-hour parking time limit signs will 
be added on Santa Cruz Avenue to improve visibility of 
the existing time limits. An improved, simplified map of 
the downtown area showing parking areas and meter 
locations was developed (see below). The maps will be 
placed at each parking plaza entry to orient customers 
to their current and desired locations. Maps will also be 
placed in the center of the parking plazas, to provide 
improved ability to navigate the downtown once a 
customer has parked. 

A pay-by-phone option will also be added for the pay-
option plazas (1 and 5). This will allow a customer the 
ability to pay for additional time using a cell phone, 
tablet, or laptop without interrupting an appointment, 
meeting, lunch or a shopping trip. 

Look for these modifications to be in place downtown 
later this summer!

Contact us at transportation@menlopark.org or  
(650) 330-6770 with any questions or for more 
information. 
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General Plan

Do you have a vision of what Menlo Park should be 
like in the future? You will soon have an opportunity 
to share your thoughts with other residents, business 
owners and City staff and officials. 

The City is excited to embark on the update of the 
City’s General Plan, which is a comprehensive, long 
range document that serves as the “constitution” for 
physical development in the City. The General Plan 
establishes goals, policies and programs related to 
a variety of State-mandated topics, and the Zoning 
Ordinance, Subdivision Ordinance and other chapters 
of the City’s Municipal Code all serve to implement 
the General Plan. The Capital Improvement Plan 
and Comprehensive Bicycle Development Plan are 
examples of other tools for implementing community 
infrastructure needs identified in the General Plan. 
All City actions related to land use, development, 
transportation and infrastructure have to be consistent 
with the General Plan.

The General Plan includes seven “elements” required 
by the State of California: land use, circulation 
(transportation), housing, open space, conservation, 
noise and safety. The Land Use and Circulation 
Elements, which were last comprehensively updated 
in 1994, will be the focus of the current update. With 
the exception of the Housing Element, which was 
adopted in April 2014, the other four General Plan 
Elements were updated in May 2013. These topics are 
not expected to be modified except to make changes 
for consistency with proposed changes to the Land Use 
and Circulation Elements. The goal is to complete the 
General Plan update in two years. 

The City is comprised of a diverse range of land uses, 
from the Class A office complexes along Sand Hill 
Road to the primary retail corridor of El Camino Real 
and downtown Santa Cruz Avenue to the industrial/
research and development land uses along the eastern 
edge of the City, in addition to a variety of residential 
uses throughout the City. As part of the City’s goals for 
the 2014-2015 fiscal year, the City Council identified 
the need for the City to focus on the M-2 (General 
Industrial Zoning District) Area for the General Plan 
update, especially regarding the appropriateness of 

land uses, development standards and development 
review procedures. The M-2 Area is generally located 
between US101 and the San Francisco Bay and has 
historically been a strong source of revenue for the 
City and provides an opportunity for continued 
revenue if planned for appropriately. The result of the 
General Plan process will include a 25-year plan for 
how the M-2 area would look, feel and perform, and 
the establishment of revised procedures to achieve 
efficiencies in the development review process there. 

In addition to the land use component, the General 
Plan update includes a comprehensive look at the 
City’s Circulation Element, including exploring the 
idea of “complete streets” for vehicle, bicycle and 
pedestrian travel throughout the City. Transportation is 
a key component in the development review process. 
Understanding the impacts of potential growth on 
the transportation network will be reviewed, and the 
appropriate metric for how impacts are measured will 
also be considered. Improving connectivity throughout 
the city is also an important objective of the update.

HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED? 

It’s easy. If you have not already, please check out the 
General Plan project page at www.menlopark.org/
generalplanupdate. Next, subscribe to “Notify Me” at 
www.menlopark.org/notifyme to receive email updates 
regarding the General Plan. As new information 
becomes available regarding the General Plan Update, 
an email bulletin will be sent. Community outreach and 
engagement will be an integral and robust component 
of the process to develop the plan. Please consider 
attending one or more of the upcoming events, 
including a speaker series, mobile workshops and 
community meetings. 

These events are an opportunity to engage your 
neighbors and staff, learn about and explore various 
ideas, and provide your input. The first community 
meeting is targeted for late fall 2014. Stay tuned for 
specific details on date, time and location. 

We hope to see you there.



Belle Haven Neighborhood Action Plan Highlights

Since the Grand Opening of the Belle Haven 
Neighborhood Services Center that happened at the 
end of April, there has been a lot of activity in the Belle 
Haven neighborhood in support of the Neighborhood 
Action Plan. Here are just a few of the highlights from 
the past couple months:

• There have been three community dialogues held in 
the neighborhood, including one with residents and 
the police department which focused on relationship 
building between police beat officers and Belle 
Haven residents, another focused on the history 
of Belle Haven and the tremendous change that 
has occurred over the years and is expected in the 
future, and lastly, one on strengthening community 
relationships, a dialogue with residents and City 
employees. 

• On June 7th, residents teamed up with the Peninsula 
Conflict Resolution Center (PCRC) and the City 
to hold a neighborhood clean-up of Hamilton 
Street. The event was well received by those that 
participated and much was accomplished that day.

• The first round of funding for the Belle Haven Mini 
Grant Program has been completed. There were 23 
applications received for this first round of funding, 
many for curb appeal projects in the neighborhood 
and others for community events and block-parties. 
A new round of funding will occur in the fall. 

• The Public Safety and Crime Prevention Action Team 
continues to meet on a monthly basis. The action 
team is slowly growing in membership. The team is in 
the process of producing a resource directory for the 
neighborhood around issues of public safety. There is 
much enthusiasm in the group with a desire to begin 
making positive impacts to the neighborhood. 

• After a late start, the Youth Diversion Program picked 
up momentum with many youth being referred 
into the program. PCRC has already exceeded 
the number of “contacts” with youth and families 
as outlined in their scope of work for the project. 
Program partners include Police, Community 
Services, PCRC, Youth Community Service (YCS). 

• A Photovoice Showcase event event was held July 16 
at the Menlo Park Senior Center. The teaser of the 
event was featured at the Neighborhood Services 
Center Grand Opening Event back in April. This 
celebration event featured resident photos and their 
stories of  Belle Haven along with the resident artists, 
leaders and friends of the neighborhood.

The City Council has included funding in this year’s 
budget to continue the efforts of the Belle Haven 
community to improve safety and community 
connectedness in partnership with the City and 
other organizations and area businesses. For more 
information on how to get involved, please contact the 
project consultant Alex Vilchez at avilchez@comcast.net 
or Derek Schweigart, Community Services Manager at 
dsschweigart@menlopark.org.



Menlo Swim and Sport and the 
Belle Haven Neighborhood

The City’s contractor and partner Menlo Swim and 
Sport, who operates both the Burgess and Belle Haven 
Pools’ year round, is offering a fun-filled and program-
packed summer. Over the past several months, Menlo 
Swim has been tremendously busy with the full array 
of programming and services they offer, as well as with 
their many endeavors and investment they are making 
in the Belle Haven community. True to Menlo Swim and 
Sport’s mission of providing happiness and satisfaction 
to individuals of all ages around aquatics and sporting 
activities, here is a list of the Top 10 events and projects 
at the Belle Haven Pool and in the neighborhood over 
the past 12 months: 

1. The Mavericks girls water polo team-coached by 
former Olympian Brenda Villa has grown to 43 year 
round players who train with the team 4 times per 
week.

2. The Mavericks boys water polo team-coached by 
Brenda Villa, which just started in January, has grown 
to 10 participants. Also, 80% of the players on both 
the girls and boys teams are Belle Haven community 
residents.

3. Community swim lessons are offered almost year 
round and peaked at 250 lessons per week in July 
2013.

4. The Beyond Barriers Athletic Foundation offers 
scholarships that are equal to 66% of the swim 
lessons and water polo team costs with the majority 

of lessons and players benefiting from the BBAF 
scholarship program.

5. Facebook, whose employees use the pool mainly 
for lap swimming, is offering financial support of the 
Belle Haven pool. This support has made it possible 
for the Belle Haven Pool to remain open year-round.

6. The Santa Clara Aquamaids Synchronized Swimming 
Team is offering summer week-long development 
camps.

7. Belle Haven will be a host site this summer for the 
2014 USA Water Polo Junior Olympics which is a 
tournament that is attended by top water polo teams 
from around the nation. We will be hosting the 10 
and under age division for boys and girls.

8. The Ravenswood Family Health Center offers 
sponsorship for their patients who attend water 
exercise classes.

9. Menlo Swim and Sport conducts Red Cross 
Lifeguarding Classes at Belle Haven on a quarterly 
basis.

10. The National Drowning Prevention Foundation 
partnered with Menlo Swim and Sport to hold a 
drowning prevention day and donated dozens of life 
preservers for the pool to be used by patrons during 
open swimming periods.

For more information about Menlo Swim and Sports 
programming call (650) 328-7946 or visit their website 
at www.menloswim.com
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10 WAYS TO CONSERVE WATER

With the weather getting hotter, it is easy to over-indulge 
in water use. There are obvious ways to conserve, such 
as: taking shorter showers and watering your lawns less 
frequently, but here are a few creative ways you may not 
have thought of to conserve water.

1. Be a leak detective – Regularly check all faucets, hoses 
and connectors for leaks. Small leaks can add up, 1 
drip every second can add up to 5 gallons of water a 
day. 

2. Brush your teeth with the water off – Save up to 4 
gallons a minute by simply turning off the faucet while 
you brush your teeth! 

3. Reuse pet water – instead of throwing out the water 
from cleaning your fish tank or when replenishing your 
dog or cat’s drinking water, use it to water your house 
plants. 

4. Shut off the water while washing your hair – Lather up 
with the water off and save up to 150 gallons a month!

5. Collect rinsing water – Don’t throw away water you use 
to rinse vegetables and fruit. That water can be used 
to water your plants. 

6. Plug the sink for shaving – Guys, plug the sink instead 
of running the water to rinse your razor and save up to 
300 gallons a month!

7. Wash pets outdoors – Clean your pets outdoors in 
an area that needs watering, that way the water gets 
used for 2 things.

8. Switch showerheads – Switching to a low-flow shower-
head can save 15 gallons of water during a 10 minute 
shower! 

9. Mulch – Conserving water doesn’t mean your plants 
have to suffer, save hundreds of gallons a year by using 
organic mulch around plants to reduce evaporation. 

10. Recycle your newspaper – Recycling is not only good 
for reducing waste. Recycling a pound of paper, less 
than the weight of the average newspaper, saves 
about 3.5 gallons.
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